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THE ADVENTURES 
of FERDINAND 
COUNT FATHOM 

CHAPTER THIRTY-NINE 

OUft ADVENTUSEB IB MADE ACQUAINTED WITH A NEW 
SCENE OF LIFE. 

JUST as he entered these mansions of misery, 
his ears were invaded with a hoarse and dread- 
ful voice, exclaiming, ^ You, Bess Beetle, score 
a couple of fresh ^gs, a pennyworth of butter, 
and half a pint of mountain to the king ; and stop 
credit till tiie bill is paid : — He is now debtor for 
fifteen shillings and sixpence, and d — ^n me if I trust 
him one £axthing more, if he was the best king in 
Christendom. And, d'^ye hear, send Ragged-head 
with five pounds of potatoes for Major Madeaver^s 
supper, and let him have what drink he wants ; the 
fiit widow gentlewoman from Pimlico has promised to 
quit his score. Sir Mungo Barebones may have some 
hasty pudding and small beer, though I don^t expect 
to see his coin, no more than to receive the eighteen 
pence I laid out for a pair of breeches to his back- 
side — what then ? he ^s a quiet sort of a body, and 
a great scholar, and it was a scandal to the place to 
see him going about in that naked condition. As 

VOL.IL— 1 [ 1 ] 
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FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

for the mad Frenchman with the beard, if you give 
him so much as a cheese-paring, you b— ch, I^U send 
you back to the hole, among your old companions ; 
an impudent dog ! 1 11 teach him to draw his sword 
upon the governor of an English county jaiL What !* 
I suppose he thought he had to do with a French 
hang-tang-dang, rabbit him ! he shall eat his white 
feather, before I give him credit for a morsel of bread.^ 
Although our adventurer was very little disposed, 
at this juncture, to make observations foreign to his 
own affairs, he could not help taking notice of these 
extraordinary injunctions ; especially those concern- 
ing the person who was entitled king, whom, how* 
ever, he supposed to be some prisoner elected as the 
magistrate by the joint suf&age of his fellows. Hav- 
ing taken possession of his chamber, which he rented 
at five shillings a week, and being ill at ease in his own 
thoughts, he forthwith secured his door, undressed, 
and went to bed, in which, though it was none of the 
most d^ant or inviting couches, he enjoyed pro- 
found repose after the accumulated fatigues and 
mortifications of the day. Next morning, after break- 
fast, the keeper entered his apartment, and gave him 
to understand, that the gentlemen under his care, 
having heard of the Count^s arrival, had deputed one 
of their number to wait upon him with the compli- 
ments of condolence suitable to the occasion, and 
invite him to become a member of their society. 
Our hero could not politely dispense with this in- 
stance of civility, and their ambassador being instantly 
introduced by the name of Captain Minikin, saluted 
him with great solemnity. 

[2] 
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CAPTAIN MINIKIN 

Tim was a person equally remarkable for his ex- 
tradrdinary figure and address; his age seemed to 
border upon forty, his stature amounted to five feet, 
his visage was long, meagre, and weather-beaten, and 
his aspect, though not quite rueful, exhibited a cer- 
tain formality, which was the result of care and con- 
scious importance. He was very little encumbered 
with flesh and blood ; yet what body he had was well 
proportioned, his limbs were elegantly turned, and 
by his carriage he was well entitled to that compli- 
ment which we pay to any person when we say he 
has very much the air of a gentleman. There was 
also an evident singularity in his dress, whidi, 
though intended as an improvement, appeared to 
be an extravagant exaggeration of the mode, and at 
once evinced him an original to the discerning eyes 
of our adventurer, who received him with his usual 
complaisance, and made a very eloquent acknowledg- 
ment of the honoiu* and satis&ction he received from 
the visit of the representative, and the hospitality 
of his constituents. The captain^s peculiarities were 
not confined to his external appearance; for his 
voice resembled the sound of a bassoon, or the aggre- 
gate hum of a whole bee-hive, and his discourse was 
almost nothing else than a series of quotations from 
the English poets, interlarded with French phrases, 
which he retained for their significance, on the recom- 
mendation of his friends, being himself unacquainted 
with that or any other outlandish' tongue. 

Fathom, finding this gentleman of a very com- 
mmiicative disposition, thought he could not have a 
£urer opportunity of learning the history of his fel- 

[8] 
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FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

low-prisoners ; and, turning the convocation on that 
subject, was not disappointed in his expectation* 
^ I don^t doubt, sir,^ said he, with the utmost solem- 
nity of declamation, ** but you look with horror upon 
every object that surrounds you in this uncomfortable 
place ; but, nevertheless, here are some, who, as my 
friend Shakespeare has it, have seen better days^ and 
have with hoiy beU been knoUed to church ; and sai at 
good men's feaetSy and ufiped their eyes qf drops thai 
sacred pity hath engendered. You must know, sir, 
that, exclusive of the canaiUej or the prqfaman vul- 
gusj as they are styled by Horace, there are several 
small communities in the jail, consisting of people 
who are attracted by the manners and dispositions of 
each other; for this place, sir, is quite a microcosm^ 
and as the great world, so is this, a stagey and all the 
men and women merely pHayers. For my own part, 
sir, I have always made it a maxim to associate with 
the best of company I can find. Not that I pretend 
to boast of my family or extraction ; because^ you 
know, as the poet says, Vix ea nostra voco. My 
fistther, ^t is true, was a man that piqued himself upon 
his pedigree, as well as upon his politesse and per- 
sonal merit ; for he had been a very old officer in the 
army, and I myself may say I was bom with a spon- 
toon in my hand. Sir, I have had the honour to 
serve his Majesty these twenty years, and have been 
bandied about in the course of duty through all the 
British plantations, and you see the recompense of 
all my service. But this is a disagreeable subject, 
and therefore I shall waive it; however, as Butler 
observes: 
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KING THEODORE'S COURT 

My ooly oomfbrt is, that now 
My dubbolt fbrtone is so low. 
That either it must quickly end. 
Or turn about again and mend. 

^ And now, to return from this digression, you wiU 
perlu^ be surprised to hear that the head or chair- 
man of our club is really a sovereign prince ; no less, 
in assure you, than the celebrated Theodore king 
of Corsica, who lies in prison for a debt of a few 
hundred pounds. Heu! quantum mukUus ab iOo. 
It is not my business to censure the conduct of my 
superiors; but I always speak my mind in a cavalier 
manner, and as, according to the Spectator, talking 
to a friend is no more than thinking aloud, evdre 
noutf his Corsican majesty has been scurvily treated 
by a certain administration. Be that as it will, he is 
a personage of a very portly appearance, and is quite 
master of the biefuiance. Besides, they will find it 
their interest to have recourse again to his alliance; 
and in that case some of us may expect to profit by 
his restoration. But few words are best. 

^He that maintains the second rank in our assem- 
bly is one Major Madeaver, an Irish gentleman, who 
has served abroad ; a soldier of fortune, sir, a man of 
unquestionable honour and courage, but a little over- 
bearing, in consequence of his knowledge and experi- 
ence. He is a person of good address, to be sure, 
and quite free of the mauvaise honUy and he may 
have seen a good deal of service. But what then ? 
other people may be as good as he, though they have 
not had such opportunities ; if he speaks five or six 
languages, he does not pretend to any taste in the 

[6] 
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FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

liberal arts, which are the criterion of an accomplished 
gentleman. 

^The next is Sir Mango Barebones, the represen- 
tative of a very ancient fieimily in the north ; his 
affairs are very much derangedy but he is a gentleman 
of great probity and learning, and at present engaged 
in a very grand scheme, which, if he can bring it 
to bear, will render him fietmous to all posterity ; no 
less than the conversion of the Jews and the Gentiles. 
The project, I own, looks chimerical to one who has 
not conversed with the author ; but, in my opinion, 
he has clearly demonstrated, from an anagrammati« 
cal analysis of a certain Hebrew word, that his 
present Majesty, whom God preserve, is the person 
pointed at in Scripture as the temporal Messiah of 
the Jews ; and, if he could once raise by subscrip- 
tion such a trifling sum as twelve hundred thousand 
poimds, I make no doubt but he would accomplish 
his aim, vast and romantic as it seems to be. 

^^ Besides these, we have another messmate, who is 
a French chevalier, an odd sort of a man, a kind of 
Lazarillo de Tonnes, a caricatura ; he wears a long 
beard, pretends to be a great poet, and makes a 
d — ed Jmcas with his verses. The king has been 
obliged to exert his authority over him more than 
once, by ordering him into dose confinement, for 
which he was so rash as to send his majesty a chal- 
lenge ; but he afterwards made his submission, and 
was again taken into favour. The truth is, I believe 
his brain is a little disordered, and, he being a 
stranger, we overlook his extravagancies. 

^ Sir, we shall think ourselves happy in your aoces- 

[6] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PRISON SOCIETY 

don to our society. You will be under no sort of 
restiaint; for, though we dine at one taUe, every 
individual calls and pays for his own mess. Our con- 
versation, such as it is, will not, I hope, be disagree- 
able ; and though we have not opportunities of breath- 
ing the pure Arcadian air, and cannot, ^ under the 
shade of melancholy boughs, lose and neglect the 
creeping hours of time,^ we may enjoy ourselves over 
a ^ass of punch or a dish of teeu Nor are we desti- 
tute of friends, who visit us in these shades of distress, 
llie major has a numerous acquaintance of both 
sexes; among others, a first cousin of good fortune^ 
who, with her daughters, often cheer our solitude ; 
she is a very sensible ladylike gentlewoman, and the 
young ladies have a certain digagie air, that plainly 
diows they have seen the best company. Besides, I 
will venture to recommend Mrs. Minikin as a woman 
of tolerable breeding and capacity, who, I hope, 
will not be found altogether deficient in the accom- 
{dishments of the sex. So that we find means to make 
little parties, in which the time glides away insen- 
sibly. Then I have a small collection of books which 
are at your service. You may amuse yourself with 
Shakespeare, or Mflton, or Don Quixote, or any of 
our modem authors that are worth readings such 
as the Adventures of LoveiU, Lady Frail, G^rge 
Edwards, Joe Thompson, Bampfylde Moore Carew, ' 
Young Scarron, and Miss Betsy Thoughtless ; and if 
you have a taste for drawing, I can entertain you 
with a parcel of prints by the best masters.'' 

A man of our hero's politeness could not help 
expressing hi^n^Jf in the warmest terms of gratitude 
[7] 
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FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

for this courteous dedaratioiu He thanked the cap- 
tain in particular for his obliging ofPers, and begged 
he would be so good as to present his respects to the 
society, of which he longed to be a member. It was 
determined, therefore, that Minikin should return in 
an hour, when the Count would be dressed, in order 
to conduct him into the presence of his majesty ; and 
he had already taken his leave for the present, 
when all of a sudden he came back, and taking 
hold of a waistcoat that lay upon a chair, ^^ Sir,^ said 
he, ^^give me leave to look at that fringe ; I think 
it is the most elegant knitting I ever saw. But pray, 
sir, are not these quite out of fiaishion ? I thought 
plain silk, such as this that I wear, had been the 
mode, with the pockets very low.^ Before Fathom 
had time to make any sort of reply, he took notice of 
his hat and pumps ; the first of which, he said, was too 
narrow in the brims, and the last an inch too low in 
the heels. Indeed, they formed a remarkable ocm- 
trast with his own ; for, exclusive of the fashion of 
the cock, which resembled the form of a Roman gal- 
ley, the brim of his hat, if properly spread, would have 
projected a shade sufficient to shelter a whole file of 
musketeers from the heat of a summer''s sun ; and the 
heels of his shoes were so high as to raise his feet 
three inches at least from the surfeu^ of the earth* 

Having made these observations, for the credit of 
his taste, he retired, and returning at the time ap- 
pointed, accompanied Ferdinand to the apartment 
of the king, at the doors of which their ears were 
invaded with a strange sound, being that of a human 
voice imitating the noise of a drum. The captain, 
[8] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MIMIC WARFARE 

hearing this alann, made a fiill stop, and, giving the 
Coont to understand that his majesty was busy, 
begged he would not take it amiss, if the introduc- 
tion should be delayed for a few moments. Fathom, 
curious to know the meaning of what he had heard, 
applied to his guide for information, and learned 
that the king and the major, whom he had nomi- 
nated to the post of his general-in-chief, were em- 
ployed in landing troops upon the Genoese territoiy ; 
that is, that they were settling beforehand the man- 
ner of their disembarkation. 

He then, by the direction of his conductor, recon- 
noitred them through the keyhole, and perceiyed 
the sovereign and his minister sitting on opposite 
sides of a deal board table, covered with a large chart 
or map, upon which he saw a great number of mussel 
and oyster shells ranged in a certain order, and, at a 
little distance, several regular squares and columns 
made of cards cut in small pieces. The prince him- 
self, whose eyes were reinforced by spectacles, surveyed 
this armament with great attention, while the general 
put the whole in action, and conducted their motions 
by beat of drum. The mussel-shells, according to 
Minikin^s explanation, represented the transports, 
the oyster-shells were considered as the men-of-war 
that covered the troops in landing, and the pieces of 
card exhibited the different bodies into which the 
army was formed upon its disembarkation. 

As an affair of such consequence could not be trans- 
acted without opposition, they had provided divers 
ambuscades, consisting of the enemy, whom they 
represented by grey'peas; and accordingly Greneral 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

Madeaver, peiceiying the said grey peas marching 
along shore to attack his forces before they could be 
drawn up in battalia, thus addressed himself to the 
oyster-shells, in an audible voice : — ^ You men-of- 
war, don^t you see the front of the enemy advancing, 
and the rest of the detachment following out of 
sight? Arrah ! the devil bum you, why don^t you 
come ashore and open your batteries?^ Sosajdngyhe 
pushed the shells towards the breach, performed the 
cannonading with his voice, the grey peas were soon 
put in confusion, the general was beat, the cards 
marched forwards in order of battle, and the enemy 
having retreated with great precipitation, they took 
possession of their ground witiiout £surther difficulty. 



[10] 
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CHAPTER FORTY 

HE CQK1XMPLATB8 MAJESTT AND ITS SATELLITES m 
ECLIFSE. 

THIS expedition being happily finished, 
Greneral Macleaver put the whcie army, 
navy, transports, and scene of action 
into a canvas bag, the prince unsaddled 
his nose, and Captain Minikin being admitted, our 
hero was introduced in form. Very gracious was the 
reception he met with from his majesty, who, with a 
most princely demeanour, welcomed him to court, 
and even seated him on his right hand, in token of 
particular regard. True it is, this presence-chamber 
was not so superb, nor the appearance of the king so 
magnificent, as to render such an honour intoxicat- 
ing to any person of our heroes coolness and discretion. 
In lieu of tapestiy, the apartment was hung with 
halfpenny ballads, a truckle-bed without curtains 
supplied the place of a canopy, and instead of a 
crown his majesty wore a woollen night-cap. Yet, in 
spite of these disadvantages, there was an air of dig- 
nity in his deportment, and a nice physiognomist 
would have perceived something majestic in the 
features of his countenance* 

He was certainlya personage of very prepossessing 
mien ; his manners were engaging, his conversation 

[11] 
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FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

agreeable, and any man whose heart was subject to 
the meltiDgs of humanity would have deplored his 
distress, and looked upcm him as a most pathetic 
instance of that miserable reverse to which all human 
grandeur is exposed. His fall was ev^ greater than 
that of Belisarius, who, after having obtained many 
glorious victories over the enemies of his country, is 
said to have been reduced to such extremity of indi- 
gence, that, in his old age, when he was deprived of 
his eyesight, he sat upon the highway like a common 
mendicant, imploring the charity of passengers in 
the piteous exclamation of Date dbobum BeUsario; 
that is, ^ Spare a fiaxthing to your poor old soldier 
Belisarius.^ I say, this general'^s disgrace was not so 
remarkable as that of Theodore, because he was the 
servant of Justinian, consequently his fortune 
depended upon the nod of that emperor; whereas 
the other actually possessed the throne of sovereignty 
by the best of all titles, namely, the unanimous elec- 
tion of the people over whom he reigned; and 
attracted the eyes of all Europe, by the efforts he 
made in breaking the bands of oppression, and vin- 
dicating that liberty which is the birthright of man. 
The English of former dajrs, alike renowned for 
generosity and valour, treated those hostile princes, 
whose fate it was to wear their chains, with such 
delicacy of benevolence, as even dispelled the horrors 
of captivity ; but their posterity of this refined age 
feel no compunction at seeing an unfortunate mon- 
arch, their former friend, ally, and partisan, languish 
amidst the miseries of a loathsome jail, for a paltry 
debt contracted in their own service. But, moralis- 
[12] 
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ROYAL REPAST 

ing apart, our hero had not long conyersed with this 
extraordinary debtor, who in his present condition 
assumed no other title than that of Baron, than he 
perceived in him a spirit of Quixotism, which all his 
experience, together with the vicissitudes of his 
fortune, had not been able to overcome. Not that 
lus ideas soaied to such a pitch of extravagant hope 
as that which took possession of his messmates, who 
frequently quarrelled one with another about the 
degrees of &vour to which they should be entitled 
after the king^s restoration ; but he firmly believed 
that affairs would speedily take such a turn in Italy, 
as would point out to the English court the expe- 
diency of employing him again ; and his persuasion 
seined to support him against every species of pov- 
erty and mortification. 

While they were busy in trimming the balance of 
power on the other side of the Alps, their delibera- 
tions were interrupted by the arrival of a scuUion, 
who came to receive their orders touching the bill of 
fare for dinner, and his majesty found much more 
difficulty in settling this important concern, than in 
compromising all the differences between the ESmperor 
and the Queen of Spain. At length, however. Gen- 
eral Madeaver undertook the office of purveyor for 
his prince ; Captain Minikin insisted upon treating 
the Count ; and in a little time the table was covered 
with a cloth, which, for the sake of my delicate 
readers, I will not attempt to describe. 

At this period they were joined by Sir Mungo 
Barebones, who, having found means to purchase a 
coufde of mutton chops, had cooked a mess of broth, 
[18] 
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whidi he now brought in a sanoepan to the general 
rendezvous. This was the most remaricable obgect 
which had hitherto presented itself to the eyes of 
Fathom. Being naturally of a meagre habit, he was, 
by indigence and hard study, wore almost to the 
bone, and so bended towards the earth, that in walk- 
ing his body described at least 150 degrees of a circle. 
The want of stockings and shoes he suppUed with a 
jockey strai^t boot and an half jack. His th^is 
and middle were cased in a monstrous pair of brown 
trunk breedies, which the keeper bought for his use 
from the executor of a Dutch seaman who had lately 
diedinthejaiL His shirt retained no signs of its orig- 
inal colour, his body was shrouded in an old greasy 
tattered plaid nightgown ; a blue and white hand- 
kerchief surrounded his head, and his looks betokened 
that immense load of care which he had voluntarily 
incurred for the eternal salvation ofsinners. Yet this 
figure^ uncouth as it was, made his compliments to 
our adventurer in terms of the most d^^t address, 
and, in the course of conversation, disclosed a great 
fund of valuable knowledge. He had appeared in the 
great world, and home divers offices of dignity and 
trust with universal applause. His courage was un- 
doubted, his morals were unimpeached, and his person 
held in great veneration and esteem ; when his evil 
genius engaged him in the study of Hebrew, and the 
mysteries of the Jewish religion, which fairly dis- 
ordered his brain, and rendered him incapable of man- 
aging his temporal affiurs. When he ought to have 
been employed in the functions of his post, he was 
always wrapt in visionary conferences with Moses on 
[U] 
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A CHOLERIC FRENCHMAN 

the Mount; rather than regulate the economy of his 
housdiold, he chose to exert his endeavours in set- 
tling the precise meaning of the word EJohim; and 
having discovered that now the period was come, 
when the Jews and Grentiles would be converted, he 
postponed eveiy other consideration, in order to 
facilitate that great and glorious event. 

By this time Ferdinand had seen every member of 
the dub) except the French chevalier, who seemed to 
be quite neglected by the society ; for his name was 
not once mentioned during this communication, and 
they sat down to dinner, without asking whether he 
was dead or alive. The king regaled himself with a 
plate of ox-cheek ; the major, who complained that 
his appetite had forsaken him, amused himself with 
some forty hard ^gs, malaxed with salt butter ; the 
knight indulged upon his soup and bouilli, and the 
captain entertained our adventurer with a neck of 
v^ roasted with potatoes ; but befcnne Fathom could 
make use of his knife and fork, he was summoned to 
the door, where he found the chevalier in great agi- 
tation, his eyes sparkling like coals of fire. 

Our hero was not a little surprised at this appari- 
tion, who, having asked pardon for the freedom he 
had used, observed, that, understanding the Count 
was a fordgner, he could not dispense with appealing 
to him concerning an outrage he had suffered from 
the keeper, who, without any regard to his rank or 
misfortunes, had been base enough to refuse him 
credit for a few necessaries, until he could have a 
remittance from his steward in France ; he therefore 
conjured Count Fathom, as a stranger and nobleman 
[16] 
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like himself) to be the messenger of defiance, which 
he resolved to send to that brutal jailor, that, for 
the future, he might learn to make proper distinc- 
tions in the exercise of his function. 

Fathom, who had no inclination to offend this 
choleric Frenchman, assured him that he might 
depend upon his friendship ; and, in the meantime, 
prevailed upon him to accept of a small supply, in 
consequence of which he procured a pound of sausages, 
and joined the rest of the company without delay ; 
making a very suitable addition to such an assem- 
blage of rarities. Though his age did not exceed 
thirty years, his beard, which was of a brindled hue, 
flowed down, like Aaron^ to his middle. Upon his 
1^ he wore red stockings rolled up over the joint of 
the knee, his breeches were of blue drab^ with vellum 
button-holes, and garters of gold lace, his waistcoat 
of scarlet, his coat of rusty black cloth, his hair, 
twisted into a ramilie, hung down to his rump, of 
the coloiur of jet, and his hat was adorned with a 
white feather. 

This original had formed many ingenious sdiemes 
to increase the glory and grandeur of France, but 
was discouraged by Cardinal Fleury, who, in all 
appearance, jealous of his great talents, not only 
rejected his projects, but even sent him to prison, on 
pretence of being offended at his impertinence. Per- 
ceiving that, hke the prophet, he had no honour in 
his own oountiy, he no sooner obtained his release, 
than he retired to England, where he was prompted 
by his philanthropy to propose an expedient to our 
ministry, which would have saved a vast efiusion of 
[16] 
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blood and treasure; this was an agreement between 
the Qaeen of Hungaiy and the late Emperor, to 
decide their pretensions by a single combat ; in which 
case he offered himself as the Bavarian champion ; 
but in this endeavour he also proved unsuccessfuL 
Tlien turning his attention to the delights of poetry, 
he became so enamoured of the muse, that he ne* 
glected every other consideration, and she as usual 
gradually conducted him to the author^s never-fisdl- 
ing goal — aplace of rest appointed for all those sin* 
ners whom the profime love of poesy hath led astray. 



▼oL.n.— » [17] 
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CHAPTER FORTY-ONE 

ONE aUASXEL 18 C(»fFBOHIS£D, AND ANOTHSE DECIDED 
BT UNUSUAL ABIIS. 

lAMONG other topics of conversation that 
/^L were discussed at this genial meeting, Sir 
/ ^ k Mungo^s scheme was brought upon the 
•X J^ carpet by his majesty, who was gra- 
ciously pleased to ask how his subscription filled? 
To this interrogation the knight answered, that he 
met with great opposition from a spirit of levity and 
self-conceit, which seemed to prevail in this genera- 
tion, but that no difficulties should discourage him 
from persevering in his dui^ ; and he trusted in Grod, 
that, in a very littie time, he should be able to 
confute and overthrow the fisdse philosophy of the 
modems, and to restore the writings of Moses to that 
pre-eminence and veneration which is due to an 
inspired author. He spoke of the immortal Newton 
witii infinite contempt, and undertook to extract from 
the Pentateuch a system of chronology which would 
ascertain the progress of time since the fourth day of 
the creation to the present hour, with such exactness, 
that not one vibration of a pendulum should be lost ; 
nay, he affirmed that the perfection of all arts and 
sciences might be attained by studying these secret 
memoirs, and that he himself did not despair of 
[18] 
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Ifiaming from them the art of transmuting baser 
metals into gold 

The chevalier, though he did not pretend to con- 
tradict these assertions, was too much attached to 
his own religion to acquiesce in the knight^s project 
of converting the Jews and the Gentiles to the 
Protestant heresy, which, he said, God Almighty 
would never suffer to triumph over the interests of 
his own Holy Catholic Church. This objection pro- 
duced abundance of altercation between two very 
unequal disputants; and the Frenchman, finding 
himself puzzled by the learning of his antagonist, 
had recourse to the argvmentum ad hominem^ by lay- 
ing his hand upon his sword, and declaring that he 
was ready to lose the last drop of his blood in 
opposition to such a damnable scheme. 

Sir Mungo, though in all appearance reduced to 
the last stage of ataimal existence, no sooner heard 
this epithet applied to his plan, than his eyes gleamed 
like lightning, he sprung from his seat with the 
agility of a grasshopper, and, darting himself out at 
the door like an arrow from a bow, reappeared in a 
moment with a long rusty weapon, which might 
have been shown among a collection of rarities as the 
sword of Guy Earl of Warwick. This implement 
he brandished over the chevalier^s head with the 
dexterity of an old prize-fighterj exclaiming, in the 
French language, ^Thou art a profime wretch 
marked out for the vengeance of Heaven, whose 
unworthy minister I am, and here thou shalt fidl by 
the sword of the Lord and of Gideon.^ 

The chevalier, imterrified by this dreadful saluta- 
[19] 
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tioQ, desired he would aooompany him to a more 
ooDvenient place; and the world might have been 
deprived of one or both these knights-errant, had 
not Greneral Madeaver, at the desire of his majesty, 
interposed, and found means to bring matters to an 
accommodation. 

In the afternoon the society was visited by the 
major^s cousin and her daughters, who no sooner 
appeared than they were recognised by our adven- 
turer, and his acquaintance with them renewed in 
such a manner as alarmed the delicacy of Captain 
Minikin, who in the evening repaired to the Coimt^s 
apartment, and with a formal phj^ognomy, accosted 
him in these words: ^Sir, I b^ pardon for this 
intrusion, but I come to consult you about an afiair 
in which my honour is concerned; and a soldier 
without honour, you know, is no better than a 
body without a souL I have always admired that 
speech of Hotspur in the first part of Henry the 
Fourth: 

By Heaven, metfainks it were an easy leap. 

To pluck blight honour from the pale-fiusM moon ; 

Or dive into the bottom of the deqi. 

Where fiiithom-Une could never touch the ground. 

And pluck up drowned honour by the locks — 

There is a boldness and ease in the expression, and 
the images are very picturesque. But, without any 
further preamble, pray, sir, give me leave to ask how 
long you have been acquainted with those ladies 
who drank tea with us this afternoon. You^U for- 
give the question, sir, when I tell you that Major 
Madeaver introduced Mrs. Minikin to than as to 

[«0] 
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FEMALE VISITORS 

ladies of character, and, I dcm^t know how, dr, I 
baye a sort of preseniimeni that my wife has been 
imposed upon. Perhaps I may be mistaken, and 
God grant I may. But there was &Je ne sais quoi 
in their behaviour to-day, which begins to alarm 
my suspicion. Sir, I have nothing but my reputa- 
tion to depend upon, and I hope you will excuse me, 
when I earnestly b^ to know what rank they main- 
tain in life.^ 

Fathom, without minding the consequence^ told 
him, with a simper, that he knew them to be very 
good-natured ladies, who devoted themselves to the 
happiness of mankind. This explanation had no 
sooner escaped from his lips, than the captain^s face 
b^an to glow with indignation, his eyes seemed 
bursting from their spheres, he swelled to twice his 
natural dimensions, and, raising himself on his tip* 
toes, pronounced, in a strain that emulated thunder, 
** Blood! sir, you seem to make very light of the 
matter, but it is no joke to me, 1 11 assure you, and 
Madeaver shall see that I am not to be affronted 
with impunity. Sir, I shall take it as a singular 
&vour if you will be the bearer of a billet to him, 
which I shall write in three words ; nay, sir, you 
must give me leave to insist upon it, as you are the 
only gentleman of our mess whom I can intrust with 
an affair of this nature.^ 

Fathom, rather than run the risk of disobliging 
such a punctilious warrior, after having in vain 
attempted to dissuade him from his purpose, under- 
took to cany the challenge, which was immediately 
penned in these words : 

[«i] 
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*'Sm, — Yoa have violated my honour in impodng 
upon Mrs. Minikin your pretended cousins as ladies of 
virtue and reputation. I therefore demand such satis- 
&ction as a soldier ought to receive, and expect you 
will adjust with my fHend Count Fathom the terms 
upon which you shall be met by the much injured 

'* GouAH MonuN." 

This morceau being sealed and directed, was forth- 
with carried by our adventurer to the lodgings of 
the major, who had by this time retired to rest, but 
hearing the Count^s voice, he got up and opened the 
door in cuerpoy to the astonishment of Ferdinai^d, 
who had never before seen such an Herculean figure. 
He made an apology for receiving the Count in his 
birthday suit, to which he said he was reduced by 
the heat of his constitution, though he might have 
assigned a more adequate cause, by owning that his 
shirt was in the hands of his washerwoman ; then 
shrouding himself in a blanket, desired to know what 
had procured him the honour of such an extraordi- 
nary visit. He read the letter with great composure, 
like a man accustomed to such intercourse; then 
addressing himself to the bearer, ^I will be after 
diverting the gentleman,^ said he, ^ in any manner 
he shall think proper ; but, by Jesus, this is no place 
for such amusements, because, as you well know, my 
dear Count, if both should be killed by the /dianoe 
of war, neither of us will be able to escape, and after 
the breath is out of his body, he will make but a 
sorry excuse to his fkmily and friends. But that is 
no concern of mine, and therefore I am ready to 
please him in his own way.^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



MACLEAVER CHALLENGED 

Fathom approved of his remarks, which he rein- 
forced with sundry considerations, to the same 
purpose, and b^^ged the assistance of the major'*s 
advice, in finding some expedient to terminate the 
afiair without bloodshed, that no troublesome conse- 
quences might ensue either to him or to his antago- 
nist, who, in spite of this overstraining formality, 
seemed to be a person of worth and good-nature. 
^ With all my heart,^ said the generous Hibernian, 
^ I have a great regard for the little man, and my 
own character is not to seek at this time of day. I 
have served a long apprenticeship to fighting, as 
this same carcase can testify, and if he compels me 
to run him through the body, by my shoul, I shall 
do it in a fri^dly manner.^ 

So sayii^, he threw aside the blanket, and dis- 
played scars and seams innumerable upon his body, 
which appeared like an old patched leatthem doublet. 
^I remember,^ proceeded this champion, ^when I 
was a slave at A^^iers, Murphy Macmorrisand Ihap- 
pened to have some difference in the bagnio, upon 
which he bade me turn out. ^ Arra, for what P ^ said 
I ; ^here are no weapons that a gentleman can use, 
and you would not be such a negro as to box like 
an English carman.** After he had puzzled himself 
fat some time, he proposed that we should retire 
into a comer, and funk one another with brimstone^ 
till one of us should give out. Accordingly we 
crammed half a dozen tobacco pipes with sulphur, 
and, setting foot to foot, began to smoke, and kept 
a constant fire^ until Macmorris dropped down; 
then I threw away my pipe, and taking poor Murphy 
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in my arms, * What, are you dead ? * said I ; * if you are 
dead, speak*^ ^ No, by Jesus ! ^ cried he, ^ I an^t dead, 
but I^m speechless.^ So he owned I had obtained 
the victory, and we were as good friends as ever. Now, 
if Mr. Minikin thinks proper to put the affair upon 
the same issue, I will smoke a pipe of brimstone with 
him to-morrow morning, and if I cry out first, I will 
be after asking pardon for this supposed affix>nt.^ 

Fathom could not help laughing at the proposal, 
to which, however, he objected on account of Mini- 
kin^s delicate constitution, which might suffer more 
detriment from breathing in an atmosphere of sul- 
phurthanfrom thedischaige of a pistol, or the thrust 
of a small sword. He therefore suggested another 
expedient in lieu of the sulphur, namely, the gum 
called assqfcetida, which, though abundantly nauseous, 
could have no effect upon the infirm texture of the 
lieutenant's lungs. This hint being relished by the 
major, our adventurer returned to his principal, and 
having repeated the other's arguments against the 
use of mortal instruments, described the succedaneum 
which he had concerted with Macleaver. The cap* 
tain at first believed the scheme was calculated for 
subjecting him to the ridicule of his fellow-prisoner^ 
and began to storm with great violence ; but, by the 
assurances and address of Fathom, he was at length 
reconciled to the plan, and preparations were made 
on each side for this duel, which was actually smoked 
next day, about noon, in a small closet, detadied 
from the challenger's apartment, and within hearing 
of his majesty, and all his court, assembled as wit- 
nesses and umpires of the contest 
[84] 
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The combatants, being locked up together, began 
to ply their engines with great fury, and it was not 
long before Captain Minikin perceived he had a 
manifest advantage over his antagonist. For his 
oigans were femiliarised to the effluvia of this drug, 
which he had frequently used in the course of an 
hypochondriac disorder; whereas Macleaver, who was 
a stranger to all sorts of medicine, by his wiy faces 
and attempts to puke, expressed the utmost abhor- 
rence of the smell that invaded his nostrils. Never- 
theless, resolved to hold out to the last extremity, 
he continued in action until the closet was filled with 
such an intolerable vapour as discomposed the whole 
economy of his entrails, and compelled him to dis- 
gorge his breakfast in the &ce of his opponent, whose 
nerves were so disconcerted by this disagreeable and 
unforeseen discharge, that he fell back into his chair 
in a swoon, and the major bellowed aloud for assis- 
tance. The door being opened, he ran directly to 
the window, to inhale the fresh air, while the captain, 
recovering from his fit, complained of Madeaver^s 
unfeir proceeding, and demanded justice of the 
arbitrators, who decided in his favour; and the 
major being prevailed upon to ask pardon for having 
introduced Mrs. Minikin to women of rotten repu- 
tation, the parties were reconciled to each other, and 
peace and concord re-established in the mess. 

Fathom acquired universal applause for his dis- 
creet and humane conduct upon this occasion ; and 
that same afternoon had an opportunity of seeing the 
lady in whose cause he had exerted himsel£ He was 
presented to her as the husband^s particular friend, 
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and when she understood how much she was mdebted 
to his care and concern for the captain^s safety^ she 
treated him with imcommon marks of distinction ; and 
he found her a genteel, well-bred woman, not without 
a good deal of personal charms, and a well-cultivated 
understanding. 



[«] 
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CHAPTER FORTY-TWO 

AN UKEXFECtED BENCONTBS, AND A HAFFY BEVOLU- 
TIOM m THE AFFAIB8 OF OUB ADVENHTBEB. 

Ashe did not lodge within the precincts of 
this garrison, she was one day, after tea, 
conducted to the gate by the captain and 
1^ the Count, and just as they approached 
the tomkey^s lodge, our heroes eyes were struck with 
the apparition of his did companion Renaldo, son of 
his bcoiefactor and patron, the Count de MelviL 
What were the emotions of his soul, when he saw 
that young gentleman enter the jMrison, and advance 
towards him, after having spoke to the jailor ! He 
never doubted that, being informed of his confine* 
ment, he was come to upbraid bim with his viUany 
and ingratitude, and he in vain endeavoured to reool* 
lect himself from that terror and guilty confusion 
which his appearance had inspired; when the stranger, 
lifting up his eyes, started back with signs of extreme 
amazement, and, after a considerable pause, exclaimed, 
^Heaven and earth! Sure my eyes do not deceive 
me! is not your name Fathom? It is,it must be my 
old friend and companion, the loss of whom I have 
80 long regretted!^ With these words he ran 
towards our adventurer, and, while he clasped him in 
his arms with all the eagerness of affection, pro- 
[87] 
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tested that this was one of the happiest days he had 
ever seen. 

Ferdinand, who, firom this salutation, concluded 
himself still in possession of Renaldo^s good opinion^ 
was not deficient in expressions of tenderness and joy ; 
he returned his embraces with equal ardour, the 
tears trickled down his cheeks, and that pertur- 
bation which proceeded from conscious perfidy and 
fear, was mistaken by the unsuspecting Hungarian 
for the sheer efiects of love, gratitude, and surprise. 
These first transports having subsided, they adjourned 
to the lodgings of Fathom, who soon recollected his 
spirits and invention so well as to amuse the other 
with a feigned tale of his having been taken by the 
French, sent prisoner into Champagne, from whence 
he had written many letters to Count Melvil and his 
son, of whom he could hear no tidings ; of his having 
contracted an intimacy with a young nobleman of 
France, who died in tl^ flower of his age, after hav- 
ing, in token of his friendship, bequeathed to him a 
considerable legacy ; by this he had been enabled to 
visit the land of his forefiathers in the character of a 
gentleman, which he had suj^Knrted with some fig- 
ure, until he was betrayed into a misfortune that 
exhausted his funds, and drove him to the spot where 
he was now found. And he solemnly declared, that, fitr 
from forgetting the obligation he owed to Count 
Melvil, or renouncing the friendship of Roialdo, he 
had actually resolved to set out for Germany on his 
return to the house of his patron in the banning <^ 
the wedL posterior to that in which he had heea 
arrested. 

[«] 
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Young Melvil, whose own heart had never known 
the instigations of fraud, implicitly believed the story 
and protestations of Fathom ; and though he would 
not justify that part of his conduct by which the 
term of his good fortune was abridged, he could not 
help excusing an indiscretion into which he had been 
hurried by the precipitancy of youth, and the allure- 
ments of an artful woman. Nay, with the utmost 
warmth of friendship, he undertook to wait upon 
Trapwell, and endeavour to soften him into some 
reasonable terms of composition. 

Fathom seemed to be quite overwhelmed with a 
deep sense of all this goodness, and affected the 
most eager impatience to know the particulars of 
Benaldo^s fete, since their unhappy separation, more 
especially his errand to this uncomfortable place, 
which he should henceforth revere as the providential 
scene of their reunion. Nor did he forget to 
inquire, in the most affectionate and dutifrd man- 
ner, about the situation of his noble parents and 
amiable sister. 

At mention of these names, Renaldo, fetching a 
deep si(^ ^* Alas ! my friend,^ said he, ^ the Count 
is no more; and, what aggravates my affliction for 
the loss of such a fether, it was my misfortune to be 
under his displeasure at the time of his death. Had 
I been present on that melancholy occasion, so well 
I knew his generosity and paternal tenderness, that, 
sure I am, he would in his last moments have for- 
given an only son, whose life had been a continual 
effort to render himself worthy of such a parent, and 
whose crime was no other than an honourable passion 
[89] 
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for the most meritorious of her sex. But I was removed 
at a £gktal distance firom him, and doubtless my con- 
duct must have been invidiously misrepresented. Be 
that as it will, my mother has again given her hand 
in wedlock to Count Trebasi ; by whom I have the 
mortification to be informed that I am totally excluded 
from my father^s succession ; and I learn firom other 
quarters, that mysister is barbarously treated by this 
inhuman £Either-in-law. Grant, Heaven, I may soon 
have an opportimity of expostulating with the tyrant 
upon that subject.^ 

So saying, his cheeks glowed, and his eyes light- 
ened with resentment. Then he thus proceeded: 
^ My coming hither to-day was with a view to visit 
a poor female relation, firom whom I yesterday 
received a letter, describing her most deplorable 
situation, and soliciting my assistance ; but the turn- 
key affirms that there is no such person in the jail^ 
and I was on my way to consult the keeper, when I 
was agreeably surprised with the sight of my dear 
Fathom.'' 

Oxur adventurer having wiped firom his eyes the 
tears which were produced by the news of his worthy 
patron's death, desired to know the name of that 
afflicted prisoner, in whose behalf he interested him^ 
self so much, and Renaldo produced the letter, sub- 
scribed, " Your imfortunate cousin, Helen MelviL" 
This pretended relation, after having explained the 
degree of consanguinity which ^e and the Count 
stood in to eadi other, and occasionally mentioned 
some anecdotes of the family in Scotland, gave him 
to imderstand that she had married a merchant of 
[80] 
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FRAUDULENT LETTER 

London, who, by repeated losses in trade, had been 
reduced to indigenoe, and afterwards confined to 
prison, where he then lay a breathless corpse, having 
left her in the utmost extremity of wretchedness and 
want, with two young children in the smallpox, and 
an incurable cancer in one of her. own breasts. Li- 
deed, the picture she drew was so moving, and her 
expressions so sensibly pathetic, that no person, 
whose heart was not altogether callous, could peruse 
it without emotion. Renaldo had sent two guineas 
by the messenger, whom she had represented as a 
trusty servant^ whose fidelity had been proof against 
all the distress of her mistress; and he was now 
arrived in order to reinforce his bounty. 

Fathom, in the consciousness of his own practices, 
immediately comprehended the scheme of this letter^ 
and confidently assured him that no such person 
resided in the prison or in any other place. And 
when his firiend applied for information to the 
keeper, these assurances were confirmed; and that 
stern janitor told him he had been imposed upon by 
a stale trick, which was often practised upon strangers 
by a set of sharpers, who make it their business to 
pick up hints of intelligence relating to private 
fiunilies, upon which they build such superstructures 
of fraud and imposition. 

However piqued the young Hungarian might be to 
find himself duped in this manner, he rejoiced at the 
occasion which had thrown Fathom in his way ; and, 
after having made him a tender of his purse, took 
his leave, on purpose to wait upon TrapweU, who 
was not quite so untractable as an enraged cuckold 
[81] 
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commonly is; for, by this time, he had aooompUshed 
the best part of his aim, which was to be divorced 
from his wife, and was fully convinced that the 
defendant was no more than a needy adventurer, who, 
in all probability, would be released by an act of 
parliament for the benefit of insolvent debtors ; in 
which case, he, the plaintiff, would reap no solid 
advantage from his imprisonment. 

He, therefore, listened to the remonstrances of the 
mediator, and, after much canvassing, agreed to dis- 
charge the defendant, in consideration of two hun- 
dred pounds, which were immediately paid by Count 
MelvU, who, by this deduction, was reduced to some- 
what less than thirty. 

Nevertheless, he cheerfully b^^gared himself in 
behalf of his friend, for whose release he forthwith 
obtained an order; and, next day, our adventurer, 
having bid a formal adieu to his fellows in distress, 
and, in particular, to his majesty, for whose restora- 
tion his prayers were preferred, he quitted the jail, 
and accompanied his deliverer, with all the outward 
marks of unutterable gratitude and esteem. 

Surely, if his heart had been made of penetrable 
ekfffj it would have been touched by the circum- 
stances of this redemption ; but had not his soul been 
invincible to all such attacks, these memoirs would 
possibly never have seen the light. 

When they arrived at Renaldo^s lodgings, that 
young gentleman honoured him with other proofe 
of confidence and friendship, by giving him a circum- 
stantial detail of all the adventures in which he had 
been engaged after Fathom^s desertion from the 
[82] 
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inqperial camp. He told him, that, immediatdy after 
the war was finished, his &ther had pressed him to a 
Tery adyantageous match, with which he would have 
complied, though his heart was not at all concerned, 
had not he been inflamed with the desire of seeing 
Ihe world befinre he could take any step towards a 
settlement for life. That he had signified his senti- 
ments on this head to the Count, who opposed them 
with unusual obstinacy, as productive of a delay 
which mi^t be &tal to his proposal ; for which 
reason be had retired incogmto from his family, and 
travelled through sundry states and countries, in a 
disguise by which he cduded the inquiries of his 
parents. 

That, in the course of these peregrinations, he was 
ci^yated by the irresistible charms of a young lady, 
on whose heart he had the good fortune to make a 
tender impression. That their mutual love had sub- 
jected both to many dangers and difficulties, dur- 
ing which they suffered a cruel separation ; after the 
torments of which, he had happily found her in 
England, where she now lived entirely cut off from 
her native country and connexions, and destitute of 
every other resource but his honour, love, and pro- 
tection. And, finally, that he was determined to 
combat his own desires, how violent soever they might 
be, until he should have made some suitable pro- 
vision for the consequences of a stricter union with 
the mistress of his soul, that he might not, by a pre- 
cipitate marriage, ruin the person whom he adored. 

This end he proposed to attain, by an application 
to the court of Vienna, which he did not doubt would 
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have some r^ard to his own service^ and that of his 
fiither; and thither he resolved to repair, with the 
first opportunity, now that he had found a friend 
with whom he could intrust the inestimable jewel of 
his heart 

He likewise gave our hero to understand, that he 
had been eight months in England, during which he 
had lived in a frugal manner, that he might not un- 
necessarily exhaust the money he had been able to 
raise upon his own credit ; that, hitherto, he had been 
obliged to defer his departure for Germany, on 
account of his attendance upon the mother of his 
mistress, who was lately dead of sorrow and chagrin ; 
and that, since he resided in London, he had often 
heard of the celebrated Count Fathom, though he 
never imagined that his friend Ferdinand could be 
distinguished by that appellation. 
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CHAPTER FORTY-THREE 

FATHOM JUSTEFIES THE FBOVESB, ** WHAT 's BKED IN THE 



SOME drcumstances of this conversation made 
a deep impression upon the mind of our 
adventurer, who nevertheless concealed his 
emotions from the knowledge of his friend, 
and was next day introduced to that hidden treasure 
of which Renaldo had spoken with such rapture and 
adoration. It was not without reason he had expa- 
tiated upon the personal attractions of this young 
lady, whom, for the present, we shall call Monimia, a 
name that implies her orphan situation. When she 
entered the room, even Fathom, whose eyes had been 
sated with beauty, was struck dumb with admiration, 
and could scarce recollect himself so far as to per- 
form the ceremony of his introduction. 

She seemed to be about the age of eighteen. Her 
stature was tall; her motion graceful. A knot of 
artificial flowers restrained the luxuriancy of her fine 
black hair, that flowed in shining ringlets adown her 
snowy neck. The contour of her &ce was oval ; her 
forehead remarkably high ; her complexion dean and 
delicate, though not florid ; and her eyes were so 
piercing, as to strike the soul of every beholder. 
[86] 
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Yet, upon this occasion, one half of their vivacity 
was eclipsed by a languishing air of melancholy con- 
cern ; which, while it in a manner sheathed the edge 
of her beauty, added a most engaging sweetness to 
her looks. In short, every feature was el^antly per- 
fect ; and the harmony of the whole ravidiing and 
delightfuL 

It was easy to perceive the mutual sentiments of 
the two lovers at meeting, by the pleasure that 
sensibly dilSused itself in the countenances of both. 
Fathom was received by her as the intimate fiiend 
of her admirer, whom she had often heard of in 
terms of the most sincere affection ; and the conver- 
sation was carried on in the Italian language, because 
she was a foreigner who had not as yet made great 
proficiency in the knowledge of the Ei^lish tongue. 
Her understanding was such as, instead of diminish- 
ing, reinforced the prepossession which was inspired 
by her appearance; and if the sum-total of her 
diarms could not melt the heart, it at least excited 
the appetite of Fathom to such a d^ree, that he 
gazed upon her with such violence of desire, as had 
never transported him before; and he instantly 
began to harbour thoughts, not only destructive to 
the peace of his generous patron, but also to the 
prudential maxims he had adopted on his first 
entrance into life. 

We have already recorded divers instances of his 
conduct to prove that there was an intemperance in 
his blood, which often interfered with his caution ; 
and although he had found means to reider this 
heat sometimes subservient to his interest, yet, in aU 
[86] 
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probafaility, Heayen mingled the ingredient in his 
constitution, on purpose to counteract his consum- 
mate craft, defeat the villany of his intention, and 
at least expose him to the justice of the law, and 
the contempt of his fellow-creatures. 

Stimulated as he was by the beauty of the incom- 
paiabk Monimia, he foresaw that the conquest of 
her heart would cost him a thousand times more 
labour and address than all the victories he had 
ever achieved ; for, besides her superior understand- 
ing, her sentiments of honour, virtue, gratitude, 
religion, and pride of birth, her heart was already 
engaged by the tenderest ties of love and obligation, 
to a man whose person and acquired accomplishments 
at least equalled his own ; and whose connexion with 
him was of such a nature as raised an almost insur- 
mountable bar to his design; because, with what 
face could he commence rival to the person whose 
fiunily had raised him from want and servility, and 
whose own generosity had rescued him from the 
miseries of a dreary gaol ? 

Notwithstanding these reflecti<»is, he would not 
lay aside an idea which so agreeably flattered his 
imagination. He, like every other projector in the 
same circumstances, was so partial to his own quali- 
fications, as to think the lady would soon perceive a 
difierence between him and Benaldo that could not 
fiul to turn to his advantage in her opinion. He 
d^)ended a good deal on the levity and inconstancy 
of the sex ; and did not doubt that, in the course of 
their acquaintance, he should profit by that languor 
which often creeps upon and flattens the intercourse 
[87] 
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of lovers dojcd with the sight and conversation of 
each other. 

This way of arguing was very natural to a man 
who had never known other motives than those of 
sensuality and convenience ; and perhaps, upon these 
maxims, he might have succeeded with nine-tenths 
of the fair sex. But, for once, he erred in his calcu- 
lation ; Monimia'^s soul was perfect, her virtue 
impregnable. His first approadies were, as usual, 
performed by the method of insinuation, which 
succeeded so well, that in a few days he actually 
acquired a very distinguished share of her favour 
and esteem. To this he had been recommended, in 
the warmest strain of exaggerating friendship, by her 
dear Renaldo ; so that, placing the most unreserved 
confidence in his honour and integrity, and being 
almost quite destitute of acquaintance, she made 
no scruple of owning herself pleased with his com- 
pany and conversation ; and therefore he was never 
abridged in point of opportunity. She had too 
much discernment to overlook his uncommon talents 
and agreeable address, and too much susceptibility 
to observe them with indifference. She not only 
T^arded him as the confidant of her lover, but ad- 
mired him as a person whose attachment did honour 
to Count Melvil^s choice. She found his discourse 
remarkably entertaining, his politeness dignified 
with an air of uncommon sincerity, and she was 
ravished with his skill in music, an art of which she 
was deeply enamoured. 

While he thus ingratiated himself with the fair 
Monimia, Renaldo rejoiced at their intimacy, being 
[88] 
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extremely happy in the thought of having found a 
firiend who could amuse and protect the dear creature 
in his absence. That she might be the better pre- 
pared for the temporary separation which he medi- 
tated^ he began to be less frequent in his visits, or 
rather to interrupt, by gradual intermissions, the con- 
stant attendance he had bestowed upon her since her 
mother^s death. This alteration she was enabled 
to bear by the assiduities of Fathom, when she imder- 
stood that her lover was indispensably employed in 
n^otiating a sum of money for the purposes of his 
intended voyage. This was really the case ; for, as 
tiie reader hath been already informed, the provision 
he had made for that emeigency was expended in 
behalf of our adventurer ; and the persons of whom 
he had borrowed it, fiBu: firom approving of the use 
to which it was put, and accommodating him with 
a fresh supply, reproached him with his benevolence 
as an act of dishonesty to them; and, instead of 
£gkvouiing this second application, threatened to 
distress him for what he had already received. 
While he endeavoured to surmoimt these difficulties, 
his small reversion was quite exhausted, and he saw 
himself on the brink of wanting the common neces- 
saries of life. 

Tliere was no difficulty which he could not have 
encountered with fortitude, had he alone been con- 
cerned. But his affection and regard for Monimia 
were of such a delicate nature, that, far fit>m being 
able to bear the prospect of her wanting the least 
convenience, he could not endure that ^e ^ould 
suspect her situation cost him a moments perplexity ; 
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because he foresaw it would wring her gentle heart 
with unspeakable anguish and vexation. This, th»!e- 
fore, he ^ideavoured to anticipate by expressions of 
confidence in the Emperor^s equity, and frequent 
declarations touching tiie goodness and security o£ 
that credit from which he derived his present sub- 
sistence. 



[40] 
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CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR 

ANECDOnSS OF POVEBTT, AND EXFEEIMENTS FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THOSE WHOM IT MAY CONCE&N. 

HIS affisdrs being thus circumstanced, it is 
not to be supposed that he passed his 
time in tranquillity. Every day ushered 
in new demands and fresh anxiety ; for 
though his economy was frugal, it could not be sup- 
ported without money ; and now not only his funds 
were drained, but also his private friends tired of 
rdieving his domestic necessities; nay, they began 
to relinquish his company, which formerly they had 
coveted ; and those who still jGsivoured him with their 
company embittered that favour with disagreeable 
advice, mingled with impertinent reproof. They 
loudly exclaimed against the last instance of his 
friendship for Fathom, as a piece of wrong-headed 
extravagance, which neither his fortime could afford 
nor his conscience excuse; and allied that such 
specimens of generosity are vicious in any man, let 
his finances be never so opulent, if he has any rela- 
tions of his own who need his assistance ; but 
altogether scandalous, not to say unjust, in a person 
who depends for his own support on the favour of 
his friends. 
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Tliese expostulations did not even respect the 
beauteous, tlie accomplished, the gentle-hearted, the 
orphan Moniini€L Although they owned her per- 
fections, and did not deny that it would be highly 
meritorious in any man of fortune to make her happy, 
they disapproved of Renaldo^s attachment to the fair 
beggar, made light of that intimate imion of hearts 
which subsisted between the two lovers, and whidi 
no human consideration could dissolve; and some 
among them, in the consummation of their prudence, 
ventured to hint a proposal of providing for her in 
the service of some lady of fSeishion. 

Any reader of sensibility will easily conceive how 
these admonitions were relished by a young gentle- 
man whose pride was indomitable, whose notions of 
honour were scrupulously rigid and romantic, whose 
temper was warm, and whose love was intense. 
Every such suggestion was as a dagger to his soul ; 
and what rendered the torture more exquisite, he lay 
under obligations to those very persons whose selfish 
and sordid sentiments he disdained ; so that he was 
restricted by gratitude from giving vent to his indig- 
nation, and his forlorn circumstances would not per- 
mit him to renounce their acquaintance. While he 
struggled with these mortifications, his wants grew 
more and more importunate, and his creditors became 
clamorous. 

Fathom, to whom all his grievances were disclosed, 
lamented his hard hap with all the demonstrations 
of sympathy which he could expect to find in such a 
zealous adherent. He upbraided himself incessantly 
as the cause of his patron^s distress ; took God to 
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witness that he would rather have perished in gaol 
than have enjoyed his liberty, had he known it would 
have cost his dearest friend and benefactor one-tenth 
part of the anguish he now saw him suflfer ; and, in 
conclusion, the fervency of his affection glowed to 
such a degree, that he offered to b^, steal, or plunder 
on the highway, for Renaldo^s assistance. 

Certain it is, he might have recollected a less dis- 
agreeable expedient than any of these to alleviate 
the pangs of this unhappy lover ; for, at that very 
period he was possessed of money and moveables to 
the amount of a much greater sum than that which 
was necessary to remove the severest pangs of the 
Count's misfortune. But, whether he did not reflect 
upon this resource, or was willing to let Melvil be 
better €ux][uainted with adversity, which is the great 
school of life, I shall leave the reader to determine. 
Yet, so tar was he from supplying the wants of the 
young Hungarian, that he did not scruple to receive 
a share of the miserable pittance which that gentle- 
man made shift to extort from the complaisance of a 
few companions, whose countenance he still enjoyed. 

Renaldo^s life was now become a sacrifice to the 
most poignant distress. Almost his whole time was 
engrossed by a double scheme, comprehending his 
efforts to render his departure practicable, and his 
expedients for raising the means of daily bread. 
With r^ard to the first, he exerted himself among 
a set of merchants, some of whom knew his family 
and expectations ; and, for the last, he was fain to 
depend upon the assistance of a few intimates, who 
were not in a condition to furnish him with sums of 
[46] 
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ocmsequence. These, however, gradually dropped off, 
on pretence of friendly resentment for his indiscreet 
conduct ; so that he found himself naked and deserted 
by all his former companions, except one gentleman, 
with whom he had lived in the most unreserved cch> 
respondence, as with a person of the warmest friend- 
ship, and the most unbounded benevolence ; nay, he 
had actually experienced repeated proo& of his 
generosity ; and such were the Count^s sentiments of 
the gratitude, love, and esteem, whidi were due to 
the author of these obligations, that he would have 
wiUingly laid down his own life for his interest or 
advantage. He had already been at difierent times 
accommodated by this benefactor with occasional 
supplies, amounting in the whole to about forty or 
fifty pounds ; and so fearful was he of taking any 
step by which he might forfeit the goodwill of this 
gentleman, that he struggled with unparellded 
difficulty and vexation, before he could prevail upcm 
himself to put his liberality to another proof. 

What maxims of delicacy will not the dire calls of 
necessity infringe! Reduced to the alternative of 
applying once more to that beneficence which had 
never fiuled him, or of seeing Monimia starve, he 
chose the first, as of two evils the least, and intrusted 
Fathom with a letter exjdaining the bitterness of his 
case. It was not without trepidation that he received 
in the evening from his messenger an answer to this 
billet ; but what were his pangs when he learned the 
contents! The gentleman, after having prc^essed 
himself Melvil^s sincere well-wisher, gave him to 
understand, that he was resolved for the future to 
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detach himsdlf from eveiy correspondenoe which 
would be inconyenient for him to maintain; that 
heoHisidered his intimacy with the Count in that 
light; yet, neverthdeas, if his distress was really as 
great as he had described it, he would still contribute 
something towards his relief; and accordingly had 
sent by the bearer five guineas for that purpose ; but 
desired him to take notice, that, in so doing, he laid 
himself under some difficulty. 

Benaldo^s grief and mortiiBcation at this disappoint* 
ment were unspeakable. He now saw demolished 
tiie last screen betwixt him and the extremity of in- 
digence and woe ; he beheld the mistress of his soul 
abandoned to the bleakest scenes of poverty and 
want ; and he deeply resented the lofty strain of 
the letter, by which he conceived himself treated as 
a worthless spendthrift and importunate b^;gar. 
Though his purse was exhausted to the last shilling ; 
though he was surrounded with necessities and 
demands, and knew not how to provide another meal 
tor his fitir dependent, he, in opposition to all the 
suggestions and eloquence of Fathom, despatched 
him with the money and another billet, intimating, 
in the most respediul terms, that he approved of his 
frioid's new-adopted maxim, which, for the future, he 
should always take care to remember; and that he 
had sent back the last instance of his bounty, as a 
proof how little he was disposed to incommode his 
benefi9uHx)r. 

This letter, thou^ sincerely meant, and written 
in a very serious mood, the gentleman considered as 
an ungrateful piece of irony, and in that opinion 
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complained to seyeral persons of the Counts acquaint- 
ance, who unanimously exclaimed against him as a 
sordid, unthankful, and profligate knave, that abused 
and reviled those very people who had generously 
befiriended him, whenever they found it inconvenient 
to nourish his extravagance with further supplies. 
Notwithstanding these accumulated oppressions, he 
still persevered with fortitude in his endeavours to 
disentangle himself fix>m this maze of misery. To 
these he was enooiu'aged by a letter which about this 
time he received from his sister, importing, that she 
had good reason to believe the real will of her fether 
had been suppressed for certain sinister views ; and 
desiring him to hasten his departure for Hungary, 
where he would still find some friends who were both 
able and willing to support his cause. He had some 
trinkets left ; the pawnbroker's shop was still open ; 
and hitherto he made shift to conceal from Monimia 
the extent of his affliction. 

The money-broker whom he employed, after hav- 
ing amused him with a variety of schemes, which 
served no other purpose than that of protracting his 
own job, at length undertook to make him acquainted 
with a set of monied men who had been very ventur- 
ous in lending sums upon personal security ; he was 
therefore introduced to their dub in the most fistvour- 
able manner, after the broker had endeavoured to 
prepossess them separately, with magnificent ideas of 
his family and fortune. — By means of this anticipa- 
tion he was received with a manifest relaxation of 
that severity whidi people of this class mingle in 
their aspects to the world in general ; and they even 
[46] 
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Tied with each other in their demonstratioiis of 
hospitality and respect; for every one in peurticular 
looked upon him as a young heir» who would bleed 
fineely, and mortgage at cent, per cent. 

Renaldo, buoyed up with these exterior civilities, 
began to flatter himself with hopes of success, which, 
however, were soon checked by the nature of the 
conversation ; during which the chairman upbraided 
one of the members in open club for having once 
lent forty pounds upon sli^t security. The person 
accused alleged, in his own defence, that the 
borrower was his own kinsman, whose funds he knew 
to be su£5cient ; that he had granted his bond, and 
been at the expense of insuring his life for the money ; 
and, in conclusion, had discharged it to the day with 
great punctuality. These allegations were not deemed 
exculpatory by the rest of the assembly, who with 
one voice pronounced him guilty of unwarrantable 
rashness and indiscretion, which, in time coming, 
must undoubtedly operate to the prejudice of his 
character and credit. 

This was a bitter declaration to the yoimg Count, 
who nevertheless endeavoured to improve the footing 
he had gained among them, by courting their com- 
pany, conforming to their manners, and attentively 
Ust^ing to their discourse. When he had cultivated 
them with great assiduity for the space of some 
weeks, dined at their houses upon pressing invita- 
tions, and received repeated offers of service and 
friendship, believing that things were now ripe for 
the purpose, he, one day, at a tavern to which he 
had invited him to dinner, ventured to disclose his 
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situation to him whose countenance was the least 
unpromising ; and as he introduced the business with 
a proposal of borrowing money, he perceived his eyes 
sparkle with a visible alacrity, from which he drew a 
^PPy presage. But, alas ! this was no more than a 
transient gleam of sunshine, whidi was suddenly 
obumbrated by the sequel of his explanation ; inso- 
much, that, when the merchant understood the 
nature of the security, his visage was involved in a 
most disagreeable gloom, and his eyes distorted into 
a most hideous obliquity of vision; indeed, he 
squinted so horribly, that Renaldo was amazed and 
almost affrighted at his looks, until he perceived that 
this distortion proceeded from concern for a silver 
tobacco box which he had laid down by him on the 
table, after having filled his pipe. As the youth 
proceeded to unfold his necessities, the other became 
gradually alarmed for this utensil, to whidi he dart^ 
his eyes askance in this preternatural directicm, until 
he had slyly secured it in his pocket. 

Having made this successful conveyance, he shifted 
his eyes alternately from the young gentleman to the 
broker for a considerable pause, during which he in 
silence reproached the last for introducing such a 
b^gariy varlet to his acquaintance ; then taking the 
pipe from his mouth, ^ Sir,^ said he, addressing him- 
self to the Count, ^^ if I had all the inclination in the 
world to comply with your proposal, it is really not 
in my power. My correspondents abroad have re- 
mitted such a number of bad bills of late, that all 
my running cash hath been exhausted in supporting 
their credit, Mr. Ferret, sure I am, you was not 
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BAFFLED IN ATTEMPTS 

ignorant of my situation ; and I ^m not a little sor- 
prised that you should bring the gentleman to me 
on business of this kind; but, as the wise man 
observes, Bray a fool in a Ttwrtary amd he ^S neroer he 
wwf.^ So saying, with a most emphatic glance 
directed to the broker, he rung the bell, and called 
for the reckcming ; when, finding that he was to be 
the guest of Renaldo, he thanked him drily for his 
good cheer, and in an abrupt manner took himself 
away. 

Tliough baffled in this quarter, the young gentle* 
man would not despair ; but forthwith employed Mr. 
Ferret in an application to another of the society ; 
who, after having heard the terms of his commission, 
desired him to tell his principal, that he could do 
nothing without the concurrence of his partner, who 
happened to be at that time in one of our American 
plantations. A third being solicited, excused himself 
on account of an oath which he had lately taken on 
the back of a considerable loss. A fourth being tried, 
made answer, that it was not in his way. And a 
fifth candidly owned, that he never lent money with- 
out proper security. 

Thus the forlorn Renaldo tried every experiment 
without success, and now saw the last ray of hope 
extinguished. Well-nigh destitute of present support, 
and encompassed with unrelenting duns, he was 
obliged to keep within doors, and seek some comfort 
in the conversation of his charming mistress, and his 
fisdthfiil friend ; yet, even there, he experienced the 
extremest rigour of adverse fete. Every rap at the 
door alarmed him with the expectation of some 
VOL. II.— 4 [49] 
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noisy tradesman demanding payment. When he 
endeavoured to amuse himself with drawing, some 
milucky feature of the occasional portrait recalled 
the image of an obdurate creditor, and made him 
tremble at the work of his own hands. When he 
fled for shelter to the flattering creation of £mcy, 
some abhorred idea always started up amidst the 
gay vision, and dissolved the pleasing enchantment. 
— Even the seraphic voice of Monimia had no longer 
power to compose the anxious tumults of his mind. 
Every song she warbled, every tune she played, 
recalled to his remembrance some scene of love and 
happiness elapsed; and overwhelmed his soul with 
the woful comparison of past and present &te. He 
saw all that was amiable and perfect in woman, all 
that he held most dear and sacred upon earth, tot^ 
tering on the brink of misery, without knowing the 
danger of her situation, and found himself unable to 
prevent her fall, or even to forewarn her of the peril; 
for as we have already observed, his soul could not 
brook the thought of communicating the tidings of 
distress to the tender-hearted Monimia. 
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CHAPTER FORTY-FIVE 

SENALDO^S DISTRESS DEEPENS, AND FATHOM^S PLOT 
THICKENS. 

SUCH aggravated misfortune could not fail 
to afPect his temper and deportment. The 
continual efforts he made to conceal his 
vexation produced a manifest distraction in 
his behaviour and discourse. He began to be seized 
with horror at the sight of poor Monimia, whom he 
therefore shunned as much as the circumstances of 
their correspondence would allow ; and every even- 
ing he went forth alone to some solitary place, where 
he could, unperceived, give a loose to tiie transports 
of his sorrow, and in silence meditate some means 
to listen the burden of his woe. His heart was 
sometimes so savaged with despair, which represented 
mankind as his inveterate enemies, that he enter- 
tained thoughts of denouncing war against the 
whole community, and supplying his own wants 
with the spoils he should win. At other times he 
was tempted with the desire of putting an end to 
his miseries and life together. Yet these were but 
the transitory suggestions of temporaiy madness, 
that soon yidded to the dictates of reason. From 
the execution of the first he was restrained by his 
own notions of honour and morality; and, fix>m 
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using the other expedient, he was deterred by his 
love for Monimia, together with the motives of 
philosophy and religion. 

While in this manner he secretly nursed the worm 
of grief that preyed upon his vitals, the alteration 
in his countenance and conduct did not escape the 
eyes of that discerning young lady. She was alarmed 
at the change, yet afraid to inquire into the source 
of it ; for, being ignorant of his distress, she could 
impute it to no cause in which her happiness was 
not deeply interested. She had observed his strained 
complaisance and extraordinary emotion. She had 
detected him in repeated attempts to avoid her 
company, and taken notice of his regul£u: excursions 
in the dark. These were alarming symptoms to a 
lover of her delicacy and pride. She strove in vain 
to put the most favourable construction on what she 
saw ; and, finally, imputed the effects of his despon- 
dence to the alienation of his heart Made mis- 
erable beyond expression by these suspicions, she 
imparted them to Fathom, who, by this time, was in 
full possession of her confidence and esteem, and 
implored his advice touching her conduct in such a 
nice conjuncture. 

This artful politician, who rejoiced at the efiect of 
her penetration, no sooner heard himself questioned 
on the subject, than he gave tokens of surprise and 
confusion, signifying his concern to find she had dis- 
covered what, for the honour of his frigid, he wished 
had never come to light. His behaviour on this 
occasion confirmed her £sital conjecture; and she 
conjured him, in the most pathetic manner, to tell 
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her if he thought Renaldo^s heart had contracted 
any new ^gagement. At this question, he started 
with signs of extreme agitation, and stifling an arti- 
ficial sigh, ^Sure, madam,^ said he, ^^you cannot 
doubt the Count's constancy — I am confident — he 
is certainly — I protest, madam, I am so shocked.^ 

Here he made a full pause, as if the conflict be- 
tween his int^rity and his friendship would not 
allow him to proceed, and summoned the moisture into 
either eye — "Then are my doubts removed,'' cried 
the afflicted Monimia ; " I see your candour in the 
midst of your attachment to Renaldo ; and will no 
Icmger torment you with impertinent interrogations 
and vain complaints." With these words, a flood 
of tears gushed from her enchanting eyes, and she 
instantly withdrew into her own apartment, where 
she indulged her sorrow to excess. Nor was her 
grief unanimated with resentment. She was by 
Inrth, nature, and education inspired with that dig- 
nity of pride which ennobles the human heart ; and 
this, by the circumstance of her present dependence, 
was rendered extremely jealous and susceptible; 
insomuch that she could not brook the least shadow 
a( indifiSsrence, much less an injury of such a nature, 
from the man whom she had honoured with her 
affections, and for whom she had disoUiged and 
deserted her &mily and friends. 

Tbough her love was so unalterably fixed on this 
unhappy youth, that, without the continuation of 
reciprooal r^ard, her life would have become an un- 
supportable burden, even amidst all the splendour of 
affluence and pomp ; and although she foresaw, that, 
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when his protection should cease, she must be left a 
wretched orphan in a foreign land, exposed to all the 
miseries of want; yet, sudi was the loftiness of her 
displeasure, that she disdained to complain, or even 
demand an explanation fix>m the supposed author of 
her wrongs. 

While she continued undetermined in her purpose, 
and fluctuating on this sea of torture. Fathom, 
believing that now was the season for working upon 
her passions, while they were all in commotion, 
became, if possible, more assiduous than ever about 
the fair mourner, modelled his features into a melan- 
choly cast, pretended to share her distress with the 
most emphatic sjnoipathy, and endeavoured to keep 
her resentment glowing by cunning insinuations, 
which, though apparently designed to apologise for 
his friend, served only to aggravate the guilt of his 
perfidy and dishonour. This pretext of friendly 
concern is the most effectual vehicle for the convey- 
ance of malice and slander ; and a mane's reputation 
is never so mortally stabbed, as when the assassin 
begins with the preamble o^ ^^ For my own part, I 
can safely say that no man upon earth has a greater 
r^ard for him than I have; and it is with the 
utmost anguish and concern that I see him misbehave 
in such a manner.^ Then he proceeds to mangle 
his character, and the good-natured hearers, conclud- 
ing he is even blacker than he is represented, on the 
supposition that the most atrocious circumstances are 
softened or suppressed by the tenderness or friend- 
ship of the accuser, exclaim, ** Good lack ! what a 
wretch he must be, when his best friends will no 
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longer attempt to defend him!^ Nay, sometimes 
these weU-wishers undertake his defence, and treach- 
erously betray the cause they have espoused, by 
omitting the reasons that may be urged in his 
Tindication. 

Both these methods were practised by the wily 
Ferdinand, according to the jnedominant passion of 
Monimia. When her indignation prevailed, he ex- 
patiated upon his love and sincere regard for Renaldo, 
which, he said, had grown up from the cradle, to 
such a d^ree of fervour, that he would willingly 
part with life for his advantage. He shed tears for 
his apostasy ; but every drop made an indelible stain 
upon his character; and, in the bitterness of his 
grief, swore, notwithstanding his fondness for Re- 
naldo, which had become a part of his constitution, 
that the young Hungarian deserved the most infSst- 
mous destiny for having injured such perfection. At 
other times, when he found her mcdted into silent 
8QITOW, he affected to excuse the conduct of his 
friend. He informed her, that the young gentle- 
man^s temper had been uneven from his infancy; 
that frailty was natural to man ; that he might in 
time be redaimed by self-conviction ; he even hinted, 
that she might have probably ascribed to inconstancy, 
what was really the effect of some chagrin which 
he industriously concealed from his participation. 
But, when he found her disposed to listen to this 
last suggestion, he destroyed the force of it, by 
recollecting the circumstances of his nocturnal ram- 
Ues, which, he owned, would admit of no favourable 
construction. 
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By these means he blew the coals of her jealousy, 
and enhanced the value of his own character at the 
same time ; for she looked upon him as a mirror of 
£sdth and int^rity, and the mind being overcharged 
with woe, naturally seeks some confidant, upon whose 
sjnnpathy it can repose itself. Indeed, his great aim 
was to make himself necessaiy to her affliction, and 
settle a gossiping correspondence, in the feimiliarity 
of which he hoped his purpose would certainly be 
answered. 

Yet the exertion of these talents was not limited 
to her alone. While he laid these trains for the hap- 
less young lady, he was preparing snares of another 
kind for her unsuspecting lover, who, for the comple- 
tion of his misery, about this time b^;an to perceive 
marks of disquiet and displeasure in the countenance 
and deportment of his adored Monimia. For thact 
young lady, in the midst of her grief, remembered her 
origin, and over her vexation affected to throw a veil 
of tranquiUity, which served only to give an air of 
disgust to her internal disturbance. 

Renaldo, whose patience and jdulosophy were 
barely sufficient to bear the load of his otiier evils, 
would have been quite overwhelmed with the addi- 
tional burden of Monimia^s woe, if it had not 
assumed this appearance of disesteem, whidi, as he 
knew he had not deserved it, brought his resentment to 
his assistance. Yet this was but a wretched cor- 
dial to support him against the baleful reflections 
that assaulted him j&om every quarter ; it operated 
like those desperate remedies, which, while they 
stimulate exhausted nature, help to destroy the very 
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fundamentals of the constitution. He reviewed his 
own conduct with the utmost severity, and could not 
recollect one circumstance which could justly offend 
the idol of his souL The more blameless he appeared 
to himself in this examination, the less excusable did 
her behaviour appear. He tasked his penetration to 
discover the cause of this alteration ; he burned with 
impatience to know it ; his discernment fidled him, 
and he was afraid, though he knew not why, to 
demand an explanation. His thoughts were so cir- 
cumstanced, that he durst not even unbosom himself 
to Fathom, though his own virtue cmd friendship 
resisted those sentiments that b^an to intrude upon 
his mind, with suggestions to the prejudice of our 
adventurer's fidelity. 

Nevertheless, unable to endure the torments of such 
interesting suspense, he at length made an effort to 
expostulate with the fair orphan ; and in an abrupt 
address, the effect of his fear and confusion, b^ged 
to know if he had inadvertently done anjiliing to incur 
her displeasure. Monimia, hearing herself bluntly ac* 
costed in this unusual strain, after repeated instances 
o[ his reserve and supposed inconstancy, considered 
the question as a fresh insult, and, summoning her 
whole pride to her assistance, replied, with affected 
tranquillity, or rather with an air of scorn, that she 
had no title to judge, neither did she pretend to con- 
demn his conduct. This answer, so wide of that ten- 
derness and concern whidi had hitherto manifested 
itself in the disposition of his amiable mistress, 
deprived him of all power to carry on the conversa- 
tion, and he retired with a low bow, fully convinced 
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of his having irretrievably lost the place he had pos- 
sessed in her affection ; for, to his imagination, waiped 
and blinded by his misfortunes, her demeanour 
seemed fraught, not with a transient gleam of anger, 
which a respectful lover would soon have appeased, 
but with that contempt and indifierence which denote 
a total absence of affection and esteem. She, on the 
other hand, misconstrued his sudden retreat ; and now 
they beheld the actions of each other through the 
false medium of prejudice and resentment. To such 
fifttal misunderstandings the peace and happiness of 
whole £gunilies often fall a saoifioe. 
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CHAPTER FORTY-SIX 

OUK ADTEMnTBIB& BECOMES ABSOLUTE IN HIS POWER 
OYEB THE PASSIONS OF HIS FRIEND, AND EFFECTS 
ONE HALF OF HIS ADC 

INFLUENCED by tiiis dire mistake, the breast 
of those unhappy lovers began to be invaded 
with the horrors of jealousy. The tender- 
hearted Monimia endeavoured to devour her 
grie& in silence; she in secret bemoaned her forlorn 
£Gite without ceasing ; her tears flowed without inter- 
mission from night to mom, and from mom to night. 
She sought not to know the object for which she 
was forsaken ; she meant not to upbraid her undoer ; 
her aim was to find a sequestered comer, in which 
she could indulge her sorrow; where she could 
brood over the melancholy remembrance of her for- 
mer felicity ; where she could recollect those happy 
scenes she had enjoyed under the wings of her indul- 
gent parents, when her whole life was a revolution of 
pleasures, and she was surrounded with affluence, 
pomp, and admiration ; where she could, unmolested, 
dwell upon the wretched comparison between her 
past and present condition, and paint every circum- 
stance of her misery in the most aggravating colours, 
that they might make the deeper impression upon 
her minc^ and the more speedily contribute to tiiat 
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dissolution for which she ardently wished, as a total 
release from woe. 

Amidst these pinings, she began to loathe all sus- 
tenance ; her cheeks grew wan, her bright eyes lost 
their splendour, the roses vanished from her Ups, and 
her delicate limbs could hardly support their burden ; 
in a word, her sole consolation was limited to the 
prospect of depositing her sorrows in the grave ; and 
her only wish was to procure a retreat in which she 
might wait with resignation for that happy period. 
Yet this melancholy comfort she could not obtmn 
without the advice and mediation of Fathom, whom 
she therefore still continued to see and consult. 
While these consultations were held, Renaldo^s bosom 
was ravaged with tempests of rage and distracticm* 
He believed himself superseded in the affection of his 
mistress, by some favoured rival, whose success 
rankled at his soul; and though he scarce durst com^ 
municate the suspicion to his own heart, his obs^- 
vation continually whispered to him that he was 
supplanted by his friend Fathom ; for Monimia was 
totally detached from the conversation of every other 
man, and he had of late noted their intercourse with 
£stempered eyes. 

These considerations sometimes transported him to 
such a d^ree of frenzy, that he was tempted to sacri- 
fice them both as traitors to gratitude, friendship, and 
love; but such deUrinms soon vanished before his 
honour and humanity. He would not allow himself 
to think amiss of Ferdinand, until some undoubted 
mark of his guilt should a{q)ear ; and this was so £ur 
from beii^ the case, that hitherto there was scarce a 
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presumption. *^0n the contrary,^ said he to him- 
self *^I am hourly receiving proofs of his S3rm- 
pathy and attachment. Not but that he may be 
the innocent cause of my mishap. His superior 
qualifications may have attracted the eye, and en- 
gaged the heart of that inconstant fair, without his 
being sensible of the victory he has won ; or, perhaps, 
shocked at the conquest he hath unwillingly made, he 
discourages her advances, tries to reason down her 
unjustifiable passion, and in the meantime conceals 
fix)m me the particulars, out of regard to my happi- 
ness and quiet.^ 

Under cover of these fistvourable conjectures, our 
adventurer securely prosecuted his scheme up<m the 
unfortunate Monimia. He dedicated himself wholly 
to her service and conversation, except at those times 
wh»i his company was requested by Renaldo, who 
now very seldom exacted his attendance. In his 
ministry about the person of the beauteous orphan, 
this cunning incendiary mingled such awful regard, 
such melting compassion, as efiectually screened him 
from the suspicion of treachery, while he widened the 
£sital breach between her and her lover by the most 
diabolical insinuations. He represented his friend 
as a voluptuary, who gratified his own appetite with- 
out the least regard to honour or conscience ; and, 
with a show of infinite reluctance, imparted some 
anecdotes of his sensuality, which he had feigned for 
the purpose ; then he would exclaim in an affected 
transport, ^ Gracious Heaven ! is it possible for any 
man who has the least title to perception or human- 
ity to injure such innocence and perfection ! for my 
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own part, had I been so undeservedly happy 
Heaven and earth ! forgive my transports, madam, 
I cannot help seeing and admiring such divine attrac* 
tions. I cannot help resenting your wrongs ; it is 
the cause of virtue I espouse ; it ought to be the 
cause of every honest man.^ 

He had often repeated such apostrophes as these, 
which she ascribed to nothing else than sheer benev- 
olence and virtuous indignation, and actually b^an 
to think he had made some impression upon her 
heart, not that he now entertained the hope of an 
immediate triumph over her chastity. The more he 
contemplated her character, the more difficult the 
conquest seemed to be : he therefore altered his plan, 
and resolved to cany on his operations under the 
shelter of honourable proposals, foreseeing that a 
wife of her qualifications, if properly managed, would 
turn greatly to the account of the husband], or, if 
her virtue should prove refractory, that he could at 
any time rid himself of the encumbrance, by decamp- 
ing without beat of drum, after he should be cloyed 
with possession* 

Elevated by these expectations, he one day, in the 
midst of a preconcerted rhapsody, importing that he 
could no longer conceal the fire that preyed upon his 
heart, threw himself on his knees before the lovely 
mourner, and imprinted a kiss on her fedr hand. 
Though he did not presume to take this liberty till 
after such preparation as he thought had altogether 
extinguished her regard for Melvil, and paved the 
way for his own reception in room of that discarded 
lover, he had so fiur overshot his mark, that Monimia, 
[62] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PLAN TO SEPARATE THE LOVERS 

instead of fiEtYoming his dedaiaidon, started up, and 
retired in silence, her cheeks glowing with shame, 
and her eyes gleaming with indignation. 

Ferdinand no sooner recovered from the confusion 
produced by this unexpected repulse, than he saw the 
necessity of coming to a speedy determination, lest 
the offended fair one should appeal to Renaldo, in 
which case they might be mutually undeceived, to 
his utter shame and confusion ; he therefore resolved 
to deprecate her anger by humble supplications, and 
by protesting, that, whatever tortures he might suffer 
by suppressing his sentiments, she should never again 
be offended with a declaration of his passion* 

Having thus appeased the gentle Monimia, and 
discovered that, in spite of her resentment, his friend 
still kept possession of her heart, he determined to 
work an effectual separation, so as that the young 
kdy, being utterly deserted by Melvil, should be left 
altogether in his power. With this Christian inten- 
tion, he began to sadden his visage with a double 
shade of pensive melancholy, in the presence of 
Renaldo, to stifle a succession of involuntary sighs, 
to answer from the purpose, to be incoherent in his 
discourse, and, in a word, to act the part of a person 
wrapt up in sorrowful cogitation. 

Coimt Melvil, soon as he perceived these symptoms, 
very kindly inquired into the cause of them, and was 
not a little alarmed to hear the artful and evasive 
answers of Ferdinand, who, without disclosing the 
source of his disquiet, earnestly begged leave to retire 
into some other comer of the world. Roused by this 
entreaty, the Hungarian'^s jealousy awoke, and with 
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violent agitation, he exdaimed, ^^Then are my fean 
too true, my dear Fathom : I comprehend the mean- 
ing of your request. I have for some time perceived 
an host of horrors approaching from that quarter. I 
know your worth and honour. I depend upon your 
friendship, and conjure you, by all the ties of it, to 
free me at once from the most miserable suspense, by 
owning you have involuntarily captivated the heart 
of that unhappy maiden.^ 

To this solemn interrogation he made no reply, 
but shedding a flood of tears, of which he had always 
a magazine at command, he repeated his desire of with- 
drawing, €uid took Grod to witness, that what he pro- 
posed was solely tor the quiet of his honoured patron 
and beloved friend. *^ Enough,'" cried the unfortu- 
nate Benaldo, ** the measure of my woes is now filled 
up.^ So saying, he fell backwards in a swoon, from 
which he was with difficulty recovered to the seisa- 
tion of the most exquisite torments. During this 
paroxysm, oiur adventurer nursed him with infinite 
care and tenderness, he exhorted him to summon all 
his fortitude to his assistance, to remember his fore- 
frtthers, and exert himself in the imitation of their 
virtues, to fly from those bewitching charms which 
had enslaved his better part, to retrieve his peace of 
mind by reflecting on the inconstancy and ingratitude 
of woman, and amuse his imagination in the pursuit 
of h<mour and glory. 

After these admonitions he abused his ears with a 

forged detail of the gradual advances made to him by 

Monimia, and the steps he had taken to discourage 

her addresses, and re-establish her virtue, poisoning 
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the mind of that creduloiu ycmth to such a degree, 
that, in all probability, he would have put a fatal 
period to his own existence, had not Fathom found 
means to allay the rage of his ecstasy, by the cunning 
airangement of opposite considerations. He set his 
pride against his love, he opposed his resentment 
to his soiTow, and his ambiticm to his despair. 
Notwithstanding the balance of power so settled 
among these antagonists, so violent were the shocks 
of their successive conflicts, that his bosom hxei 
like a wretched province, harassed, depopulated, and 
laid waste, by two fierce contending armies. From 
this mom^it his life was nothing but an alterna- 
tion of starts and reveries; he wept and raved by 
turns, according to the prevailing gust of passion ; 
food became a stranger to his lips, and sleep to 
his eyelids ; he could not support the presence of 
Monimia, her absence increased the torture of his 
pangs ; and, when he met her by accident, he started 
back with horror, like a travell^ who chances to 
tread upon a snake. 

Hie poor afficted orphan, worn to a shadow with 
self-consuming anguish, eager to find some lowly 
retreat, where she could breath out her soul in peace, 
and terrified at the frantic behaviour of Renaldo, 
communicated to Fathom her desire of removing, 
and bulged that he would take a small picture of 
her father, decorated with diamonds, and conv^ 
them into money, for the expense of her subsistence. 
Hiis was the last pledge of her fiunily, which ahe 
had received from her mother, who had preserved it 
in the midst of numberless distresses, and no other 
▼oL.n.— 6 [66] 
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species of misery but that whidi she groaned under 
could have preinEtiled upon the daughter to part with 
it ; but, exdusive of other motives, the very image 
itself by recalling to her mind the honours of her 
name, upbraided her with living in dependence upoa 
a man who had treated her with such indignity and 
ingratitude ; besides, she flattered herself with the 
hope that she should not long survive the loss of this 
testimoniaL 

Our adventurer, with many profiessions of sorrow 
and mortification at his own want of capacity to 
prevent such an alienation, undertook to dispose of 
it to the best advantage, and to provide her with 
a cheap and retired apartment, to which he would 
conduct her in safety, though at the hazard of his 
life. In the meantime, however, he repaired to hia 
friend Renaldo, and, after having admonished him 
to arm his soul with patience and philosophy, de- 
clared that Monimia'^s guilty passion for himself 
could no longer be kept within bounds, that she had 
conjured him, in the most pressing manner, to assist 
her in escaping from an house whidi she considered 
as the worst of dungeons, because she was in it daily 
exposed to the sight and company of a man whom 
she detested, and that she had bribed him to com- 
pliance with her request, not only with repeated 
promises of eternal love and submission, but also 
with the picture of her father set with diamonds, 
which she had hitherto reserved as the last and 
greatest testimony of h^ affection and esteem. 

With these words he presented the fatal pledge 
to the eyes of the astonished youth, upon whom it 
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opemted like the poisonotui sij^t of the basilisk, for 
in an instant, the whole passions of his soul were in 
the most violent agitation* ** What ! ^ cried he, in 
an ecstasy of lage, *^ is she so abandoned to perfidy, 
so lost to shame, so damned to constancy, to grati- 
tude, and Tirtuous love, as to meditate the means of 
leaving me without deoenqr, without remorse! to 
forsake me in my adversity, when my hapless fortune 
can no longer flatter the pride and vanity of her 
expectation! O woman! woman! woman! what 
simile shall I find to illustrate the character of the 
sex? But I will not have recourse to vain com- 
plaints and feeble exclamations. By Heaven ! she 
shall not ''scape, she shall not triumph in her levity, 
she shall not exult in my distress ; no ! I will rather 
sacrifice her to my just resentment, to the injured 
powers of love and friendship. I will act the aveng- 
ing minister of Heaven! I will mangle that fair 
bosom, which contains so fidse a heart ! I will tear 
her to pieces, and scatter those beauteous limbs as a 
prey to the beasts of the field, and the fowls of the 
air!'* 

Fathom, who expected this storm, fer fix>m attempt- 
ing to oppose its progress, waited with patience until 
its first violence was overblown ; then, assuming an 
air of condolence, animated with that resolution 
which a frigid ought to maintain on such occasions, 
^My dear Count,^ said he, ^ I am not at all sur- 
prised at your emotion, because I know what an 
heart, susceptible as yours, must feel fix>m the apos- 
tasy of one. who has reigned so long the object of 
your love, admiration, and esteem. Your endeavours 
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to drive her from your thoughts must create an agony 
mudi more severe than that which divorces the sold 
from the body. Nevertheless, I am so confident of 
your virtue and your manhood, aa to foresee, that 
you will allow the fidr Monimia to execute that 
resolution which she hath so unwisely taken, to with- 
draw herself from your love and protection. Believe 
me, my best friend and benefactor, this is a step, in 
consequence of which you will infrdlibly retrieve your 
peace of mind. It may cost you many bitter pangs, 
it may probe your wounds to the quick ; but those 
pangs will be soothed by the gentle and salutary 
wing of time, and that probing will rouse you to a 
due sense of your own dignity and importance, 
which will enable you to convert your attention to 
objects far more worthy of your contemplation. All 
the hopes of happiness you had cherished in the 
possession of Monimia are now irrecoverably blasted ; 
her heart is now debased beneath your ccmsideration ; 
her love is, without all doubt, extinguished, and her 
honour irretrievably lost ; insomuch, that, were she 
to profess sorrow for her indiscretion, and implore 
your forgiveness, with the most solemn promises of 
regarding you for the foture with unalterable fidelity 
and aflfection, you ought not to restore her to that 
place in your heart which she hath so meanly for- 
feited, because you could not at the same time rein- 
state her in the possession of that delicate esteem 
without which there is no harmony, no rapture, no 
true enjoyment in love. 

^ No, my dear Renaldo^ expel the unworthy tenant 
from your bosom ; allow her to fill up the measure 
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of her ingratitude, by deserting her lover, friend, and 
benefiictor. Your glory demands her dismission ; the 
world will applaud your generosity, and your own 
heart approve of your conduct. So disencumbered, 
let us exert ourselves once more fai promoting your 
dqMU-ture fit>m this island, that you may revisit your 
Other's house, do justice to yourself and amiable 
sister, and take vengeance on the author of your 
wrongs ; then dedicate yourself to glory, in imita- 
tion of your renowned ancestors, and flourish in the 
fitvour of your imperial patron**" 

These remonstrances had such an effect upon the 
Hungarian, that his fisu» was lighted up with a 
transient gleam of satisfaction. He embraced Fer- 
dinand with great ardour, calling him his pride, his 
Mentor, his good genius, and entreated him to 
gratify the inclination of that fickle creature so &ut 
as to convey her to another lodging, without loss 
(^ time, while he would, by absenting himself, fiivour 
their retreat. 

Our hero having obtained this permission, went 
immediately to the skirts of the town, where he had 
previously bespoke a small, though neat apartment, 
at the house of an old woman, widow of a French 
refugee. He had already reconnoitred the ground, 
by sounding his landlady, from whose poverty and 
complaisance he found reason to expect all sorts of 
freedom and opportunity for the accomplishment of 
his aim upon Monimia^s person. The room being 
prepared for her reception, he returned to that dis- 
consolate beauty, to whom he presented ten guineas, 
which he pretended to have raised by pledging 
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the picture, though he hunself acted as the pawn- 
broker on this occasion, for a very plain and obvious 
reason. 

The fiur orphan was overjoyed to find her wish so 
speedily accomplished. She forthwith packed up her 
necessaries in a trunk; and a hackney-coach was 
called in the dusk of the evening, in which she 
embarked with her baggage and conductor. 

Yet she did not leave the habitation of Renaldo 
without regret In the instant of parting, the 
idea of that unfortunate youth was associated with 
every weD-known object that presented itself to 
her eyes ; not as an inconstant, ungenerous, and per- 
jiured swain, but as the accomplished, the virtuous, 
the melting lover, who had captivated her viigin 
heart As Fathom led her to the docnr, she was 
met by Benaldo^s dog, which had long been her 
fiEivourite; and the poor animal fawning upon her 
as she passed, her hcnrt was overwhelmed with such 
A gush of tenderness, that a flood of tears streamed 
down her cheeks, and she had well-nigh sunk upon 
the floor. 

Ferdinand, considering this emotion as the last 
tribute she would pay to Renaldo, hurried her into 
tiie coach, where she soon recovered her composure ; 
and in a little time he ushered her into the house 
of Madam la Mer, by whom she was received with 
great cordiality, and conducted to her apartment, 
with which she found no other fisiult than that of 
its being too good for one in her forlorn situation. 
Here^ while the tear of gratitude started in either 
eye, she thanked our adventurer for his benevolence 
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THE ORPHAN'S FRIEND 

and kind concern, assuring him, that she would not 
fail duly to beseech the Most High to shower down 
blessings upon him, as the orphan's friend and 
protector. 

Eathom was not deficient in those expressions that 
were best adapted to her present turn of mind. He 
observed, that what he had done was in obedience 
to the dictates of common humanity, which ^would 
have prompted him to assist any fellow-creature in 
distress ; but that her peculiar virtue and qualifica- 
tions were such as chaUenged the utmost exertion 
of his faculties in her service. He said, that surely 
Heaven had not created such perfection in vain; 
that she was destined to receive as well as to communi- 
cate happiness ; and that the Providence, which she 
so piously adored, would not fail, in due season, to 
raise her from distress and affliction, to that honour 
and felicity for which she was certainly ordained. 
In the meantime, he entreated her to depend upon 
his service and fidelity, and the article of her board 
being settled, he left her to the company and con- 
solation of her discreet hostess, who soon insinuated 
herself into the good opinion of her beauteous 
lodger. 

While our hero was employed in this transaction, 
Renaldo sallied forth in a sort of intoxication, which 
Fathom's admonitions had inspired ; and, repairing 
to a certain noted cofiee-house, engaged at chess 
with an old Fr^ch refugee, that his attention, by 
being otherwise employed, might not stray towards 
that fifttal object which he ardently wished to forget. 
But, unluckily for him, he had scarce performed 
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three moves of the game, when his ears were exposed 
to a dialogue between two young gentlemen, one of 
whom asked the other if he would go and see the 
^ Orphan ^ acted at one of the theatres ; observing) 
as a farther inducement, that the part of Monimia 
would be performed by a young gentlewoman who 
had never appeared on the stage. At mention of 
that name, Benaldo started ; for though it did not 
properly belong to his orphan, it was the appellation 
by which she had been distinguished ever since her 
separation from her fitther^s house, and therefore it 
recalled her to his imagination in the most interest- 
ing point of view. Though he endeavoured to expei 
the image, by a closer application to his play, every 
now and then it intruded upon his fancy, and at 
each return made a stronger impression ; so that he 
found himself in the situation of an unfortunate bark 
stranded upon some hidden rock, which, when the 
wind begins to blow, feels every succeeding wave 
more boisterous than the former, until, with irresis- 
tible fury, they surmount her deck, sweep everything 
before them, and dash her all to pieces. 

The refugee had observed his first emotion, which 
he attributed to an unforeseen advantage he himsdf 
had gained over the Hungarian ; but seeing him, in 
the sequel, bite his lip, roll his eyes, groan, writhe 
his body, ejaculate incoherent curses, and neglect his 
game, the Huguenot concluded that he was mad, 
and being seized with terror and dismay, got up and 
scampered ofiT, without ceremony or hesitation. 

Melvil, thus left to the horrors of his own thought, 
which tortured him with the apprehension of losing 
[7«] 
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THE DESERTED TEMPLE 

Monimia for ever, could no longer combat that sag- 
gestion, but ran homewards with all the speed he 
could exert, in order to prevent her retreat When 
he crossed the threshold, he was struck with such a 
damp of presaging fear, that he durst not in person 
approach her apartment, nor even, by questioning 
the servant, inform himself of the particulars he 
wanted to know. Yet his suspense becoming more 
insupportable than his fear, he rushed from room to 
room in quest of that which was not to be found; 
and, seeing Monimia^s chamber door open, entered 
the deserted temple in a state of distraction, calling 
aloud upon her name. All was silent, solitary, and 
wofiiL ^ She is gone,^ he cried, shedding a flood of 
tears, *^she is for ever lost; and all my hopes of 
happiness are fled!^ 

So saying, he sunk upon that couch on which 
Monimia had oft reposed, and abandoned himself 
to all the excess of grief and despondence. In this 
deplorable condition he was found by our adventurer, 
who gently chid him for his want of resolution, and 
again repelled his sorrow, by arousing his resentment 
against the innocent cause of his disquiet, having 
beforehand forged the particulars of provocation. 

^ Is it possible,^ said he, ** that Renaldo can still 
retain the least sentiment of regard for a fickle 
- woman, by whom he has been so ungratefully for- 
saken and so unjustly scorned? Is it possiUe he 
can be so disturbed by the loss of a creature who is 
herself lost to all virtue and decorum? — Time and 
reflection, my worthy friend, will cure you of that 
inglorious malady. And the future misconduct of 
[78] 
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that imprudent damsel will, doubtless, contribute to 
the recoyery of your peace. Her behaviour, at leav- 
ing the house where she had received so many marks 
of the most delicate affection, was in all re^)ects so 
opposite to honour and decency, that I could scarce 
re&ain from telling her I was d^ocked at her deport- 
ment, even while she loaded me with protestations 
of love. When a woman^s heart is once depraved, 
she bids adieu to all restraint; — she preserves no 
measures. It was not simply contempt which ahe 
expressed for Renaldo ; she seems to resent his being 
able to live under her disdain ; and that resentment 
stoops to objects unworthy of indignation. £v«i 
your dog was not exempted from the effects of her 
displeasure. For, in her passage to the door, die 
kicked the poor animal as one of your dependents; 
and, in our way to the apartment I had provided for 
her, she entertained me with a ludicrous comment 
upon the manner in which you first made her 
acquainted with your passion. All that modesty of 
carriage, all that chastity of conversation, all that 
dignity of grief, which she knew so well howto afiect, 
is now entirely laid aside, and, when I quitted her, 
she seemed the most gay, giddy, and impertinent of 
hersex.^ 

^ Gracious powers ! ^ exclaimed Renaldo, starting 
from the couch, ^am I under the delusion of a 
dream ; or are these things really so, as my frigid 
has represented them? Such a total and sudden 
degeneracy is amazing ! is monstrous and unnatural !^ 

•* Such, my dear Count,** replied our hero, **is the 
capriceof a female heart, fickle as the wind, uncertain 
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CONGRATULATED BY THE COUNT 

as a calm at sea, fixed to no prindide, but swayed 
by eveiy fwtastic gust of passion, or of whim. Con- 
gratulate yourself, therefore, my firioid, upon your 
happy ddiveranoe from such a domestic plague — 
upon the voluntary exile of a traitor from your 
bosom. — Recollect the dictates of your duty, your 
discretion, and your gloiy, and think upon the 
honours and elevated enjojnnent for which you are 
certainly ordained. To-night let us over a cheerful 
bottle anticipate your success ; and to-morrow I will 
accompany you to the house of an usurer, who, I 
am informed, fears no risk, provided twenty per 
cent be given, and the borrower^'s life insured.^ 
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CHAPTER FORTY- SEVEN 

THE AST OF BOR&OWINO rCTBTHER EXPLAINED, AND AM 
ACCOUNT OF A 8TKANOS PHENOMENON. 

IN this manner did the artful incendiary work 
upon the passions of the credulous unsuspecting 
Hungarian, who pressed him to his breast with 
the most cordial expressions of friendship, 
calling him his guardian, his saviour, his second 
father, and gave himself up wholly to his advice. 
Next morning, according to the plan they had 
laid overnight, they repaired to a tavern in the 
neighbourhood of the person to whom our adventurer 
had been directed, and were fortunate enough to 
find him in the house, transacting a money affiur 
with a young gentleman who treated him with his 
moming^s whet. 

That affair being negotiated, he adjourned into 
another room with Renaldo and his companion, who 
were not a little surprised to see this minister of 
Plutus in the shape of a young sprightly beau, 
trimmed up in all the foppery of the fashion ; for 
they had hitherto always associated with the idea of 
an usurer old age and rusty appareL After divers 
modish congees, he begged to know to what he 
should attribute the honour of their message ; when 
Ferdinand, who acted the orator, told him, that his 
[76] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONQUERED PREJUDICES 

flieDd Count Melvil, having oocam<Hi for a sum of 
money, had been directed to a gentleman of his name, 
^and, I suppose,^ added he, '^yon are the son of the 
person with whom the afiair is to be negotiated.^ 

^Sir,^ said this petii-maUrey with a smile, ^I per- 
cdve you are surprised to see one of my p rofearion 
in the appearance of a gentleman ; and periiaps your 
wonder will not cease, when I tell jrou, that my 
education was liberal, and that I once had the honour 
to bear a commission in the British army. I was 
indeed a first lieutenant of marines, and will venture 
to say, that no oflBcer in the service was more delicate 
than myself in observing all the punctilios of honour, 
lentertained the utmost contempt for all the trading 
part of the nation, and suffered myself to be run 
through the body in a duel, rather than roll with a 
brother-lieutenant, who was a broker^s son. But, 
tiiank Heaven 1 1 have long ago conquered all those 
ridiculous prejudices. I soon observed, that without 
money there was no respect, honour, or convenience 
to be acquired in life ; that wealth amply supplied 
the want <tf wit, merit, and pedigree, having influence 
and pleasure ever at command ; and that the world 
never fisdled to worship the flood of affluence, without 
examining the dirty channels through which it com- 
m<mly flowed. 

^ At the end of the war, finding my appointments 
reduced to two shillings and fourpence per day, and 
being addicted to pleasures which I could not pos- 
sibly purchase from such a fund, I sold my half-pay 
for two hundred pounds, which I lent upon bond to 
a young officer of the same regiment, on conditicm 
[T7] 
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that he should insuie his life^ and restore one-fourth 
part of the sum by way of premium. I hi^pened to 
be lucky in this first essay ; for the borrower, having 
in six weeks expended the money, made an excursion 
on the highway, was apprehended, tried, convicted 
of felony, and cut his own throat, to prevent the 
shame of a public execution ; so that his bond was 
disdiaiged by the insurers. 

^In short, gentlemen, when I engaged in this 
business, I determined to cany it on with such spirit, 
as would either make my fortune^ or entirely ruin 
me in a little time; and hitherto my endeavours 
have been tolerably sucoessfuL Nor do I think my 
proceedings a whit more criminal or unjust than 
those of other merchants, who strive to turn their 
moaej to the best account. The commodity I deal 
in is cash ; and it is my business to sell it to the best 
advantage. A London fector sends a cargo of goods 
to market, and if he gets two hundred per cent, 
upon the sale, he is commended for industry and 
address. If I sell money for one-fourth part of that 
profit, certain persons will be so unjust as to cry. 
Shame upon me, for taking such advantage of my 
neighbour's distress ; not ccmsiderin^^ that the trader 
took four times the same advantage of those people 
who bought his caigo, though his risk was not half 
so great as mine, and although the money I sold 
perhaps retrieved the borrower from the very jaws 
of destruction. For example^ it was but yest^day I 
saved a worthy man from being arrested for a sum 
of money, for which he had bailed a friend who 
treacherously left him in the lurch* As he did not 
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DISCOURSE ON USURY 

foresee what would happen, he had made no provi- 
sion for the demand, and his sphere of life secluding 
him from all sorts of monied intercourse, he could 
not raise the cash by his credit in the usual way of 
boTTOwmg; so that, without my assistance, he must 
hare gone to jail; a disgrace which would have 
proved &tal to the peace of his fismiily, and utterly 
ruined his reputation. — Nay, that veiy young 
gentleman, from whom I am just now parted, will, 
in all probability, be indebted to me for a veiy 
genteel livelihood He had obtained the absdute 
promise of being provided for by a great man, who 
dts at the helmof affairs in a neighbouring kingdom ; 
but, being destitute of all other resources, he could 
not have equipped himself for the voyage, in order 
to profit by Ids lordship^s intention, unless I had 
enabled him to pursue his good fortune.^ 

Renaldo was not a little pleased to hear this 
harangue, to which Fathom replied with many florid 
encomiums upon the usurer^s good sense and humane 
disposition; then he explained the errand of his 
friend, which was to borrow three himdred pounds, 
in order to retrieve his inheritance, of which he had 
been defrauded in his absence. 

^ Sir,^ said the lender, addressing himself to Count 
Melvil, ** I pretend to have acquired by experience 
some skill in physiognomy; and though there are 
some faces so deeply disguised as to baffle all the 
poietration of our art, there are others, in which the 
heart appears with such nakedness of integrity, as at 
once to recommend it to our goodwill I own your 
countenance prepossesses me in your fitvour ; and 
[791 
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you shall be accommodated, upon those terms from 
which I never deviate, provided you can find proper 
security, that you shall not quit the British domin- 
ions ; for that, with me, is a condition rinequa non^ 

This was a very disagreeable declaiati<Hi to 
Benaldo, who candidly owned, that, as his concerns 
lay upon the Continent, his purpose was to leave 
England without delay. The usurer professed him- 
self sorry that it was not in his power to oblige him; 
and, in order to prev^it any further importunity, 
assured them, he had laid it down as a maxim, from 
which he would never swerve, to avoid all dealings 
with people whom, if need should be^ he could not 
sue by the laws of this realm. 

Thus the interventionof one unluckyand unforeseen 
circumstance blasted in an instant the budding hopes 
of Melvil, who, while his visage exhibited the most 
sorrowful disaj^intment, b^ged to know, if there 
was any person of his acquaintance who might be 
less scrupulous in that particular. 

The young gentleman directed them to another 
member of his profession, and wishing them success, 
took his leave with great form and complaisance. 
This instance of politeness was, however, no more 
than a shift to disengage himself the more easily 
from their entreaties ; for, when the case was opened to 
the second usurer, he blessed himself frt>m such cus- 
tomers, and dismissed them with the most mortifying 
and boorish refusal. Notwithstanding these repulses, 
Renaldo resolved to make one deqierate push ; and, 
without allowing himself the least respit^ solicited, 
one by one, not fewer than fifteen persons who dealt 
[80] 
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M0BTIFYIN6 REFUSALS 

in thk kind of traflk, and his ptopouia were rejected 
by emciL At latt, fiitigued by the toil^ and exasper- 
ated at the ill success of his expedition, and half 
mad with the recdlection of his finances, whidi were 
now drained to half-a-crown, ^Since we have nothing 
to expect,^ cried he, ^fix>m the fitvour of Christians, 
let US have recourse to the descendants of Judah. 
Though they lie under the general reproach of 
nations, as a peojde dead to virtue and benevolence, 
snd wholly devoted to avarice, fraud, and extortion, 
the most savage of their tribe cannot treat me with 
more barbarity of indifference, than I have experi- 
enced among those who are the authors of their 
leproadL^ 

Although Fathom looked upon this proposal as 
sa extravagant symptom of despair, he affected to 
approve of the sdieme» and encouraged Renaldo with 
the hope of succeeding in another quarter, even if 
this expedition should fail ; for, by this time^ our 
adrenturer was half resolved to export him at his 
own diaige, rather than he should be much longer 
restricted in his designs upon Monimia* 

Meanwhile, being resolved to tiy the experiment 
upon the children of Israel, they betook theinselves to 
tibe house of a rich Jew, whose wealth they considered 
as a proof of his rapadousness ; and, being admitted 
into his counting-house, they found him in the midst 
of half a dozen derics, when Renaldo, in his imagi- 
nation, likened him unto a minister of darkness sur- 
rounded by his fiuniliars, and planning schemes of 
miseiy to be executed upon the hapless sons of men. 
In spite of these suggestions, whidi were not at all 
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mitigated by the forindding aspect of the Hebrew, 
he demanded a private audience ; and, being ushered 
into another apartment, he e^lained his business 
with manifest marks of disorder and a£Biction. In- 
deed, his confusion was in some measure owing to 
the looks of the Jew, who, in the midst of this exor- 
dium, pulled down his eyebrows, whidx were surpris- 
ingly black and bushy, so as, in appearance, totally 
to extinguish his visage, though he was all the time 
observing our youth from behind those almost 
impenetrable thickets. 

Melvil, having signified his request, ^ Young 
gentleman,^ said the Israelite, with a most discord- 
ant voice^ ^what in the ncune of goodness could 
induce you to come to me upon such an errand? 
Did you ever hear that I lent money to strangers 
without security?^ ^^No,^ replied Renaldo, ^^nor 
did I believe I should profit by my application ; 
but my affisdrs are desperate ; and my proposals hav- 
ing been rejected by every Christian to whom they 
were ofiered, I was resolved to tiy my fate among the 
Jews, who are reckoned another species of men*^ 

Fathom, alarmed at this abrupt reply, which he 
supposed could not fisdl to disgust tiie merchant, inter- 
posed in the conversation, by making an apology for 
the plain dealing of his friend, who, he said, was 
soured and ruffled by his misfortunes ; then exert- 
ing that power of eloquence which he had at com- 
mand, he expostulated upon Renaldo^s daim and 
expectations, described the wrongs he had sufiered, 
extolled his virtue^ and drew a most pathetic picture 
of his distress. 
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The Jew listened attentively for some time ; then 
his eyebrows b^an to rise and fiedl alternately ; he 
coughed, sneezed, and winking hard, ^Vm plagued,^ 
said he, ^ with a salt ifaeum that trickles from my 
eyes without intermission.^ So sajring, he wiped the 
moisture from his face, and proceeded in these words : 
'^Sir, your story is plausible ; and your friend is a 
good advocate ; but before I give an answer to your 
demand, I must b^ leave to ask if you can produce 
undeniable evidence of your being the identical 
person you really assume? If you are really the 
Count de Melvil, you will excuse my caution. We 
cannot be too much on our guard against fraud ; 
though I must own you have not the air of an 
impostor.^ 

Renaldo^s eyes began to sparkle at this preliminary 
question ; to which he replied, that he could procure 
ttie testimony of the Emperor's minister, to whom 
he had occasionally paid his respects since his first 
airival in England. 

''If that be the case,"* said the Jew, ''take the 
trouble to call here to-morrow morning, at eight 
o^dock, and I will carry you in my own coach to the 
house of his excellency, with whom I have the honour 
to be acquainted ; and, if he has nothing to object 
against your character or pretensions, I will contribute 
my assistance towards your obtaining justice at the 
Imperial oourt^ 

The Himgarian was so much confounded at this 

unexpected reception, that he had not power to 

thank the merchant for his promised frivour, but 

stood motionless and silent, while the streams of 
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gratitude ran down his cheeks. This genuine emotion 
of the heart was of more weight with the Jew, than 
the eloquent acknowledgment which Ferdinand took 
the oppcnrtuniiy of making for his friend ; and he 
was fidn to dismiss them a little almiptly, in order 
to prevent a second discharge of that same rheum of 
which he had already complained. 

Melvil recollected all that had happened as a 
dream, which had no foundation in truth, and was 
all day long in a sort of delirium, produced by the 
alternate gusts of hope and fear liiat still agitated 
his bosom ; for he was not yet without apprehension 
of being again disappointed by some unhicky occnr- 
r^oe. 

He did not, however, fedl to be punctual to the 
hour of his appointment, when the Jew told him, 
there would be no occasion for visiting the ambassador, 
because Renaldo had been, the precedixig day, recog- 
nised by one of the clerks who had been employed as 
a purveyor in the Imperial army ; and who, knowing 
his funily, confirmed everything he had allq;ed. 
^ After break&st,^ continued this benevolent Israr 
elite, **I will give you an order upon my banker for 
five hundred pounds, that you may be enabled to 
appear at Vienna as the son and representative of 
Count Melvil ; and you shall also be furnished with 
a letter of recommendation to a person of some influ- 
ence at that court, whose friendship and countenance 
may be of some service to your suit ; for I am now 
heartily engaged in your interest, in consequence ci 
the fair and unblemished character which I find you 
have hitherto maintained.^ 
[84] 
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BENALDO'S FEELINGS 

Hie leader must appeal to his own heart, to acquire 
a just idea of Renaldo^s feelings, when every tittle of 
these promises was fulfilled, and the merchant refused 
to take one £surthing by way of premium, contoiting 
himself with the slender security of a personal bond. 
He was, in truth, overwhelmed with tike obligation, 
and certainly disposed to believe that his benefactor 
was something more than human. As for Fathom, 
lus sentiments took a dijSerent turn ; and he scrupled 
not to impute all this kindness to some deep-laid 
interested scheme, the scope of which he could not 
at present compr^end. 

After the tumults of the young gentleman^s joy 
had subsided, and he found himself eased of that 
burdensome poverty under which he had groaned so 
loDg^ his thoughts, which before were dissipated 
iq>on the various circumstances of distress, began to 
collect themselves in a body, and to resmne their 
deliberaticms upon a subject which they had been 
long accustomed to consider; this was no other 
ihan the forlorn Monimia, whose idea now emerged 
in his bosom, being dis^icumbered of one part 
of the load by which it had been depressed. He 
menticmed her name to Fathom with marks of the 
most melting compassion, deplored her apostasy, 
and, while he protested that he had divorced her 
for ever from his heart, expressed an inclination 
to see her cmce more before his departure^ that 
he might in person exhort her to penitoice and 
reformation. 

Our adventurer, who dreaded such an interview as 
the in&llible means of his own ruin^ resisted the pro* 
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posal with the whole power of his elocation. He 
affirmed, that Renaldo^s desire was a manifest prodF 
that he still retained part of the &tal poison which 
that enchantress had spread within his veins; and that 
the sight of her, softened by his reproaches into tears 
and affected contrition, wc^d dispel his resentment, 
disable his manhood, and blow the embers of his 
former passion to such a rage, as would hurry him 
on to a reconciliation, which would debase his hon- 
our, and ruin his future peace. In a word, Ferdi- 
nand described the danger that would attend the 
meeting in such emphatic terms, that the Hungarian 
started with horror at the picture which he drew,and 
in this particular confom^ with the admonition of 
his fijend. 

One hundred pounds of the Jew^s money was 
immediately appropiated for the payment of his 
most urgent debts ; the like sum he presented to his 
firiend Fathom, with a solemn promise of sharing 
with him whatever good fortune might await him in 
Germany. And though Monimia had forfeited all 
title to his r^ard, so ill could he bear the jnospect 
of her distress, that he entrusted his dear companion 
with the half of what remained, to be expanded for 
her use, fully resolving to screen her from the shod» 
and temptations of want, as the circumstances of his 
future fate would allow. 

Fathom, far from opposing, applauded his gener- 
osiiy with marks of extreme wonder and admiration, 
assuring him, that she should be put in possession c^ 
his bounty immediately after his departure, he bemg 
unwilling to make her acquainted with her good 
[86] 
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FEAR OF FALSE PROFESSIONS 

fortune before that period, lest, finding his affiuis in 
a £Bdr way of being retrieved, ahe ahould be base 
enough to worship his returning prosperity, and, by 
false professicms, and artful blandishments, seek to 
ensnare his heart anew. 
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CHAPTER FORTY-EIGHT 

COUNT FATHOM UNMASKS HIS BATTERY; IS BEFULSSD; 
AND VABIBS HIS OPERATIONS WITHOUT EFFECT. 

EVERY necessaiy preparation being made, 
Renaldo, accompanied by our adventorer, 
took the road to Dover, where he embarked 
in a packet-boat for Calais, after having 
settled a correspondence with his dear Ferdinand, 
from whom he did not part without tears. He had 
before solicited him to be his fellow-traveUer, that 
he might personally enjoy the benefit of his conversa- 
tion and superior sagacity ; but these entreaties he 
strenuously opposed, on pretence of his being deter- 
mined to push his fortune in England, which he con- 
sidered as his native coimtry, and as the land in which, 
of all others, a man of merit has the best encourage- 
ment. Such were the reasons he alleged for refusing 
to attend his bene&ctor, who was himself eageriy 
desirous of attaining a settlement in the island of 
Great Britain. But our hero's real motives for 
staying were of a very different complexion. — The 
reader is already informed of his aim upon the fiair 
orphan, which, at present, was the chief spring of 
his conduct He may also recollect such passages 
of his life, as wefe sufficient to deter him from reap- 
pearing at Flresbuig or Vienna. But, besides these 
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leflections, he was detained by a full persuasion that 
Renaldo would sink under ihe power and influence 
of his antagonist, ocxisequently be rendefed incapar 
fale to provide for his fiiends ; and that he Kinwlf^ 
fraught with wiles and experience as he was, could 
not &il to make himself amends for what he had suf- 
fered amiHig a people equally rich and unthinking, 

Melvil, having embraced our adventurer, and with 
a deep si^ bid him take care of the unfortunate 
Monimia, committed himself to the sea, and, by the 
assistance of a fiivourable gale, was in four hours 
safely landed on the French shore; while Fathom 
took post-horses for London, where he arrived tibat 
same night, and next day, in the forenoon, went to 
visit the beauteous mourner, who had as yet received 
no intimation of Renaldo^s departure or design. He 
feund her in the attitude of writing a letter to her 
inconstant lover, the contents of which the reader 
will be acquainted with in due time. Her counte- 
nance, notwithstanding the veil of melancholy by 
which it was overcast, seemed altogether serene and 
composed ; she was the picture of pious resignation, 
and sai Kke Patiemcb on a monumerU, snuKng at 
grief. After having paid the compliment of the 
morning. Fathom b^^ed pardon for having omitted 
to visit her during three days, in which, he said, his 
time had been wholly engrossed in procuring a 
proper equipage for Count Melvil, who had at last 
bid an eternal adieu to the island of Great Britain. 

At this information the hapless Monimia fell back 
m her diair, and continued some minutes in aswoon ; 
from wfaidi being recovered, ^Excuse me, Mr. 
[89] 
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Fatiiom,^ cried she with a deep sigh ; ** this, I hope, 
is the last agony I shall feel firom my unhappy 
passion.^ — Then wiping the tears from her lovely 
eyes, she retrieved her tranquilUty, and desired to 
Imow by what means Renaldo had been enabled to 
undertake his journey into the empire. Our hero, 
upon this occasion, assumed the whole merit of hav- 
ing promoted the interest of his friend, by giving 
her to understand, that he, in consequence of an 
unforeseen windfeU, had defrayed the expense of the 
Count^s equipment ; though he observed, that it was 
not without reluctance he saw Benaldo make a wrong 
use of his friendship. 

^Although I was happy,^ proceeded this artful 
traitor, ^Mn being aUe to disdiarge my obligations 
to the house of Melvil, I could not help feeling the 
most sensible chagrin, when I saw my assistance 
rendered subservient to the triumphs of the youth^s 
baseness and infidelity ; for he chose, as the compan* 
ion of his travels, the abandoned woman for whom 
he had foresaken the all-perfect Monimia, whose 
virtue and accomplishments did not preserve her 
sacred firom his ungratefrd sarcasms and unmannady 
ridicule. Believe me, madam, I was so shocked at 
his conversation on that subject, and so mudi 
incensed at his want of delicacy, that my temper was 
scarce sufficient for the ceremony of parting. And, 
now that my debt to his family is over-paid, I have 
solemnly renoimced his correspondence.^ 

When she heard that, instead of betraying the least 
symptom of regret or compassion for her unhappy 
fete, the perfidious youth had exulted over her fell, 
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and even made her a subject for his nurth, the blood 
revisited her ftuled cheeks, and resentment restored 
to her eyes that poignancy which sorrow had before 
overcome. Yet she scorned to give speech to her 
indignation; but, forcing a smile, ^^Why should 
I repine,^ said she, ^^ at the mortifications of a life 
which I despise, and from which, I hope, Heaven 
speedily will set me free ! ^ 

Fathom, fired by her emotion, which had recalled 
all the graces of her beauty, exclaimed in a rapture, 
^ Talk not so contemptuously of this life, which hath 
still a fund of happiness in store for the amiable, the 
divine Monimia. Thou^ one admirer hath proved 
an apostate to his vows, your candour will not suffer 
you to condemn the whole sex. Some there are, 
whose bosoms glow vrith passion equally piure, unal- 
terable, and intense. For my own part, I have sacri- 
ficed to a rigid punctilio of honour the dearest ideas 
of my heart I beheld your unrivalled charms, and 
deeply fdit their power. Yet, while a possibility of 
Melvil^s reformation remained, and while I was 
restrained by my niggard fcMrtune fit>m making a 
tender worthy of your acceptance, I combated vdth 
my inclinations, and bore without repining the pangs 
of hopeless love. But, now that my honour is dis- 
engaged, and my fortune rendefed independent, by 
the last will of a worthy nobleman, whose friendship 
I was favoured with in France, I presume to lay 
myself at the feet of the adorable Monimia, as the 
most feithfrd of admirers, whose happiness or miseiy 
whoUy depends upon her nod. Beheve me, madam, 
these are not the professions of idle gallantly— I 
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speak tiie genuine, though unperfect, language of 
my heart. Words, even the niost pathetic, cannot 
do justice to my love. I gaze upon your beauty 
with ravishment; but I contemplate the graces of 
your soul with such awful veneration, that I tremble 
while I approach you, as if my vows were addressed 
to some supmor being.^ 

During this declaration, which was pronounced in 
the most emphatic manner, Monimia was successively 
agitated with shame, anger, and grief; nevertheless, 
she summoned her whole philosophy to her aid, and, 
with a tranquil, though determined air, begged he 
would not diiminish the obligations he had already 
conferred, by disturbing with such unseasonable 
addresses a poor unhappy maid, who had detached ' 
all her thoughts from earthly objects, and waited 
impatiently for that dissolution which alone could 
put a period to her misfortunes. 

Fathom, imagining that these were no other than 
the suggestions of a temporary disappointment and 
despondence, which it was his business to oppose 
with all his eloquence and art, renewed his ^eme 
with redoubled ardour, and, at last, became so im- 
portunate in his desires, that Monimia, provoked 
beyond the power of concealing her resentment, said, 
she was heartily sorry to find herself under the neoes* 
sity of telling him, that, in the midst of her mis- 
fortunes, she could not help remembering what she 
had been. Then, rising from her seat, with all the 
dignity of displeasure, ^ Perhaps,^ added she, ^you 
have foi^gcyt who was the father of the once happy 
Monimia.^ 
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IJVith these woicU she retired into another chara* 
ber, leaving onr adventurer confounded by the 
repulse he had sustained. Not that he was dis- 
couraged from prosecuting his aim — on the om- 
traiy, this rebuff seemed to add fresh vigour to his 
operations. He now thought it high time to brii^ 
over Madam laMer to his interest ; and, to facilitate 
her conversion, took an opportunity of bribing her 
with some inconsiderable preaents, after having 
amused her with a plausible tale of his passion for 
Monimia, with whom she imdertook the office of his 
mediatrix, on the supposition that his intentions 
were honourable, and highly advantageous to her 
lodger. 

She was, first of all, invested with the office of 
obtaining pardon for the offisnce he had given ; and, 
in this negotiation she succeeded so well, as to become 
an advocate for his suit ; accordingly, she took all 
occasions of magnifying his praise. His agreeable 
person was often the subject of her discourse to 
the fedr mourner. Her admiration dwelt upon his 
politeness, good sense^ and winning deportment; 
and she every day retailed little stories of his benevo- 
lence and greatness of souL The defect in his birth 
she represented as a circumstance altogether foreign 
from the consideration of his merit ; especially in a 
nation where such distinctions are as littie respected 
as they will be in a friture state. She mentioned 
several persons of note, who basked in the sunshine 
of power and fortune, without having enjoyed the 
least hereditary assistance from their forefathers. 
One, she said, ^rung from the loins of an obscure 
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attorney ; another was the grandson of a valet-de- 
chambre ; a third was the issue of an acxxmntant ; 
and a fourth the ofispring of a woollendraper. All 
these were the children of their own good works, and 
bad raised themselves upon their personal virtues 
and address ; a foundation certainly more solid and 
honourable than a vague inheritance derived from 
ancestors, in whose deserts they could not be sup- 
posed to have borne the least share. 

Monimia listened to all these arguments with great 
patience and affability, though she at once dived into 
the source from which all such insinuations flowed. 
She joined in the commendations of Fathom, and 
owned herself a particular instance of that benevo- 
lence which the old lady had so justly extolled ; but, 
once for all, to prevent the supplication which 
Madam la Mer was about to make, she solemnly 
protested that her heart was altogether shut against 
any other earthly engagement, and that her thoughts 
were altogether employed upon her eternal salvation. 

The assiduous landlady, perceiving the steadiness of 
her disposition, thought proper to alter her method 
of proceeding, and, for the present, suspended that 
theme by which she found her fisdr lodger disobliged. 
Resolved to reconcile Monimia to life, before she 
would again recommend Ferdinand to her love, 
she endeavoured to amuse her imagination, by re- 
counting the occasional incidents of the day, hoping 
gradually to decoy her attention to those sublunary 
objects from which it had been industriously weaned. 
She seasoned her conversaticm with agreeable sallies ; 
enlarged upon the different scenes of pleasure and 
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diversion appertaining to this great metropolis; 
practised upon her palate with the delicacies of eat- 
ing; endeavoured to shake her temperance with 
repeated proffers and recommendations of certain 
cordials and restoratives, which she allied were 
necessary for the recovery of her health ; and pressed 
her to make little excursions into the fields that 
skirt the town, for the benefit of air and exercise. 

While this auxiliary plied the disconsolate Mo- 
nimia on one hand, Failiom was not remiss on the 
other. He now seemed to have sacrificed his passion 
to her quiet; his discourse turned upon more in- 
difierent subjects. He endeavoured to dispel her 
melancholy with arguments drawn from philosophy 
and religion. On some occasions, he diq)layed all 
his fimd of good humour, with a view to beguile her 
8orrow ; he importuned her to give him the pleasure 
of squiring her to some place of innocent entertain- 
ment; and, finally, insisted upon her accepting a 
pecuniary reinforcement to her finances, which he 
knew to be in a most consumptive condition. 
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CHAPTER FORTY-NINE 

MONIMIa'^B HONOUB is PEOTECTEB BT the INTEAFOSmON 
OF BEATEN. 

WITH that omiplaceiicy and fortitade 
which were peculiar to herself this 
hapless stranger resisted all those art- 
ful temptations. Her sustenance was 
barely such as exempted her from the guilt of being 
accessory to her own death ; her drink was the sim- 
ple element. She encouraged no discourse but that 
which turned upon the concerns of her immortal 
part She never went abroad, except in visits to a 
French chapel in the neighbourhood; she refused 
the proffered assistance of our adventurer with equal 
obstinacy and politeness, and with pleasure saw her- 
self wasting towards that period of mortality which 
was the consummation of her wish. Yet her charms, 
&r from melting away with her constitution, seemed 
to triumph over the decays of nature. Her shape 
and features still retained that harmony for which 
they had slways been distinguished. A mixture of 
majesty and sweetness difiused itself in her looks, and 
her feebleness added to that soft and feminine grace 
which attracts the sympathy, and engages the pro- 
tection of every humane beholder. The associates 
thus baffled in their attempts to excite her ideas of 
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{Jeasure^ again shifted their plan, and resolved to 
attack this forlorn beauty on the side of fear and 
mortification. 

Our adventurer became less firequent in his visits, 
and more indifferent in his language and deport- 
ment; while Madam la Mer gradually relax^ in 
that complacency and respect with which she had 
hitherto behaved towards her fisdr lodger. She even 
b^an to drop hints of disapprobation and reproach 
against this pattern of innocence and beauty, and 
at length grew bold enough to tell her, that her 
misfortunes could be attributed to nothing but her 
own obstinacy and pride; that she had been at 
great pains to disoblige the only person who was able 
and willing to raise her above dependence ; and that, 
if his protection should be withdrawn, she must be 
exposed to the utmost extremity of distress. 

These insinuations, instead of producing the de- 
sired effect, inflamed the indignation of Monimia, 
who, in a most dignified style of rebuke, chid her for 
her indelicacy and presumption, observing, that she 
could have no title to take such fieedoms with lodg- 
ers, whose punctuality and r^ular deportment left 
her no room to complain. Notwithstanding this 
animated reply, she underwent the most deplorable 
anguish, when she r^ected upon the insolence of this 
woman, from whose barbarity she had no resource ; 
and, seeing no other possibility of redress than that 
of appealing to the good offices of Fathom, she con- 
quexed her reluctance so far, as to complain to him 
of Madam la Mer^s incivility. 

Pleased with this application, he gave her to 
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understand, with very little cer^aoony or preamble, 
that it wholly depended upon hersdif whether she 
should continue to be wretched, or be delivered at 
once from all her cares and perplexity ; that, not- 
withstanding the disdain with which she had treated 
his addresses, he was still ready to lay himself and 
his fortune at her feet ; and that, if she should again 
reject the disinterested proposal, the whole world 
and her own conscience would charge upon herself 
whatever calamities she might be subjected to in the 
sequeL Interpreting into a fiivourable hesitation 
her silence, which was the result of wrath and amaze- 
ment, he proceeded to throw himself at her feet, and 
utter a romantic rhapsody, in the course of which, 
layipg aside all that restraint which he had hitherto 
preserved, he seized her delicate hand, and pressed it 
to his lips ; nay, so &r did he forget himself on this 
occasion, that he caught the fair creature in his 
arms, and rudely ravished a kiss from those lips 
which he had before contemplated with the most 
distant reverence of desire. 

Having thus broken down the fences of decorum, 
and being heated with transport, he, in all proba- 
bility, would have acted the part of young Tarquin, 
and violated by force that sacred shrine of honour, 
beauty, and unblemished truth, had not the wrath 
kindled by such an unexpected outrage inspired her 
with str^igth and spirits sufficient to protect her 
virtue, and intimidate the ruffian who could offisr 
violence to such perfection. She broke firom his 
detested embrace with surprising agility, and called 
aloud to her landlady for assistance ; but that dis- 
[98] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IMPIOUS VIOLENCE 

creet matron was resolved to hear nothing, and 
Fathom^s appetite being whetted to a most bmtal 
degree of eagerness, **Madam,^ said he, ^all op- 
position is Tain. What you have refused to my 
entreaties, jrou shall yield to my power; and I am 
determined to force you to your own advantage.^ 

So saying, he sprung towards her, with the most 
savage and impious intent, when this amiable heroine 
snatching up his sword, which lay upon a by-table, 
and unsheathing it instantaneously, presented the 
point to his breast, and, while her eyes glanced with 
intolerable keenness, ^^ Villain ! ^ cried she, ^^ the spirit 
of my ikther animates my bosom, and the vengeance 
of Heaven shall not be frustrated.^ He was not so 
much affected by his bodily danger, as awestruck at 
the manner of her address, and the appearance of her 
aspect, which seemed to shine with something super- 
natural, and actually disordered his whole faculties, 
insomuch that he retreated without attempting to 
make the least reply ; and she, having secured the 
door after his departure, sat down to ponder upon 
this shoddng event. 

Words are wanting to describe the accumulated 
horrors that took possession of her mind, when she 
thus beheld all her presaging fears realised, and 
found herself at the mercy of two wretches, who had 
now pulled off the mask, after having lost all sen- 
timents of hmnanity. Common affliction was an 
agreeable reverie to what she suffered, deprived of 
her parents, exiled from her friends and country, 
reduced to the brink of wanting the most indispen- 
sable necessaries of life, in a foreign land, where she 
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knew not one person to whose protection she could 
have recourse, from the inexpressible woes that envi- 
roned her. She complained to Heaven that her 
life was protracted, for the augmentation of that 
misery which was already too severe to be endured ; 
for she shuddered at the prospect of being utterly 
abandoned in the last stage of mortality, without 
one friend to dose her eyes, or do the last offices of 
humanity to her breathless corse. These were dread- 
ful reflections to a young lady who had been bom to 
affluence and splendour, trained up in all the ele- 
gance of education, by native fraught with that 
sensibility which refines the sentiment and taste, and 
so tenderly cherished by her indulgent parents, that 
ihey miffertd not the winds of Heaven to visU her face 
toofXHighkf. 

Having passed the night in such agony, she rose 
at daybreak, and, hearing the chapel bell toll for 
morning prayers, resolved to go to this place of wor- 
ship, in order to implore the assistance of Heaven. 
She no sooner opened her chamber door, with this 
intent, than she was met by Madam la Mer, who, 
after having professed her concern for what had hap- 
pened overnight, and imputed Mr. Fathom^s rude- 
ness to the spirit of intoxication, by which she had 
never before seen him possessed, she endeavoured to 
dissuade Monimia from her purpose, by observing, 
that her health would be prejudiced by the cold 
morning air; but finding her determined, she in- 
sisted upon accompanying her to chapel, on pretence 
of respect, though, in reality, with a view to prevent 
the escape of her beauteous lodger. Thus attended, 
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MADAM CLEMENT 

the hapless mourner entered the place, and, accord- 
ing to the laudable hospitality of England, which is 
the only country in Christendom where a stranger is 
not made welcome to the house of Grod, this amiable 
creature, emaciated and enfeebled as she was, must 
have stood in a common passage during the whole 
sendee, had not she been perceived by a humane 
gentlewoman, who, struck with her beauty and digni- 
fied air, and melted with sympathy at the ineffable 
sorrow which was visible in her countenance, opened 
the pew in which she sat, and accommodated Monimia 
and her attendant. If she was captivated by her 
first appearance, she was not less affected by the 
deportment of her fisdr guest, which was the pattern 
of g^iuine devotion. 

In a word, this good lady, who was a merchant's 
widow in opulent circumstances, was inflamed with 
a longing desire to know and befriend the amiable 
stranger, who, after service, turning about to thank 
her for her civility. Madam Clement, with that 
finnkness which is the result of true benevolence, 
told her, she was too much prepossessed in her fitvour 
to let slip this opportunity of craving her acquaint- 
ance, and of expressing her inclination to alleviate, 
if possible, that affliction which was manifest in her 
looks. 

Monimic^ overwhelmed with gratitude and surprise 
at this unexpected address, gazed upon the lady in 
silence, and when she repeated her t^ders of service, 
could make no other reply to her goodness, than by 
bursting into a flood of tears. This was a species of 
ek>quence which did not pass unr^prded by Madam 
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Clement, who, while her own eyes were bedewed wiih 
the drops of sympathy and compassion, took the lovely 
orphan by the hand, and led her, without further 
ceremony, to her own coach, that stood waiting at 
the door, whither they were followed by Mrs. la Mer, 
who was so much confoimded at the adventure, that 
she made no objections to the proposal of the lady, 
who handed her lodger into the carriage ; but retired, 
with all possible despatch, to make Fathom acquainted 
with this unforeseen event. 

Meanwhile the agitation of Monimia, at this provi- 
dential deliverance, was such as had well-nigfa 
destroyed her tender frame. The blood flushed and 
forsook her cheeks by turns ; she tremUed from head 
to foot, notwithstanding the consolatory assurances of 
Madam Clement, and, without being able to utter 
one word, was conducted to the house of that kind 
benefactress, where the violence of her transports 
overpowered her constitution, and she sunk down upon 
a couch in a swoon, from which she was not easily 
recovered. This a£fecting circumstance augmented 
the pity, and interested the curiosity of Madam 
Clement, who concluded there was something very 
extraordinary in the case of the stranger, to produce 
these agonies ; and grew impatient to hear the par- 
ticulars of her story. 

Monimia no sooner retrieved the use of her &cul- 
ties, than looking around, and observing with what 
humane concern her new hostess was employed in 
effecting her recovery, *^ Is this,^ said she, ^^ a flatter- 
ing illusion of the brain ? or am I really imder the 
protection of some beneficent being, whom Heaven 
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hath iBspiied with generosity to rescue an hapless 
stranger from the most forlorn state of misery and 
woe ?^ Her voice was at all times ravishingly sweet ; 
and this exclamation was pronounced with such 
pathetic fervour, that Madam Clement clasped her in 
her axms, and kissing her with all the eagerness of 
maternal affection, ^ Yes,^ cried she, ^ fiGur creature, 
Heaven hath bestowed upon me an heart to compas- 
sionate, and power, I hope, to lighten the burden of 
your sorrows.^ 

She then prevailed upon her to take some nourish- 
ment, and afterwards to recount the particulars of 
her &te; a task she performed with such accuracy 
and candour, that Madam Clement, far from suspect- 
ing her sincerity, saw truth and conviction in every 
circumstance of her tale ; and, having condoled her 
misfortunes, entreated her to forget them, or at least 
look upon herself as one sheltered under the care and 
tuition of a person whose study it would be to supply 
her want of natural parents. This would have been 
an happy vicissitude of fortune,had it not arrived too 
late ; but such a sudden and unlooked-for transition 
not only disordered the &culties of poor Monimia'^s 
mind, but also overpowered the organs of her body, 
already &tigued and enfeebled by the distresses she 
had undeigone; so that she was taken ill of a fever 
that same night, and became delirious before morning, 
when a physician was called to her assistance. 

While this gentieman was in the house, Madam 

Clement was visited by Fathom, who, after having 

complained, in the most insinuating manner that she 

had encouraged his wife to abandon her duty, told 
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her a plausible story of his first acquaintance with 
Monimia, and his marriage at the fleet, which, he 
said, he was ready to prove by the evidence of the 
deigjnodan who joined them, and that of Mrs. la Mer, 
who was present at the ceremony. The good lady, 
although a little staggered at the gaiteel appearance 
and engaging address of this stranger, could not pre- 
vail upon herself to believe that she had heesa imposed 
upon by her fair lodgar, who by this time had given 
too convincing a proof of her sincerity ; nevertheless, 
in order to prevent any dispute that might be pre- 
judicial to the health or recovery of Monimia, she 
gave him to understand, that she would not at present 
enter upon the merits of the cause, but only assure 
him, that the young lady was actually bereft of her 
senses, and in imminent danger of her life ; for the 
truth of which assertions she would appeal to his 
own observation, and the opinion of the physidaa, 
who was then employed in writing a prescription for 
the cure of her disease. 

So saying, she conducted him into the chamber, 
where he beheld the hapless virgin stretdied upon a 
sick-bed, panting under the violence of a distemper 
too mighty for her weakly frame, her hair disheveUed, 
and discomposure in her looks ; all the roses of her 
youth were faded, yet all the graces of her beauty were 
not fled. She retained that sweetness and symmetiy, 
which death itself could not destroy ; and though her 
discourse was incoherent, her voice was still musical, 
resembling those feathered songsters who warble their 
native wood-notes xciUL 

Fathom, as upon all other occasions, so on this, did 
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bdiaye like an inimitable actor ; he ran to the bedside, 
irith all the trepidation of a distracted lover ; he feU 
upon his knees, and, while the tears rolled down his 
chedcs, imprinted a thousand kisses on the soft hand 
of Monimia, who regarding him with a lack-lustre 
and undistinguishing eye, ^Alas ! Renaldo,^ said she, 
"we were bom to be unhappy.^ "Would to 
Heaven,*^ cried Ferdinand, in a transport of grie^ 
*^the wretch Renaldo had never been boml that is 
the villain who seduced the affection of this unfortu- 
nate woman. I admitted the traitor into my firiend- 
ship and confidence, relieved him in his necessities; 
and, like the ungrateful viper, he hath stung the very 
bosom that cherished him in his distress.^ Then 
he proceeded to inform Madam Clement how he 
had delivered that same Renaldo fix>m prison, main* 
tained him afterwards at a great expense, and at 
length furnished him with a sum of money and 
proper credentials to support his interest at the 
Court of Vienna. 

Having finished this detail, he asked the physician^s 
sentiments of his wife^s distemper, and being told 
that her life was in extreme jeopardy, begged he 
would use his utmost endeavours in her behalf, and 
even made him a tender of an extraordinary fee, which 
was refused. He also thanked Madam Clement for 
her charity and benevolence towards a stranger, and 
took his leave with many polite professions of grati- 
tude and esteem. He had no sooner quitted the 
house, than the phjrsician, who was a humane man, 
and a foreigner, b^gan to caution the lady against 
his insinuations, observing, that some drcumstanoes 
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of the story conoeming Renaldo were, to his partic- 
ular knowledge, contrary to truth ; for that he him- 
self had been applied to for letters of recommendaticni 
in behalf of Count Melvil, by a Jew merchant of his 
acquaintance, who had supplied the young gaitleman 
with money sufficient for his occasions, in consequence 
of a minute inquiry he had made into the character 
of Renaldo, who was, by all reports, a youth of strict 
honour and untainted morals. 

Madam Clement, thus cautioned, entered into de- 
liberation with her own thoughts, and, comparing the 
particulars of this account with those of Monimia^s 
own story, she concluded that Fathom was the yeiy 
traitor he himself had described ; and that he had, 
by abusing the confidence of both, efiected a fisital 
breach between two innocent and deserving lovers. 
She accordingly looked upon him with horror and de- 
testation ; but nevertheless resolved to treat him with 
civility in the meantime, that the poor young lady 
might not be disturbed in her last moments ; for she 
had now lost all hopes of her recovezy . Yet the fever 
abated, and in two dajrs she retrieved the use of her 
reason ; though the distemper had affected her lungs, 
and she was in all appearance doomed to linger a 
few weeks longer in a consumption. 

Fathom was punctual in his visitation, thou^ 
never admitted into her presence after the delirium 
vanished ; and he had the opportunity of seeing her 
conveyed in a chariot to Kensington Gravel Pits^ a 
place which may be termed the last stage of many a 
mortal per^rination. He now implicitly believed 
that deidh would in a few days baffle all his designs 
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MONIMIA'S DECEASE 

upon the unfortunate Monimia ; and foreseeing that, 
as he had owned himself her husband, he might be 
obliged to defray the expenses incurred by her sick- 
ness and burial, he very prudently intermitted in his 
visits, and had recourse to the intelligence of his 
auxiliary. 

As for Monimia, she approached the goal of life, 
not simply with resignation, but with rapture. She 
enjoyed in tranquillity the conversation of her kind 
b^efactress, who never stirred from her apartment ; 
she was blessed with the spiritual consolation of a 
worthy clergyman, who removed all her religious 
scruples ; and she congratulated herself on the near 
prospect of that land of peace where sorrow is not 
known. 

At length Mrs. la Mer gave notice to our adven- 
turer of this amiable young lady^s decease, and the 
time fixed for the intennent. Upon which these two 
virtuous associates took possession of a place fit>m 
whence they could, unperceived, behold the fimeraL 
He must have a hard heart, who, without an emotion 
of pity, can see the last offices performed to a young 
creature cut off in the flower of youth and beauty, 
even though he knows not her name, and is an utter 
stranger to her virtues. How callous then must the 
soul of that wretch have been, who, without a symp- 
tom of remorse or concern, saw the sable hearse 
adorned with white plumes, as emblems of Monimia^s 
purity, pass before him, while her incomparable 
merit stood frdl in his remembrance, and he knew 
himself the wicked cause of her untimely &te ! 

Perfidious wretch ! thy crimes turn out so atrocious, 
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that I half repent me of having undertakoi to reorad 
thy memoirs; yet such monsters ought to be exhiUted 
to public view, that mankind may be upon their 
guard against imposture; that the world may see 
how fraud is apt to oyershoot itself ; and that^ as 
virtue, though it may suffer for a while, will triumph 
in the end ; so iniquity, though it may prosper for a 
season, will at last be overtakoi by that punishment 
and disgrace which are its due. 
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CHAPTER FIFTY 

FATHOM SHIFTS THX SCENE, AND AFPEAB8 IN A NEW 
CHABACTBIU 

FATHOIirS expectations with respect to 
the fair orphan having thus proved abor- 
tive, he lost no time in bewailing his mis- 
carriage, bat had immediate recoorse to 
other means of improving his small fortune, which, 
at this period, amounted to near two hundred pounds. 
Whatever inclination he had to resume the character 
he had formerly borne in the polite world, he durst 
not venture to launch out again into the expense 
necessary to maintain that station, because his former 
resources were now stopped, and all the people of 
fiohion by this time convinced of his being a needy 
adventurer. Nevertheless, he resolved to sound the 
sentiments of his old firioids at a distance, and judges 
from the reception he should meet with, how far he 
might presume upon their countenance and &vour; 
For he rightly supposed, that if he could in any shape 
contribute to their interest or amusement, they 
would easily forgive his former pretensions to quality, 
arrogant as they were, and still entertain him on the 
footing of a necessary acquaintance. 

With this view, he one day presented himself at 
court in a very gay suit of dothes, and bowed, at a 
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distance, to many of his old fashionable friends of 
both sexes, not one of whom favoured him with any 
other notice, than that of a quarter curtsey, or slight 
inclination of the head. For, by this time, the few 
that remembered him knew frt>m what retirement be 
now emerged, and avoided him accordingly as the 
jail infection. But the greater part of those who 
had cultivated him in the zenith of his fortune were 
now utter strangers to his person, which they had 
actually forgot, amidst the succession of novelties 
that surrounded them ; or, if they did recollect his 
name, it was remembered as an old fstfhion which 
had been many months out of date. 

Notwithstanding these mortifying discouragements^ 
our hero, that same evening, effected a lodgment m 
a certain gaming-house not far from St. Jameses; 
and, as he played pretty high, and made a parade of 
his ready money, he was soon recognised by div^B 
persons of consequence, who cordially welcomed him 
to England, on pretence of believing he had been 
abroad, and with great complacency repeated their 
former professions of friendship. Though this was 
a certain way of retaining the favour of those 
worthies, while his finances continued to flouridi, and 
his pajrments were prompt, he knew the weakness of 
his funds too well, to thhik they could bear the vicis- 
situdes of play ; and the remembrance of the two 
British knights who had spoiled him at Paris, hung 
over his imagination with the most frightfid presages. 
Besides, he perceived that gaming was now managed 
in such a manner, as rendered skill and dexterity of 
no advantage. For the spirit of play having over- 
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THE RAGE OF GAMING 

spread the laud, Uke a pestilence^ Tsged to such a 
degree of madness and desperation, that the unhappy 
people who were infected, laid aside all thoughts of 
amusement, economy, or caution, and risked their 
finrtunes upon issues equally extravagant, rhiMiahj 
and absurd. 

Hie whole mystery of the art was reduced to the 
simple exercise of tossing up a guinea, and the lust of 
laying wagers, which they indulged to a surprising 
pitch of ridiculous intemperance. In one comer of 
the room might be heard a pair of lordlings running 
their grandmothers against each other, that is, bet- 
ting sums on the longest liver ; in another the success 
of the wager depended upon the sex of the landlady's 
next child ; and one of the waiters happening to drop 
down in an apoplectic fit, a certain noble peer ex- 
claimed, ^^Dead for a thousand pounds.^ The 
challenge was immediately accepted ; and when the 
master of the house sent for a smgeon to attempt 
the cure, the nobleman, who set the price upon the 
patient's head, insisted upon his being left to the 
efforts of nature alone, otherwise the wager should 
be void. Nay, when the landlord harped upon the 
loss he should sustain by the death of a trusty ser- 
vant, his lordship obviated the objection, by desiring 
that the fellow might be diarged in the biU. 

In short, the rage of gaming seemed to have de- 
voured all their other faculties, and to have equalled 
the rash enthusiasm of the inhabitants of Malacca in 
the East Indies, who are so possessed with that per- 
nicious spirit, that they sacrifice to it not only tiieir 
fortunes, but also their wives and children ; and then 
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letting their hair down upon their shoulders, in imi- 
tation of the ancient Lacedasmonians when they 
devoted themsdves to death, those wretches unsheatfaus 
their daggers, and murder every living creature in 
their way. In this, however, they differ fix>m the 
gamesters of our country, who never find their 
senses, imtil they have lost their fortunes, and 
b^gared their families ; whereas the Malays never 
run amuckf but in consequence of misery and 
despair. 

Such are the amusements, or rather such is the 
continual emplojrment of those hopeful youths who 
are destined by birth to be the judges of our prop- 
erty, and pillars of our constitution. Such are the 
heirs and representatives of those patriots who 
planned, and those heroes who maintained, the laws 
and freedom of their country ; who were the patrons 
of merit, the fathers of the poor, the terror of vice 
and immorality, and at once the ornaments and 
support of a happy nation. 

Our adventurer considered all these drcumstancea 
with his wonted sagadiy, and, seeing upon what pre- 
carious footing he must stand, should he rank himself 
with such society, he wisely came to the resolution of 
descending one step in the d^rees of life, and of tak- 
ing upon him the title of ph3rsician, under which he 
did not despair of insinuating himself into the pockets 
of his patients, and into the secrets of private 
fistmilies, so as to acquire a comfortable share of 
practice, or captivate the heart of some heiress or 
rich widow, whose fortune would at once render him 
independent and happy. 

[lit] 
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ASSUMES A NEW CHAEACTEE 

After this determination, his next care was to 
omoert measures for his first appearance in this new 
diaracter; well knowing, that the soccess of a physi- 
cian, in a great measure, depends upon the external 
equipage in which he first declares himself an adept 
in the healing art He first of all procured a few 
books on the subject of medicine, which he studied 
with great attention during the remaining part of 
the winter and spring, and repaired to Tunbridge 
with the first of the season, where he appeared in the 
uniform of JSsculapius, namely, a plain suit, full 
trimmed, with a voluminous tie*periwig; believing 
that in this place he might glide, as it were, imper- 
ceptibly into the functions of his new employment, 
and gradually accustom himself to the method and 
Ibnn of prescription. 

A man so well known in the gay world could not 
be supposed to efiect such a transformation without 
being observed ; and therefore, in order to anticipate 
the censure and ridicule of those who might be 
tempted to make themselves merry at his expense, 
he, on his arrival at the wells, repaired to the shop 
of an apothecary, and calling for pen, ink, and 
paper, wrote a prescription, which he desired might 
be immediately made up. While this was doing by 
the servant, he was invited into a parlour by the 
master, with whom he entered into conversation 
touching the properties of the Tunbridge water, 
which seemed to have been his particular study ; and 
indeed he had perused Rouzee^s treatise on that sub- 
ject with indefatigable assiduity. From this theme, 
he made digressions into other parts of medicine, 
Toi. n.— .8 [ 118 ] 
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upon which he spoke with such plausible elocution, 
that the apothecary, whose knowledge in that art 
was not very profound, looked upon him .as a physi- 
cian of great learning and experience, and hinted a 
desire of knowing his name and situation. 

Fathom accordingly gave him to imderstand, that 
he had studied physic, and taken his d^^rees at Padua, 
rather for his amusement, than with any view of 
exercising medicine, as he then could not possibly 
foresee the misfortunes which had since happened to 
his family, and by which he was now compelled to 
have recourse to a profession that was very mudi 
beneath the expectations of his birth. Yet he bore 
his disappointments with resignation, and even good- 
humour, and blessed his stars for having inclined him 
to the study of any branch of knowledge by whidi he 
might be enabled to laugh at the vicissitudes of for- 
tune. He then observed, that he had practised with 
some applause at the hot well near Bristol, before he 
thought he should be ever reduced to the necessity 
of taking a fee; and that, in all probability, his 
metamorphosis, when known, would furnish matter 
of surprise and merriment to some of his old 
acquaintance. 

The apothecary was equally struck with his polite 
address, and pleased with his agreeable discourse. 
He consoled him for the misfortunes of his family, by 
assuring him, that in England nothing could be more 
honourable, or indeed profitable, than the character 
of a physician, provided he could once wriggle him- 
self into practice ; and insinuated, that, although he 
was restricted by certain engagements with other 
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PUBLIC CAPRICE 

persons of the fkculty, he should be glad of an oppor- 
tunity to show his r^ard for Doctor Fathom. This 
was a very effectual method which our hero took to 
intimate his new character to the public. By the 
industry and communicative disposition of the 
apothecary, it was circulated in half a day through 
every family in the place ; and, next morning, when 
Ferdinand appeared, the company forthwith as- 
sembled in separate groups, and fix>m each knot he 
heard his name reverberated in a whisper. 

Having thus annoimced himself to all whom it 
might concern, and allowed the ladies two days to 
discuss the merit of his transfiguration, together with 
the novelty of the case, he ventured to salute, at a 
distance, a lady and her daughter, who had been 
his patients at the hot well; and, although they 
honotured his bow with the return of a slight curtsey, 
they gave him not the least encouragement to make 
a nearer approach. Notwithstanding this rebuff, he 
concluded, that, should the health of either come in 
question, they would renew their application to his 
skill, and what was refused by their pride would be 
granted by their apprehension. Here, however, he 
happened to be mistaken in his conjecture. 

The young lady being seized with a violent head- 
ache and palpitation, her mother desired the apothe- 
cary to recommend a physician ; and the person with 
whom he was contracted being at that time absent, 
he proposed Doctor Fathom as a man of great ability 
and discretion. But the good lady rejected the pro- 
posal with disdain, because she had formerly known 
him in the character of a Count — though that vezy 
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character was the chief reason that had then induced 
her to crave his advice. 

Such is the caprice of the world in general, that 
whatever bears the face of novelty captivates, or 
rather bewitches, the imagination, and confounds the 
ideas of reason and common sense. If, for example, a 
scullion, from the clinking of pewter, shall conceive a 
taste for the clinking of rhyme, and make shift to bring 
tc^ether twenty syllables, so as that the tenth and 
last shall have the like ending, the composition is 
immediately extolled as a miracle ; and what appeals 
to the admiration is not the wit, the el^ance, or 
poetry of the work, but the uncultivated talent and 
humble station of the author. A reader does not 
exclaim, ^ What a delicate sentiment ! what a beau- 
tiful simile ! what easy and musical versification ! ^ 
— but cries in rapture, ** Heavens ! what a prodigy ! 
a poet from the scullery! a muse in livery! or, 
Apollo with a trowel!^ — The public is astonished 
into liberality — the scullion eats from those trenchers 
he scoured before — the footman is admitted into the 
coach behind which he was wont to stand — and the 
bricklayer, instead of plastering walls, bedaubs his 
iSti^riof^^Torfn^r with the mortar of his praise. Thus, 
lifted into a higher sphere, their talents receive culti- 
vation; they become professed bards, and though 
their subsequent works bear evident marks of im- 
provement, they are neglected among the rest of 
their brethren, because that novelty, which recom- 
mended them in the beginning, no longer remains. 

So it fared with our adventurer in his new occupa- 
tion. There was something so extraordinary in a 
[116] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PREJUDICE DISPELLED 

noUeman^s understandiDg medidne, and so uncom- 
mon in a phyridan^s prescribing gratis, that the 
curiosity and admiration of the company at Bristol 
were engaged, and they followed his advice, as the 
direction of some supernatural intelligence. But, 
now that he professed himself one of the faculiy, 
and mi^t be supposed to have refreshed his memory, 
and reinforced his knowledge for the occasion, he was 
as much overlooked as any other physidan unsup- 
ported by interest or cabal ; or, at least, the notice 
he attracted was not at all to the advantage of his 
diaracter, because it wholly regarded the decline of 
his fortune, which is a never-fedling fund of disgrace. 
These mortifications did not overcome the patience 
and perseverance of Fathom, who foresaw, that the 
soothing hand of time would cast a veil of oblivion 
over those scenes which were remembered to his prej- 
udice; and that, in the meantime, though he was 
excluded from the private parties of the fair sex, in 
which his main hope of success was placed, he should 
be able to insinuate himself into some d^ree of 
&vour and practice among the male patients ; and 
Bome lucky cure, properly displayed, might be the 
means of propagating his fame, and banishing that 
reserve which at present interfered with his purpose. 
Accordingly, it was not long before he found means 
to iHreak that spell of universal prejudice that hedged 
him in. At the ordinaiy which he frequented, his po- 
lite carriage, £eu^ous remarks, and agreeable stories 
soon conciliated the r^ard of his fellow-guests, among 
whom he sometimes rallied his own transformation 
with singular good-humour and success. He was 
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*tv upon his V t of employment, and used 

rv> trmtapL* .cian without practice had one 

* r* *,. «\iohhi- rtthren were strangers, namely, 

• .* i'- f *• ».nij<. had occasion to prescribe, the 

.' i . : . / • N i-onscience on account of being 

t *" S* ■ of his fellow-creatures, 

N j^ in^ V- :v blunts the shafts of ridicule^ 

and dtt.at' . .'f slander, as this method of 

anticipa t i ■ " < of the arrows that were k veiled 

against * a fixMn every tea-table at Tun- 

brnliT-. ' . >artv good among almost all the 

j;,, F£K1}INA^D .4(Si4ha»^»«}^kMted the place, 
1 .: hi^ company, they b^an to court 

! n, and he was commonly seen in the 

H - tiled with a group of admirers. 

^ thus paved the way for a total removal of 

^ ' .dious prepossession that obstructed his views. 

It. c night, while every person was lulled in the 

-» of repose, and universal silence prevailed, tuned 

- violin, and began to play some masterly airs, in a 

. ne so uncommonly expressive, and with .such rav- 

liing dexterity of execution, that a certain lady, 

who lodged in tht^ same house, being waked by the 

music, aiui i;:rr> ■ .vnt of the source fix)m which it 

flowed, li-t' r •* wiUi rapture, as to the harp of an 

angel, ai. ?. wrapping herself in a loose gown, rose 

and opcntnl her chamber door, in order to discover 

in what apartment the musician resided. She no 

^^ iiii^^'h»eeSfM^mmib&^ and 

^oUnumA^mA l9ypk^)mmimfs^Aikftiia^ hao produced. 
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RECEIVED INTO FAVOUR 

Doctor Fathom was immediatelj known to be the 
author of this entertamment ; and thus retrieved the 
benefit of that admiration which he had forfeited by 
appearing in the shape of a physician. For^ as people 
had formerly wondexed to see a count skilled in medi- 
cine, they were now amassed to find a physician such 
a master in musia 

The good effects of this stratagem were almost 
instantaneous. His performance became the topic of 
discourse among all the fashionable company. His 
male friends complimented him from the information 
of the other sex ; and that lady whom he had r^aled, 
instead of that shyness and disdain with which she 
used to receive his salutation, at their very next 
meeting in the thoroughbre, returned his bow with 
marks of profound respect. Nay, at midnight, she, 
with the rest, took post in the same place where they 
had been stationed before ; and, by frequent tittering, 
and repeated whispers, gave intimation to Fathom, 
that they would be glad of a second serenade. But 
he was too well acquainted with the human passions 
to indulge this their desire. It was his interest to 
inflame their impatience, rather than to gratify their 
expectation; and therefore he tantalised them for 
some hours, by tuning his violin, fiind playing some 
flourishes, which, however, produced nothing to fulfil 
their wishes. 

At the ordinary, he was accosted by a gentleman, 
a lodger in the same house, who assured him, that the 
ladies would take it as a great favour if he would let 
them know when he intended to amuse himself again 
with his instrument, that they might not, by falling 
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asleep beforehand, deprive themselves of the pleasure 
o{ hearing his music To this message he r^died^ 
with an air of consequence and reserve, that, though 
music was not the art he professed, he should be 
always complaisant enough to entertain the ladies to 
the utmost of his power, when their commands were 
signified to him in a manner suited to his chaiacter ; 
but that he would never put himself on the footing of 
an itinerate harper, whose music is tolerated throogfa 
the medium of a board partition* The gentieman 
having reported this answer to his constituents, they 
empowered him to invite Doctor Fathom to breakfast, 
and he was next morning introduced with the usual 
ceremony, and treated with uncommon regard by all 
the females of the house, assembled for his reo^ticm. 
Having thus broken the ice of their aversicm in 
<me party so as that the beams of his personal accom- 
plishments had room to operate, he soon eflfected a 
general thaw in his favour, and found himself grow- 
ing once more into request amongst the most amiable 
part of the creation. His company was coveted, 
and his taste consulted in their balls, concerts, and 
private assemblies ; and he reoompoised the legKrd 
they paid to him with an incessant exertion of his 
agreeable talents, politeness, and good-humour. 
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CHAPTER FIFTY-ONE 

TRIUMPHS OTEB A MEDICAL EIVAL. 

YST, in the midst of all this attention, his 
medical capacity seemed to be quite 
forgot. They respected his good breed* 
ing, were charmed with his voice, and 
admired the fine touches of his hand upon the violin ; 
but in cultivating the fiddler, they utterly ne^ected 
the physician ; and in vain did he attempt to divide 
their r^ard, by taking all opportunities to turn the 
conversation into a more interesting channeL It 
was to little purpose he endeavoured to arouse the 
wonder of his audience with fi:equent descriptions of 
portentous maladies and amazing cures he had seen 
and performed in the course of his study and practice 
abroad ; and to no effect did he publicly busy him* 
self in making experiments on the mineral water, in 
whidi he pretended to have made several new and 
important discoveries. These efforts did not make 
a lasting impression upon the minds of the company ; 
because they saw nothing surprising in a physidan^s 
being acquainted with all the mysteries of his art ; 
and, as their custom was already bespoke for others 
of the profession, whom it was their interest to 
employ, our adventurer might have starved amidst 
the caresses of his acquaintance, had not he derived 
[Wl] 
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considerable advantage from a lucky accident in the 
course of his expectancy, 

A gentlewoman^s daughter, of a weakly constitu- 
tion, by drinking the waters, had so £ur recovered 
her health and complexion, as to allure the a£kction 
of a young squire in the neighbourhood, who amused 
her for some time with his addresses, until his heart 
was seduced by the charms of another young lady 
lately arrived at the wells. The forsaken nymph, 
shodLed at this disgrace and mortification, relapsed 
into her former languishing disorder; and was by 
her mother put under the management and pre- 
scription of a physician, who had been fiin industrious 
enemy of Fathom from his first appearance at Tun* 
bridge. The patient, though violently chagrined at 
the levity of her quondam admirer, was not alto- 
gether without hope, that the very same inconstancy 
whidi had prompted him to leave her, might in time 
induce him to return, after the novelty of his new 
passion should be wore off; and this hope served to 
support her under the sorrow and disgrace of her 
disappointment. At length, however, the squire 
and his new mistress disappeared; and some busy- 
body was officious enough to communicate this piece 
of news to the forlorn shepherdess, with this additional 
circumstance, that they were gone to a neighbouring 
parish to be joined in the bands of wedlock. 

Tliese fisttal tidings were no sooner imparted to 
the abandoned PhilUs, than she was seized with an 
hysteric fit ; and, what rendered the accident mcnne 
unfortunate, her physician had been called to the 
country, and was not expected at Tunbridge till 
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A FORSAKEN NYMPH 

next day. The apothecary was immediately imsi- 
moned ; and, being either puzzled by the symptoms, 
or afraid of encroaching upon the province of his 
superiors, advised the old lady to send for Doctor 
Fathom without delay. She had no other objection 
to this expedient, but the enmity which she knew 
subsisted between the two leeches ; yet, hearing that 
her own doctor would not consult with Fathom upon 
his return but, perhaps renounce the patient, by 
which means her daughter's health might be endan- 
gered, she would not solicit our hero's assistance, 
until the young lady had remained seven hours 
speechless and insensible ; when, her fear prevailing 
over every other consideration, she implored the 
advice of our adventiurer, who, having made the 
neoessaiy interrogations, and felt the patient's pulse, 
which was regular and distinct, foimd reason to 
ocmdude that the fit would not last much longer, 
and, after having observed that she was in a very 
dangerous way, prescribed some medicines for exter- 
nal application ; and, to enhance tiieir opinion of his 
diligence and hmnanily, resolved to stay in the room 
and observe their effect. 

His judgment did not Ml him on this occasion. 
In less than half an hour after his embrocations had 
been applied, she recovered the use of her tongue, 
opened her eyes, and having, in deUrious exclama- 
tions, upbraided her perfidious lover, became quite 
sensible and composed, though die continued 
extremely low and dejected. To remedy these sink- 
ings, certain cordials were immediately administered, 
according to the prescripticm of Doctor Fathom, 
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npon whom extraordinary enoomiums were bestowed 
by all present, who believed he had actually rescued 
her from the jaws of death ; and as he was by this 
time let into the secrets of the fiunily, he found him- 
self in a fiur way of being an egr^ous fistvourite of 
the old gentlewoman ; when, unluckily, his brother, 
having dismissed his country patient with uncommon 
despatch, entered the apartment, and eyed his rival 
with looks of inexpressible rage ; then, survejdng the 
patient, and the phials that stood upon the table, by 
turns, ^ What, in the name of God ! ^ cried he, ^ is 
the meaning of all this trash !^ 

^ Really, doctor,^ replied the mother, a little con- 
founded at being thus taken by surprise, ^ Biddy 
has been taken dangerously ill, and lain seven or 
eij^t hours in a severe fit, firom which I am ccmfident 
she would never have recovered without the help of 
a physician ; and as you were absent, we had recourse 
to this gentleman, whose prescription hath had a 
happy and surprising effect^ ^]^ect I ^ cried this 
oflfended member of the faculty, ^pshaw ! — stuff! — • 
who made you judge* of effects or causes?^ Then 
advancing to the patient, ^What has been the 
matter. Miss Biddy, that you could not wait till my 
return?^ 

Here Fathom interposing, **Sir,* said he, **if yoa 
will step into the next room, I will communicate my 
soitiments of the case, together with the method 
upon which I have proceeded, that we may ddibeimte 
up<m the next stq> tiiat is to be taken*^ Instead of 
complying with this proposal, he seated himself in a 
chair, with his bade to our adventurer, and, while 
[1«4] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



RIVAL DOCTORS 

he examined Miss Bidd/s pulse, gave him to under- 
stand, that he should not consult with him about 
the matter. 

Fathom, not in the least disconcerted at this 
undvil answer, walked round his antagonist, and, 
placing himself in his firont, desired to know his 
reason for treating him with such supercilious con- 
tempt. **I am resolved," said the other, **never to 
consult with any physician who has not taken his 
dq;rees at either of the English universities." ^ Upon 
the supposition," replied our adventurer, ^that no 
person can be properly educated for the profession 
at any other school" **You are in the right," 
answered Doctor Looby; <^that is one of many 
reasons I have to decline the consultation." 

**How far you are in the right," retorted Fathom, 
^I leave the world to judge, after I have observed, 
that, in your English universities, there is no oppor* 
tuniiy of studying the art; no, not so much as a 
lecture given on the subject. Nor is there one 
physician of note in this kingdom who has not 
derived the greatest part of his medical knowledge 
from the instructions of foreigners." 

Looby, incensed at this asseveration, which he was 
not prepared to refute^ exclaimed, in a most infuriate 
accent, **Who are you? — whence came you? — 
where was you bred ? You are one of those, I believe, 
who graduate themselves, and commence doctors, the 
Lord knows how ; an interloper, who, without licence 
or authority, comes hither to take the bread out of 
the mouths of gentlemen who have been trained to 
the business in a r^ular manner, and bestowed great 
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pains and expense to qualify thonselves for the pro- 
fession. For my own part, my education cost me 
fifteen hundred pounds.^ 

« Never was money laid out to less purpose,** said 
Ferdinand ; ^ for it does not appear that you have 
learned so much as the basis of medical requirements, 
namely, that decorum and urbanity which ought to 
distinguish the deportment of every physician. You 
have even debased the noblest and most beneficial 
art that ever engaged the study of mankind, which 
cannot be too much cultivated, and too little re- 
strained, in seeking to limit the practice of it to a 
set of narrow-minded, illiberal wretches, who, like 
the lowest handicraftsmen, claim the exclusive privi- 
l^;es of a corporation. Had you doubted my ability, 
you ought to have satisfied yourself in a manner 
consistent with decency and candour ; but your be- 
haviour on this occasion is such a malicious outrage 
upon good manners £Lnd hmnanity, that, were it not 
for my regard to these ladies, I would chastise you 
for your insolence on the spot. Meanwhile, madam,** 
addressing himself to the mother, ^^you must give 
me leave to insist upon your dismissing either that 
gentleman, or me, without hesitation.** 

This peremptory language had an instantaneous 
effect upon the hearers. Looby*s hce grew pale, 
and his nether, lip began to tremble, ll^e patient 
was dismayed, and the old gentlewoman concerned 
and perplexed. She earnestly besought the gentle- 
men to be reconciled to each other, and enter into a 
friendly consultation upon her daughter*s distemper ; 
but, finding both equally averse to accommodation, 
[126] 
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and Fathom becoming more and more importunate 
in his demand, she presented him with a double fee ; 
and giving him to understand that Doctor Looby 
had long attended the family, and was intimately 
acqu€dnted with her own and Biddy^s constitution, 
said, she hoped he would not take it amiss if she 
retained her old physician. 

Hiough our hero was much mortified at this tri- 
umph of his rival, he made a virtue of necessity, and 
retired with great complaisance, wishing that Miss 
Biddy might never again be the subject of such 
a disagreeable dispute. Whether the patient was 
frighted at this altercation, or displeased with her 
mother'^s decision against an agreeable young feUow, 
who had, as it were, recalled her from the grave, 
and made himself master of the secret that rankled 
at her heart, or the disease had wound up her nerves 
for another paroxysm, certain it is, she all of a sud- 
den broke forth into a violent peal of laughter, 
which was succeeded by the most doleful cries, and 
other expressions of grief; then she relapsed into a 
fit, attended with strong convulsions, to the un- 
speakable terror of the old gentlewoman, who en- 
treated Doctor Looby to be expeditious in his 
prescription. Accordingly he seized the pen with 
great confidence, and a whole magazine of anti- 
hysteric medicines were, in different forms, externally 
and internally applied. 

Nevertheless, either nature was disturbed in her 
own efforts by these applications, or the patient was 
resolved to disgrace the doctor. For the more reme- 
dies that were administered, her convulsions became 
[127] 
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the more violent ; and in spite of all his endeavonrs, 
he could not overcome the obstinacy of the distem- 
per. Such a miscarriage, upon the back of his rival'^s 
success, could not fedl to overwhelm him with confu- 
sion ; especially as the mother baited him with re- 
peated entreaties to do something for the recovery of 
her daughter. At lengthy after having exercised her 
pati^ice in vain for several hours, this aiSectionate 
parent could no loDgesr suppress the suggestions of her 
concern, but, in an incoherent strain, told him that 
her duty would not suffer her to be longer silent in an 
affiiir on which depended the life of her dear child. 
That she had seen Plough to believe he had mistaken 
the case of poor Biddy, and he could not justly Uame 
her for recalling Doctor Fathom, whose prescription 
had operated in a miraculous manner. 

Looby, shocked at this proposal, protested against 
it with great vehemence, as an expedient highly in- 
jurious to himsel£ ^^My remedies,^ said he, ^^are 
just banning to take effect, and, in all probability, 
the fit will not last much longer ; so that, by calling 
in another person at this juncture, you will defraud 
me of that credit which is my due, and deck my 
adversary with trophies to which he has no preten- 
sion.^ She was prevailed upon, by this remon- 
strance, to wait another half hour, when perceiving, 
as yet, no alteration for the better, and being dis- 
tracted with her fears, which reproached her with 
want of natural affection, she sent a message to 
Doctor Fathom, desiring to see him with all possible 
despatch. 

He was not slow in obeying the call, but hastening 
[128] 
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A SECOND MIRACLE 

to the scene of action, was not a little surprised to 
find Looby still in the apartment. This gentle* 
man, since better might not be, resolved to sacrifice 
his pride to his interest, and, rather than lose his 
patient altogether, and run the risk of forfeiting his 
reputation at the stoie time, stayed with intention 
to compromise his difierence with Fathom, that he 
might not be wholly excluded from the honoiur of 
the cure, in case it could be effected. But he had 
reckoned without his host in his calculation of the 
Count^s placability ; for, when he put on his capitu- 
lating face, and, after a slight apology for his late 
behaviour, proposed that all animosity should sub- 
side in fisivoiur of the young lady, whose life was at 
stake, our hero rejected his advances with infinite 
disdain, and assured the mother, in a very solemn 
tone, that, far fix>m consulting with a man who had 
treated him so unworthily, he would not stay an- 
otlier minute in the house, unless he should see him 
discarded; a satisfaction barely sufficient to atone 
for the affiront he himself had suffered by the unjust 
preference she had before given to his rival. 

Tliere was no remedy. Looby was obliged to 
retreat in his turn ; then our adventurer, approach- 
ing the bedside, reconnoitred the patient, examined 
the medicines which had been administered, and lift- 
ing up his eyes in expressive silence, detached the 
footman with a new order to the apothecary. It 
was well the messenger used expedition, otherwise 
Doctor Fatiiom would have been anticipated by the 
operation of nature ; for, the fit having almost run 
its career, Miss Biddy was on the point of retrieving 
▼oL. U.-9 [129] 
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her 8611868, when the frontal prescribed by Fathom 
was applied ; to the eflBcacy of this, therefore, was 
ascribed her recovery, when she opened her eyes^ 
and began to pour forth unconnected ejaculations ; 
and in a few moments after, she was p«*8uaded to 
swallow a draught prepared for the purpose, heac 
perception returned, and Ferdinand gained the repu- 
tation of having performed a second mirade. 

But he was furnished with a piece of intelligence, 
of much more energy than all she had taken, and so 
soon as he concluded she was capable to bear the 
news without any dangerous emoticm, he, among 
other articles of diit-chat culled for her amusement, 
took the opportunity of telling the company, that 
Squire Stub (the cause of Miss Biddy^s disorder) 
had, in his way to matrimony, been robbed of his 
bride, by a gentleman to whom she had be^i form- 
eriy engaged. He had waited for her on purpose at 
an inn on the road, where he found means to appease 
her displeasure^ which he had, it seems, incurred, and 
to scqpersede her new lover, whom she quitted with- 
out ceremony ; upon which the squire had returned 
to Tunbridge, cursing her levity, yet blessing his 
good stars for having so seasonably prevented his 
ruin, which would have infallibly be^ the conse- 
qu^ice of his manying such an adventurer. 

It would be superfluous to observe, that these tid- 
ings operated like an admirable spedflc on the spirits 
of the young lady, wIhh while she aflected to pity the 
squire, was so much overjoyed at his disappointment, 
that her eyes began to sparkle with uncommon 
vivacity, and in less than two hours after the last of 
[180] 
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HOPE OF ADVANTAGEOUS MATCH 

those terriUe attadu, she was restored to a better 
state of health than she had enjojed for many weeks. 
Fathom was not forgot amidst tiie rejoicings of the 
£unily. Besides an handsome gratuity for the effects 
of his extraordinaiy skill, the old lady favoured him 
with a generalinyitation to her house, and thedauj^- 
ter not only considered him as the r estorer of her 
health, and angel of her good fortune, but also began 
to discover an uncommon relish for his conversation ; 
80 that he was struck with the prospect of succeeding 
Squire Stub in her affection. A conquest which, if 
sanctioned by the approbation of the mother, would 
console him for all the disappointments he had 
sustained ; for Miss Biddy was entitled to a fortune 
of ten thousand pounds, provided she should many 
with the consent of her parent, who was the sole 
executrix of the &ther^s urilL 

AnirrM^tH with the hope of such an advantageous 
match, our adventurer missed no opportunity of im- 
proving the lodgment he had made, while the two 
ladies £Buled not to extol his medical capacity among 
all theb female acquaintances. By means of this 
circulation, his advice was demanded in several other 
cases, which he managed with such an imposing air 
of sagacity and importance, that his feme began to 
spread, ai^ before the end of the season, he had 
ravished more than one half of the business from his 
competitor. Notwithstanding these fortunate events, 
he foresaw, that he should find great difficulty in 
transplanting his reputation, so as to take root in 
London, which was the only soil in which he could 
propose to rise to any dqpnee oi prosperity and inde- 
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pendenoe ; and this reflection was grounded upon a 
maxim which universally prevails among the English 
people, namely, to overlook and wholly n^ect, on 
their return to the metropolis, all the connexions 
they may have chanced to acquire during thefar 
residence at any of the medical wells. And this 
social disposition is so scrupulously maintained, that 
two persons who lived in the most intimate cone- 
spondence at Bath or Tunbridge, shall in four-and* 
twenty hours so totally foiget their friendship, as to 
meet in St. Jameses Park, without betraying the least 
token of recognition; so that one would imagine 
these mineral waters were so many streams issuing 
from the river Lethe, so fitmed of old for washing 
away all traces of memoiy and recollection. 

Aware of this oUivious principle, Doctor Fathmn 
collected all his qualifications, in order to make sodi 
an impression upon the heart of Miss Biddy, as would 
resist all her endeavours to shake him from her 
remembrance ; and his eflbrts succeeded so well, that 
Squire StuVs advances to a reconciliation were 
treated with manifest indifference. In all probaUlity 
our hero would have madea veiy advantageous cam- 
paign, had not his good fortune been retarded by 
an obstruction, which, as he did not perodve it, he 
could not possibly surmount. In displaying his 
accomplishments to captivate the daughter, he had 
unwittingly made an absolute conquest of tiie 
mother, who superintended the conduct of Min 
Biddy with such jealous vigilance, that he could 
find no opportuniiy ci profiting by the prog- 
ress he had made in h^ heart; for the caieftd 
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THE OLD LADY'S SENTIMENTS 

matron would never lose sight of her^ no, not for 
one moment. 

Had the old lady given the least intimation to 
our adventurer, of tiie sentiments she entertained in 
his behalf his complaisance was of such a pliable 
texture, that he would have quitted his other pur- 
suit, and made her the sole object of his attention. 
But she either depended upon the effect of his own 
good taste and discernment, or was too proud to 
disclose a passion which he had hitherto overlooked. 



[188] 
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CHAPTER FIFTY- TWO 

SEPAiaS TO THE METROFOLI8» AND ENBOLS HTMSKLT 
AM ONO THE SONS OF PiEAN. 

BEFORE this affair could be brought to a 
proper explanation, the season being 
ahnost ended, the ladies departed from 
Tunbridge, and in a little time Doctor 
Fathom followed them to London, having previously 
obtained p^mission to visit them in that metropolis. 
He had solicited the same £Etvour of some other 
fiunilies, in which he hoped to take root, though he 
knew they were pre-engaged to different physicians ; 
and resolving to make his first medical appearance in 
London with some SckUf he not only purchased an 
old chariot, which was new painted for the purpose, 
but likewise hired a footman, whom he clothed in 
laced livery, in order to distinguish himself from the 
common run of his brethren. 

This equipage, though much more expensive than 
his finances could bear, he foimd absolutely necessary 
to give him a chance for employment; as every 
shabby retainer to physic, in this capital, had pro- 
vided himself with a vehicle, which was altogether 
used by way of a travelling sign-post, to draw in 
customers ; so that a walking physician was con- 
sidered as an obscure pedlar, trudging fit>m street to 
[184] 
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RETURN TO LONDON 

street, with his pack of knowledge on his shonlders, 
and sdling his remnants of advice by letaiL A 
diariot was not now set up for the convenience of a 
man sinking under the fisttigue of extensive practice, 
but as a piece of furniture every way as necessary as 
a laige periwig with three tails ; and a physician, let 
his merit, in other respects, be never so conspicuous, 
can no more expect to become considerable in busi- 
ness, without the assistance of this implement, than 
be can hope to live without food, or breathe without 
a windpipe. 

lliis requisite is so well understood, that, exclusive 
of those who profess themselves doctors, eveiy raw 
sQigeon, eveiy idle apothecary, who can make interest 
with some foolhardy coachmaker, may be seen danc- 
ing the bays in all places of public resort, and grin- 
ning to one another from their respective carriages. 
Hence proceed many of those cruel accidents which 
are recorded in the daily papers. An apothecary^s 
horses take fright, and run away with his chariot, 
which is heard of no more. An eminent surgeon 
being overturned, is so terrified at the thoughts of 
mutilation, that he resolves to walk on foot all the 
days of his life; and the coachman of a physician of 
great practice, having the misfortune to be disabled 
by a fall from the box, his master can never find 
another to supply his place. 

None of these observations escaped the penetrating 
eye of Fathom, who, before he pretended to seat him- 
self in this machine, had made proper inquiry into 
all the other methods practised, with a view to keep 
the wheek in motion. In his researches, he found 
[186] 
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that the great world was wholly engrossed by a few 
practitioners who had arrived at the summit of 
reputation, consequaitiy were no longer obliged to 
cultivate those arts by which they rose; and that 
the rest of the business was parcelled out into small 
enclosures, occupied by different groups of personages, 
male and female, who stood in rings, and tossed the 
ball fix>m one to another, there being in each depart- 
ment two sets, the individuals of whidi relieved one 
another occasionally. Every knot was composed of 
a waiting-woman, nurse, apothecary, surgeon, and 
physician, and sometimes a midwife was admitted 
into the party; and in this manner the faroe was 
commonly performed. 

A fine lady, £Ettigued with idleness, complains of 
the vapours, is deprived of her rest, though not so 
sick as to have recourse to medicine. Her £Etvourite 
maid, tired with giving her attendance in the ni^t, 
thinks proper, for the benefit of her own repose, to 
complain of a violent headache, and recommends to 
her mistress a nurse of approved tenderness and dis- 
cretion ; at whose house, in all likelihood, the said 
chambermaid hath oft given the rendezvous to a 
male friend. The nurse, well skilled in the mysteries 
of her occupation, persuades the patient, that her 
malady, fiur from being slight or chimerical, may 
proceed to a very dangerous degree of the hysterical 
affection, unless it be nipt in the bud by some very 
effectual remedy. Then she recounts a surprising 
cure performed by a certain apothecary, and appeals 
to the testimony of the waiting-woman, who being 
the gossip of his wife, confirms the evidence, and 
[186] 
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ooRoborates the proposaL The apothecary being 
summoned, finds her ladyship in such a delicate 
situation, that he declines prescribing, and advises 
her to send for a physician without delay. The 
nomination of course falls to him, and the doctor 
being called, declares the necessity of immediate vene* 
section, which is accordingly performed by a surgeon 
of the association. 

This is one way of beginning the game. Though 
the commencement often varies, and sometimes the 
apothecary and sometimes the physician opens the 
scene ; but, be that as it will, they alwa3rs appear in 
a string, like a flight of wild geese, and eadi con- 
federacy maintains a correspondence with one particu- 
lar undertaker. Fathom, upon these considerations, 
set up his rest in the first floor of an apothecary in 
the neighbourhood of Charing Cross, to whom he 
was introduced by a letter from a friend at Tun* 
bridge, and who being made acquainted with his 
ability and scheme, promised to let slip no oppor- 
tunitrf of serving him ; and, indeed, seemed to 
espouse his interest with great alacrity. He intro- 
duced him to some of his patients, on the strength 
of a gratis visit, sounded forth his praise among all 
the good women of his acquaintance ; and even pre- 
vailed upon him to publish advertisements, import- 
ing that he would every day, at a certain time and 
place, give his advice to the poor for nothing ; hop- 
ing that, by means of some lucky cure, his fame 
might be extended, and his practice grow into 
request. 

In the meantime his chariot rolled along through 
[187] 
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all the most frequented atreets, during the whole 
forenoon, and, at the usual hour, he never £uled to 
make his appearance at the medical coffee-house, 
with all that solemnity of feature and address, by 
whidi the modem sons of Tfzan are distinguished; 
not but that he was often puzzled about the decision 
of his diurnal route. For the method of driving up 
one street and down another, without halting, was 
become such a stale expedient, that the very ^prentices 
used to stand at the shop doors, and ridicule the 
vain parade. At length, however, he perused the 
map of London with great diligence, and, having 
acquired a distinct idea of its topogn^hy, used to 
alight at the end of long narrow thoroughfEves and 
paved courts, where the chariot was ordered to wait 
till his return; and, walking with great gravity 
ihrou^ the different turnings of these alleys, rq^ 
his carriage by another passage, and resume his seat 
with an air of vast importance. With a view to 
protract the time of his supposed visits, he would, 
at one place, turn aside to a wall; at another, 
cheapen an urinal ; at a third comer, read a quack 
advertisement, or lounge a few minutes in some 
bookseller^s shop ; and, lastly, glide into some obscure 
coflfee-house, and treat himself with a dram of 
usquebaugh. 

The other means used to force a trade, such as 
ordering himself to be called from church, alarming 
the neighbourhood with knocking at his door in the 
night, receiving sudden messages in places of resort, 
and inserting his cures by way of news in the daily 
papers, had be^i so injudiciously hackneyed by every 
[188] 
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desperate sculler in physic, that they had lost their 
effect upon the puUic, and therefore were excluded 
fix>ni the plan of our adventurer, whose scheme, for 
the present, was to exert himself in winning the 
&your of those sage Sibyls, who keep, as it were^ the 
temple of medicine, and admit the young priest to 
the service of the altar ; but this he considered as a 
temporary project only, until he should have acquired 
int^est enough to erect an hospital, lock, or infirm* 
ary, by the voluntary subscription of his friends, a 
scheme which had succeeded to a miracle with many 
of the profession, who had raised themselves into 
notice upcm the carcases of the poor. 

Yet even this branch was already overstocked, 
insomuch that almost every street was furnished with 
one of these charitable receptacles, which, instead of 
diminishing the taxes for the maintenance of the 
poor, encouraged the vulgar to be idle and dissolute^ 
by opening an asyliun to them and their families, 
from the diseases of poverty and intemperance. For 
it remains to be proved, that the parish rates are 
decreased, the bills of mortality lessened, the people 
more niunerous, or the streets less infested with 
beggars, notwithstanding the immense sums yearly 
granted by individuals for the relief of the indigent. 

But, waiving these reflections. Doctor Fathom 
hoped, that his landlord would be a most useful imple- 
ment for extending his influence, and, for that reason, 
admitted him into a degree of partnership, after being 
fully convinced that he was not under articles to any 
other physician. Nevertheless, he was very mudi 
mistaken in reckoning on the importance of his new 
[189] 
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ally, who was, like himself a needy adventurer^ 
settled upon credit, and altogether unemployed, ex- 
cept among the very refuse of the people, whom no 
other person would take the trouble to attend. So 
that our hero got little else than experience and 
trouble, excepting a few guineas which he made 
shift to glean among sojourners, with whom he 
became occasionally acquainted, or young people^ 
who had been unfortunate in their amours. 

In the midst of these endeavours, he did not omit 
his duty to the old gentlewoman, whose daughter he 
had cured at Tunbridge; and was always received 
with particular complacency, which, perhaps, he, in 
some measure, owed to his genteel equipage, that 
gave credit to every door before which it was seen ; 
yet, Miss Biddy was as inaccessible as ever, while the 
mother became more and more warm in her civilities, 
till at length, after having prepared him with some 
extraordinary compliments, she gave him to under- 
stand, that Biddy was no better than a giddy-headed 
girl, far from being unexceptionable in her moral 
character, and particularly deficient in duty and 
gratitude to her, who had been always a tender and 
indulgent parent ; she was therefore determined to 
punish the young minx for her levity and want of 
natural affection, by altering her own condition, 
could she find a worthy and agreeable man, on whom 
she could bestow her hand and fortune without a 
blush. 

The film was instantiy removed from Fathom^s 
eyes by this declaration, which she uttered with such 
a significancy of look, as thrilled to his soul with 
[140] 
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joyful presage^ while he replied, it would, indeed, be 
a difficult task to find a man who merited such hap- 
jHness and honour; but, surely, some there were, 
who would task their funilties to the uttermost, in 
manifesting their gratitude, and desire of rendering 
themselyes worthy of such distinction. Though this 
answer was pronounced in such a manner as gave her 
to understand he had taken the hint, she would not 
dieapen her condescension so much as to explain 
hersdf further at that juncture, and he was very 
well contented to woo her on her own terms ; accord- 
ingly he began to season his behaviour with a spice 
of gallantry, when he had opportunities of being 
particular with this new inamorata, and, in propcnr- 
tion to the returns she made, he gradually detached 
himself from Miss Biddy, by intermitting, and, at 
last, discontinuing those ardent expressions of love 
and admiration, which he had made shift to convey 
in private looks and stolen whispers, during the 
rancorous inspection of her mother. 

Such alteration could not long escape the jealous 
eyes of the young lady, no more than the cause of 
this alienation, which, in a moment, converted all 
her love into irreconcilable hate, and filled her whole 
soul with the most eager desire of vengeance. For 
she now not only considered him as a mercenary 
wretch, who had slighted her attractions for the 
sordid gratifications of avarice, but also as an inter- 
loper, who wanted to intercept her fortune, in the 
odious character of a fiEtther-in-law. But, before 
she could bring her aim to any ripeness of contri- 
vance, her mother, having caught cold at church, 
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was adxed with a ibeamatic fever, became delirioiis 
in less than three days, and, notwithstanding all the 
prescriptions and caie of her admirer, gave up the 
{^ost, without having retrieved the use of her senses, 
or been able to manifest, by will, the sentiments 
she entertained in fistvour of her i^ysidan, who, as 
the reader will easily perceive, had more reasons than 
one to be mortally chagrined at this event. 

Miss Biddy being thus put in possession of the 
whole inheritance, not only renounced all correspond- 
ence with Doctor Fathom, by forbidding him the 
house, but likewise took all opportunities of prej- 
udicing his character, by hinting, that her dear 
mamma had fidlen a sacrifice to his ignorance and 
presumption* 



[14«] 
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CHAPTER FIFTY-THREE 

ACdUIBBS EMPLOYMENT IN CONSSaUENCS OF A LUCKY 
MISCABBIA6E* 

THESE ill offices, however, far from 
answering her purpose, had a quite con- 
trary effect. For, in consequence of her 
invectives, he was, in a few days, called 
to the wife of a merchant, who piously hoped, that 
his practice would not give Miss Biddy the lie. 
Tlie patient had long lingered under a complication 
of distempers, and being in no immediate danger of 
her life. Doctor Fathom was in no hurry to strike a 
decisive stroke ; till the husband growing impatient 
of delay, and so explicit in his hints, that it was 
impossible to misapprehend his meaning, our adven- 
turer resolved to do something effectual for his satis- 
fiu^tion, and prescribed a medicine of such rough 
qieration, as he thought must either oblige his 
employer, or produce a change in the lady^s constitu- 
tion, that would make a noise in the world, and 
bring a new accession to his fisune. 

Proceeding upon these maxims, he could not be 
disappointed. The remedy played its part with such 
violence, as reduced the patient to extremity, and 
the merchant had actually bespoke an undertaker; 
when, after a series of swoonings and convulsions, 
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nature so fiur prevailed, as to expel, at once, the pre- 
scription and the disease; yet the good-natured 
husband was so much affected with the agonies to 
which he saw the wife of his bosom exposed bj this 
specific, that, although the effect of it was her perfect 
recoveiy, he could never bear the sight of Fathom 
for the future, nor even hear his name mentioned, 
without giving signs of horror and indignation. 
Nay, he did not scruple to affirm, that, had our 
adventurer been endowed with the least tincture of 
humanity, he would have suffered the poor woman 
to depart in peace, rather than restore her to health, 
at the expense of such anxiety and torture. 

On the other hand, this extraordinary cure was 
blazoned abroad by the good lady and her gossips, 
with such exaggerations as roused the astonishment 
of the public, and concurred with the report of his 
last miscarriage to bring him upon the carpet, as 
the universal subject of discourse. When a physician 
becomes the town talk, he generally oondudes his 
business more than half done, even though his £une 
should wholly turn upon his mal-practice ; insomuch 
that some members of the faculty have been heard 
to complain, that they never had the good fortune 
to be publicly accused of homicide ; and it is wdl 
known, that a certain fiunous empiric, of our day, 
never flourished to any degree of wealth and reputa- 
tion till after he had been attacked in print, and 
fidrly convicted of having destroyed a good number 
of the human species. Success raised upon sudi a 
foundation would, by a disciple of Flato, and some 
modem moralists, be ascribed to the innate virtue 
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SURPRISING CURE 

and generosity of the homan heart, which naturally 
espouses the cause that needs protection. But i^ 
whose notions of human excellenoe are not quite so 
subUme, am apt to believe it is owing to that spirit 
of self-conceit and contradiction, which is, at least, 
as universal, if not as natural, as the moral sense so 
warmly contended for by those ideal philosophers. 

The most in&mous wretch often finds his account 
m these principles of malevolence and self-love. For 
wheresoever his character falls under discussion there 
IB generally some person present, who, either fix>m an 
aflfectation of singularity, or envy to the accusers, 
undertakes his defence, and endeavours to invalidate 
the articles of his impeachment, until he is heated 
by altercation, and hurried into more efiectual mea- 
sures for his advantage. If such benefits accrue to 
those who have no real merit to depend upon, surely 
our hero could not but reap something extraordinary 
from the debates to whidi he now gave rise ; as, by 
the miraculous cure he had affected, all his patient^s 
friends, all the enemies of her husband, all those who 
envied his other adversary, were interested in his 
behalf, exclusive of such admirers as surprise and 
curiosity might engage in his cause. 

Thus wafted upon the wings of applause, his fame 
soon difiiised itsdf into all the comers of this great 
capital The newspapers teemed with his praise; 
and in order to keep up the attention of the public, 
his emissaries, male and female, separated into differ- 
ent coffee-houses, companies, and dubs, where they 
did not frdl to comment upon these articles of intel- 
ligence. Such a frtvouraUe incident is, of itself 
Toi.li. — 10 [145] 
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sufficient to float the bark of a man^s fortune. He 
was, in a few dajny called to another lady, labouring 
under the same disorder he had so suocessfiiUy dis- 
pelled, and she thought hersdf benefited by his 
advice. His acquaintance naturally extended itself 
among the visitants and allies of his patients ; he 
was recommended firom family to family ; the fees 
began to multiply ; a variety of footmen appeared 
every day at his door ; he discontinued his sham cir- 
cuit, and looking upon the present conjuncture, as 
that tide in his affairs, which, according to Shake- 
speare, when taken at the fiill, leads on to fortune, 
he resolved that the opportunity should not be lost, 
and applied himself with such assiduity to his practice, 
that, in all likelihood, he would have carried tiie palm 
from all his contemporaries, had he not split upon the 
same rock which had shipwrecked his hopes before. 

We have formerly descanted upon that venereal 
appetite which glowed in the constitution of our 
adventurer, and with all his philosophy and caution 
could hardly keep within bounds. The reader, 
therefore, will not be much surprised to leam, that, 
in the exercise of his profession, he contracted an 
intimacy with a detgyman^s wife, whom he attended 
as a physician, and whose conjugal virtue he subdued 
by a long and diligent exertion of his delusive arts, 
while her mind was enervated by sickness, and her 
husband abroad upon his necessary occasions. This 
unhappy patient, who was a woman of an agreeable 
person and lively conversation, fell a sacrifice to her 
own security and self-conceit; her want of health had 
confined her to a sedentary life, and her imagination 
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A VICTIM'S PENITENCE 

bdng active and raUeas, she had spent those hotin 
in reading which other young women devote to com- 
pany and diversion, but, as her studies were not 
superintended by any person of taste, she had indulged 
her own bncy without method or propriety. Tlie 
Spectator taught her to be a critic and philosopher; 
firom plays she learned poetry and wit, and derived 
her knowledge of life fitom books of history and 
adventures. Fraught with these acquisitions, and 
furnished by nature with uncommon vivacity, she 
despised her own sex, and courted the society of men, 
among whom she thought her talents might be more 
honourably displayed, fully confident of her own 
virtue and sagacity, which amUed her to set all their 
arts at defiance. 

Thus qualified, she, in an evil hour, had recourse 
to the advice of our adventurer, for some ailment 
under which she had long laboured, and found such 
relief from his skill as very much prepossessed her in 
hisfistvour. She was no less pleased with his obliging 
manners than with his phjrsic, and found much enter- 
tainment in his conversation, so that the acquaint- 
ance proceeded to a d^ree of intimacy, during which 
he perceived her weak side, and being enamoured of 
her person, flattered her out of all her caution. The 
privil^e of his character furnished him with oppor- 
tunities to lay snares for her virtue, and, taking advan- 
tage of that listlessness, languor, and indolence of the 
spirits, by which all the vigilance of the soul is relaxed, 
he, after a long course of attention and perseverance, 
found means to make shipwreck of her peace. 

Though he mastered her diastity, he could not 
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quiet her consdeiiee, whidi inoessantlj upbraided 
ber with breach of the marriage vow ; nor did her 
undoer escape without a share of the reproadies 
suggested by her penitence and remorse. This inter- 
nal anxiety co-operating with her disease, and per- 
haps with the medicines he prescribed, reduced her 
to the brink of the grave ; when her husband returned 
from a neighbouring kingdom, in consequence of her 
earnest request, joined to the information of her 
friends, who had written to him an account of the 
extremity in which she was. The good man was 
afflicted beyond measure when he saw himself \rpoik 
the verge of losing a wife whom he had always 
tenderly loved ; but what were his emotions, when 
she, taking the first opportunity of his being alone 
with her, accosted him to this effect : 

^ I am now hastening towards that dissolution from 
which no mortal is exempted, and though the pros- 
pect of futurity is altogether clouded and uncertain, 
my conscience will not allow me to plunge into eter- 
nity without unburdening my mind, and, by an 
ingenuous confession, making all the atonement in my 
power for the ingratitude I have been guilty o^ and 
the wrongs I have committed against a virtuous 
husband, who never gave me cause of complaint. 
You stand amassed at this preamble, but alas 1 how 
will you be shocked when I own that I have betrayed 
you in your absence, that I have trespassed against 
God and my marriage vow,andfellen from the pride 
and oonfid^ce of virtue to the most abject state of 
vice ; yes, I have been unfeithftd to your bed, having 
fellen a victim to the infernal insinuations of a villain, 
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who took advantage of my weak and unguaided 
moments. Fathom is the wretch who hath thus ^ 
injured your honour, and ruined my unsuspecting 
innocaioe. I have nothing to plead in alleviation 
of my crime but the most sincere contrition of heart, 
and thou^ at any other juncture, I could not expect 
jrour foigivaiess, yet, as I now touch the goal of life, 
I trust in your humanity and benevolence for that 
pardon which will lighten the sorrows of my soul, 
and those prayers which I hope will entitle me to 
&vour at the throne of graoe.^ 

The poor husband was so much overwhelmed with 
grief and confusion at this unexpected address that 
he could not recollect himself till after a pause of 
several minutes, when uttering a hollow groan, ^ I 
will not,"^ said he, ^aggravate your sufferings, by 
reproaching you with my wrongs, though your con- 
duct hath been but an ill return for all my tender- 
ness and esteem. I look upon it as a trial of my 
Christian patieice, and bear my misfortune with 
resignation ; meanwhile, I fcngive you from my heart, 
and fervently pray that your rq>entance may be 
acceptable to the Father of Men^.^ So saying, he 
approached her bedside, and embraced her in token 
of his sincerity. Whether this generous condescen- 
sion difiused such a composure upon her spirits as 
tmded to the ease and refreshment of nature, which 
had been almost exhausted by disease and vexation, 
certain it is, that from this day she b^an to struggle 
with her malady in surprising efforts, and hourly 
gained ground, until her health was pretty well re- 
established 
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lliis recoveiy was so hi beyond the husband's 
expectation, that he b^an to make very serious 
reflections on the event, and ev&k to wish he had not 
been quite so precipitate in pardoning the bac^- 
slidings of his wife ; for, though he could not with- 
hold his compassion fix>m a dying penitent, he did 
not at all relish the thoughts of cohabiting, as usual, 
with a wife self-convicted of the violation of the 
matrimonial contract; he therefore considered his 
declaration as no more than a provisional pardon, 
to take place on condition of her immediate death, 
and, in a little time, not only communicated to her 
his sentiments on this subject, but also separated 
himself from her company, secured the evidence of 
her maid, who had been confidant in her amour with 
Fathom, and immediately set on foot a prosecution 
against our adventurer, whose behaviour to his wife 
he did not fail to promulgate, with all its aggravating 
circumstances. By these means the doctor^s name 
became so notorious that every man was afraid of 
admitting him into his house^ and every woman 
ashamed of soliciting his advice. 
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CHAPTER FIFTY-FOUR 

HIS SCUFSE, AKD 6BADUAL DECLIKATION. 

MISFORTUNES seldom come single; 
iqx)n the back of this hue and cry he 
unluckily prescribed phlebotomy to a 
gentleman of some rank, who chanced 
to expire during the operation, and quarrelled with 
his landlord the apothecary, who charged him with 
having forgot the good offices he had done him in 
the b^inning of his career, and desired he would 
provide himself with another lodging. 

All these mishaps, treading upon the heels of one 
another, had a very mortifying effect upon his prac- 
tice. At every tea-table his name was occasionally 
put to the torture, with that of the vile creature 
whom he had seduced, though it was generaUy taken 
for granted by all those female casuists, that she 
must have made the first advances, for it could not 
be supposed that any man would take much trouble 
in laying schemes for the ruin of a person whose 
attractions were so slender, especially considering the 
ill state of her health, a circumstance that seldom 
adds to a woman^s beauty or good-humour; besides, 
she was always a pert minx, that affected singularity, 
and a masculine manner of speakings and many of 
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them had foreseen that she would, some time or 
other, bring herself into such a premunire. At all 
gossipings, where the apothecary or his wife assisted, 
Fathom^s pride, ingratitude, and malpractice were 
canvassed ; in all dubs of married men he was men- 
tioned with marks of abhorrence and detestation, 
and eveiy medical coffee-house rung with his reproach. 
Instances of his ignorance and presumption were 
quoted, and many particulars feigned for the purpose 
of de&mation, so that our hero was exactly in the 
situation of a horseman, who, in riding at fiiU speed 
for the plate, is thrown from the saddle in the mid- 
dle of the race, and left without sense or motion 
upon the plain. 

His progress, though rapid, had been so short, 
that he could not.be supposed to have laid up store 
•gainst such a dayoftrrable, and as he still cherished 
hopes of surmounting those obstacles which had so 
suddenly started up in his way, he would not resign 
his equipage nor retraich his expenses, but appeared 
as usual in all public places with that serenity and 
confidence of feature which he had never deposited, 
and maintained his external pomp upon the little 
he had reserved in the days of his prosperity, and 
the credit he had acquired by the punctuality of 
his former pajrments. Both these fbnds, however, 
failed in a very little time, his lawsuit was a gulf 
that swallowed up all his ready money, and the 
gleanings of his practice were scarce sufScient to 
answer his pocket expenses, which now increased in 
proportion to the decrease of business, for, as he had 
more idle time, and was less admitted into private 
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&milies» so he thought he had more oocasioii to 
enlaige his acquaintance among his own sex, who 
alone were able to support him^ his disgrace with the 
other. He accordingly listed himself in several dubs, 
and endeavoured to monopolise the venereal branch 
of trade, though this was but an indifferent resource, 
for almost all his patients of this dass were sudi as 
either could not, or would not, properly recompense 
the phjrsidan. 

For some time he lingered in this situation, without 
going upwards or downwards, floating like a wisp of 
straw at the turning of the tide, until he could no 
longer amuse the person of whom he had hired his 
coach-horses, or postpone the other demands, which 
multiplied upon him eveiy day. Th&OL was his 
chariot overturned with a hideous crash, and his bee 
so much wounded with the shivers of the glass, which 
went to pieces in the fall, that he appeared in the 
coffee-house with half a dozen black patdies upon 
his countenance, gave a most circumstantial detail 
of the risk he had run, and declared, that he did not 
believe he should ever hazard himself again in any 
sort of wheel carriage. 

Soon after this acddent, he took an opportunity 
of telling his friends, in the same public place, that 
he had turned away his footman on account of his 
drunkenness, and was resolved, for the future, to 
keep none but maids in his service, because the men* 
servants are generally impudent, lazy, debauched, or 
dishonest ; and after all, neither so neat, handy, or 
agreeable as the other sex. In the rear of this 
resdution, he shifted his lodgings into a private 
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Gourt, beixigdistractedwith the din of carnages, that 
disturb the inhabitants who live towards the open 
street ; and gave his acquaintance to understand, tiiat 
he had a medical work upon the anvil, which he 
could not finish without being indulged in silence 
and tranquillity. In efiect, he gradually put on the 
exteriors of an author. His watch, with an horizon- 
tal movement by Graham, which he had often 
mentioned, and shown as a very curious piece of 
workmanship, began, about this time, to be very 
much out of order, and was committed to the care 
of a mender, who was in no hurry to restore it. His 
tie-wig degenerated into a major; he sometimes 
appeared without a sword, and was even observed in 
public with a second day^s shirt. At last, his clothes 
became rusty ; and when he walked about the streets, 
his head turned round in a surprising manner, by an 
involuntary motion in his neck, which he had con- 
tracted by a habit of reconnoitring the ground, that 
he might avoid all dangerous or disagreeable 
encounters. 

Fathom, finding himself descending the hill of 
fortune with an acquired gravitation, strove to catch 
at every twig, in order to stop or retard his descent. 
He now regretted the opportunities he had neglected, 
of marrying one of Besveral women of moderate for- 
tune, who had made advances to him in the zenith 
of his reputation ; and endeavoured, by forcing him^ 
self into a lower path of life than any he had hith- 
erto trod, to keep himself afloat, with the portion 
of some tradesman's daughter, whom he meant to 
eqpouse. While he exerted himself in this pursuil^ 
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he happened, in letuming from a place about thirty 
mileB from London, to become acquainted, in the 
stage-coach, with a young woman of a very homely 
appearance, whom, from the driver's information, he 
understood to be the niece of a country justice, and 
daughter of a soap-boiler, who had lived and died 
in London, and left her, in her in£Emcy, sole heiress 
of his effects, which amounted to four thousand 
pounds. The unde, who washer guardian, had kept 
her sacred fit>m the knowledge of the world, resolv- 
ing to effect a match betwixt her and his own son ; 
and it was with much difficulty he had consented to 
this journey, which she had undertaken as a visit to 
her own mother, who had married a second husband 
in town. 

Fraught with these anecdotes. Fathom began to 
put forth his gallantry and good-humour, and, in a 
word, was admitted by the lady to the privil^^ of 
an acquaintance, in which capacity he visited her 
during the term of her residence in London ; and, as 
there was no time to be lost, declared his honourable 
intentions. He had such a manifest advantage, in 
point of personal accomplishments, over the young 
gentleman who was destined for her husband, that 
she did not disdain his proposals; and, before she 
set out for the country, he had made such progress 
in her heart, that the day was actually fixed for their 
nuptials, on which hefisdthfully promised to cany her 
off in a coadi and six. How to raise money for this 
ezpeditimi was all the difficulty that remained ; for, 
by this time, his finances were utterly dried up, and 
his credit altogether exhausted. Upon a very pres- 
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sing occasion, he had formerly applied himself to a 
certain wealthy quack, who had rdieved his necessi- 
ties by lending him a small sum of money, in return 
fbr having communicated to him a secret medicine^ 
which he a£Srmed to be the most admirable specific 
that ever was invented. The nostrum had been used, 
and, luckily for him, succeeded in the trial ; so that 
the empiric, in the midst of his satisfeu^on, began to 
reflect, that this same Fathom, who pretended to be 
in possession of a great many remedies, equally 
efficacious, would certainly become a formidable rival 
to him in his business, should he ever be aUe to ex- 
tricate himself fix>m his present difficulties. 

In consequence of these suggestions, he resolved to 
keep our adventurer's head under water, by maintain- 
ing him in the most abject dependence. Accordingly 
he had, from time to time, accommodated him with 
small trifles, which barely served to support his 
existence, and even for these had taken notes of hand, 
that he might have a scourge over his head, in case 
he should prove insolent or refractory. To this bene- 
factor Fathom applied for a reinforcement of twoity 
guineas, which he solicited with the more confidence^ 
as that sum would certainly enable him to repay all 
other obligations. The quack would advance the 
money upon no other condition, than that of know- 
ing the scheme, which being explained, he complied 
with Ferdinand^s request; but, at the same time^ 
privately despatched an express to the young lady^s 
unde, with a full account of the whole conspiracy ; 
so that, when the doctor arrived at the inn, according 
to i^pointment, he was received by his worship in 
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penoiiy who gave him to understand, that his niece 
had changed her mind, and gone fifty miles farther 
into the country to visit a relation. This was a 
grievous disappointment to Fathom, who really 
believed his mistress had forsaken him through mere 
levity and caprice, and was not undeceived till several 
months after her marriage with her cousm, whoi, at 
an accidental meeting in London, she explained 
the story of the secret intelligence, and excused her 
marriage, as the effect of rigorous usage and 
compulsion. 

Had our hero been really enamoured of her person, 
he mij^t have probably accomplished his wishes, not- 
withstanding the steps she had taken. But this was 
not the case. His passion was of a different nature, 
and the object of it effectually without his reach. 
With r^ard to his appetite for women, as it was an 
infirmity of his constitution, which he could not over- 
come, and as he was in no condition to gratify it at a 
great expense, he had of late chosen a housekeeper 
from the hundreds of Drury, and, to avoid scandal, 
allowed her to assume his name. As to the intimation 
which had been sent to the country justice, he imme- 
diately imputed it to the true author, whom he marked 
for his vengeance accordingly ; but, in the meantime, 
suppressed his resentment, because he in some measure 
depended upon him for subsistence. On the other 
hand, the quack, dreading the forwardness and plausi- 
bility of our hero, which might, one time or other, 
render him independent, put a stop to those supplies, 
on pretence of finding them inconvenient ; but^outof 
his friendship and goodwill to Fathom, undertook to 
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procure for him sudi letters of reoommendatioii as 
would in&llibly make his fortune in the West Indies^ 
and even to set him out in a genteel manner for the 
voyage. Ferdinand preceived his drift, and thanked 
him for his generous oflTer, which he would not jEbuI 
to consider with all due deliberation ; though he was 
determined against the proposal, but obliged to tem- 
porise, that he might not incur the displeasure of this 
man, at whose m^x^y he lay. Meanwhile the prose- 
cution against him in Doctors^ Commons drew near a 
period, and the lawyers were clamorous for mcmey, 
without which, he foresaw he should lose the advantage 
which his cause had lately acquired by the death of his 
antagonist's chief evidence ; he therefore, seeing every 
other channel shut up,b^an to doubt, whether the riadk 
of being apprehended or slain in the character of a 
highwayman, was not overbalanced by the prospect of 
being acquitted of a chaige which had ruined his 
reputation and fortune, and actually entertained 
thoughts of taking the air on Hounslow Heath, when 
he was diverted from this expedient by a very singular 
adventure. 
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CHAPTER FIFTY-FIVE 

AFEER DIVEB8 UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORTS, HE HAS BXC0UB8E 
TO THE MATRIMONIAL NOOSE. 

CHANCING to meet with one of his 
acquaintance at a certain coffee-house, the 
discourse turned upon the characters of 
mankind, when, among other oddities, 
his friend brought upon the carpet a certain old 
gentlewoman of such a rapacious disposition, that, 
like a jackdaw, she never beheld any metalline sub- 
stance, without an inclination, and even an effort to 
secrete it for her own use and contemplation. Nor 
was this infirmity originally produced from indigence, 
inasmuch as her circumstances had been always 
affluent, and she was now possessed of a considerable 
sum of money in the funds ; notwithstcmding which, 
the avarice of her nature tempted her to let lodgings, 
though few people could live under the same roof 
with such an original, who, rather than be idle, had 
often filched pieces of her own plate, and charged 
her servants with the theft, or hinted suspicion of 
her lodgers. Fathom, struck with the description, 
soon perceived how this woman^s disease might 
be converted to his advantage; and after having 
obtained sufficient intelligence, on pretaice of satisfy* 
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ing his curiosity, he visited the widow, in consequence 
of abill at her door,and actually hired an apartment 
in her house, whither he forthwith repaired with his 
inamorata. 

It was not long before he perceived that his land- 
lady's character had not been misrepresented. He fed 
her distemper with divers inconsiderable trinkets, 
such as copper medals, corkscrews, odd buckles, and 
a paltiy seal set in silver, which were, at di£Berent 
times, laid as baits for her infirmity, and always con- 
veyed away with remarkable eagerness, which he and 
his Dulcinea took pleasure in observing firom an un- 
suspected place. Thus confirmed in his opinion, he, 
at length, took an opportunity of exposing a metal 
watch that belonged to his mistress, and saw it 
seized with great satisfaction, in the absence of his 
helpmate, who had gone abroad on purpose. Ac- 
cording to instruction, she soon returned, and began 
to raise a terrible clamour about the loss of her 
watdi ; upon which she was condoled by her landlady, 
who seemed to doubt the int^rity of the maid, 
and even proposed that Mrs. Fathom should apply 
to some justice of the peace for a warrant to search 
the servant's trunk. The lady thanked her for the 
good advice, in compliance with which she had 
immediate recourse to a magistrate, who granted a 
seardi warrant, not against the maid, but the mistress; 
and she, in a little time, returned with the constable 
at her back. 

These precautions being taken. Doctor Fathom 
desired a private conference with the old gentle- 
woman, in which he gave her to understand, that he 
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had undoubted proo6 of her having secreted, not only 
the watchy but also several other odd things of less 
eonsequenoe, which he lost since his residence in her 
house. He then showed the warrant he had obtained 
against her, and asked if she had anything to offer 
why the constable should not do his duty ? Inex- 
pressible were the anguish and confusion of the 
defendant, when she found herself thus entrapped, and 
reflected, that she was cm the point of being detected 
of f ebny ; for she at once concluded, that the snare 
was laid for her, and knew that the officer of justice 
would certainly find the unlucky watch in one of the 
drawers of her scrutoire. 

Tortured with these suggestions, afraid of public 
fisgraoe, and dreading the consequence of legal con- 
viction, she fell on her knees before the injured 
Fathom, and, after having imputed her crime to the 
temptations of necessity, implored his compassion, 
promised to restore the watch, and eveiything she had 
taken, and begged he would dismiss the constable, 
that her reputation mi^^t not suffer in the eye of the 
world. 

Ferdinand, with a severity of countenance purposely 
assumed, observed that, were she really indigent, he 
had diarity oiough to forgive what ^e had done ; 
but, as he knew her drcumstances were opident, he 
looked upon this excuse as an aggravation of her guilt, 
idiidi was certainly the effect of a vicious inclination; 
and he was therefore determined to prosecute her with 
the utmost severity of the law, as an example and 
terror to others, who mi^^t be infected with the 
same evil disposition. Finding him deaf to all her 
VO&.II.— a [161] 
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tears and entreaties, she changed her note, and offered 
him one hundred guineas, if he would compromise the 
affair, and drop the prosecution, so as that her char- 
acter should sustain no damage. After much argu- 
mentation, he consented to accept of double the sum, 
which being instantly paid in East India bonds. 
Doctor Fathom told the constable, that the watch 
was found ; and for once her reputation was patched 
up. This seasonable supply enabled our hero to stand 
trial with his adversary, who was nonsuited, and also 
to mend his external appearance, whidi of late had 
not been extremely magnificent. 

Soon after this gleam of good fortune, a tradennan, 
to whom he was considerably indebted, seeing no 
other probable means to recover his money, intro- 
duced Fathom to the acquaintance of a young widow 
who lodged at his house, and was said to be in posses- 
sion of a considerable fortune. Considering the steps 
that were taken, it would have been almost impossible 
for him to miscarry in his addresses. The lady 
had been bred in the country, was unacquainted 
with the world, and of a very sanguine disposition, 
which her short trial of matrimony had not served 
to cool. Our adventurer was instructed to call at 
the tradesman's house, as if by accident, at an ap- 
pointed time, when the widow was drinking tea with 
her landlady. On these occasions he always behaved 
to admiration. She liked his person, and praised his 
politeness, good-humour, and good sense; his con- 
federates extolled him as a prodigy of learning, taste, 
and good-nature ; they likewise represoited him as a 
person on the eve of eclipsing all his competitors in 
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A FLEET MARRIAGE 

physic An acquaintance and intimacy soon ensued, 
nor was he restricted in point of opportunity. In a 
word, he succeeded in his endeavours, and, one even- 
ing, on pretence of attending her to the play, he ac- 
companied her to the Fleet, where they were married, 
in presence of the tradesman and his wife, who were 
of the party. 

This grand affidr being accomplished to his satis- 
fiu^on, he, next day, visited her brother, who was a 
counsellor of the Temple, to make him acquainted 
with the step his sister had taken ; and though the 
lawyer was not a little mortified to find that she had 
made such a clandestine match, he behaved civilly to 
his new brother-in-law, and gave him to understand, 
that his wife^s fortune consisted of a jointure of one 
hundred and fifty pounds a year, and fifteen hundred 
pounds bequeathed to her during her widowhood, by 
her own father, who had taken the precaution of set- 
tling it in the hands of trustees, in such a manner as 
that any husband she might afterwards espouse should 
be restricted from encroadiing upon the capital, which 
was reserved for the benefit of her heirs. This in- 
timation was far from being agreeable to our hero, 
who had been informed, that this sum was absolutely 
at the lady^s disposal, and had actually destined the 
greatest jMurt of it for the payment of his debts, for 
defraying the expense of furnishing an d^ant house, 
and setting up a new equipage. 

Notwithstajiding this disappointment, he resolved 

to carry on his pkm upon the credit of his marriage, 

which was published in a very pompous article of the 

newspapers; a diariot was b^poke, a ready furnished 
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house immediately taken, and Doctor Fatiiom began 
to reappear in all his former splendour. 

His good friend the empiric, alarmed at this event, 
which not only raised our adventurer into the spheie 
of a dangerous rival, but also furnished him with 
means to revenge the ill office he had sustained at his 
hands on the adventure of the former match — for, 
by this time. Fathom had given him some hints, 
importing, that he was not ignorant of his treache^ 
ous behaviour — roused, I say, by these considem- 
tions, he employed one of his emissaries, who had 
some knowledge of Fathom^s brother-in-law, to prej- 
udice him against our adventurer, whom he repre- 
sented as a needy sharper, not only overwhelmed wifh 
debt and disgrace, but likewise previously mairied to 
a poor woman, who was prevented by nothing but 
want from seeking redress at law. To confirm these 
assertions, he gave him a detail of Fathom*s encum- 
brances, which he had learned for the purpose, and 
even brought the counsellor into company with the 
person who had lived with our hero before marriage, 
and who was so much incensed at her abrupt dismis* 
sion, that she did not scruple to corroborate these 
all^;ations of the informer. 

Hie lawyer, startled at this intelligence, set on 
foot a minute inquiry into the life and oonversation 
of the doctor, which turned out so little to the ad- 
vantage of his character and dicumstances, that he 
resolved, if possible, to disunite him from his £Eunily ; 
and, as a previous step, r^>eated to his sister all that 
he had heard to the prejudice of her husband, not 
foigetting to produce the evidence of his mistress, 
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who laid claim to him by a prior title, which, she 
pretended, could be proved by the testimony of the 
clergyman who joined thenu Such an explanation 
could not £ul to inflame the resentment of the injured 
wifie, who, at the very first opportunity, giving a 
loose to the impetuosity of her temper, upbraided 
our hero with the most bitter invectives for his per- 
fidious dealing. 

Ferdinand^ conscious of Us own innocence, which 
he had not always to plead, &r from attempting to 
soothe her indignation, assumed the authority and 
prerogative of a husband, and sharply r^rehended 
her for her credulity and indecent warmth. This 
rebuke, instead of silencing, gave new spirit and 
volubility to her reproaches, in the course of which 
she plainly taxed him with want of honesty and 
affection, and said that, though his pretence was 
love, his aim was no other than a base design upon 
her fortune. 

Fathom, stung with these accusations, which he 
really did not deserve, replied with uncommon heat, 
and charged her in his turn with want of sincerity 
and candour, in the fiJse account she had given of 
that same fortune before marriage. He even magni- 
fied his own condescension, in surrendering his liberty 
to a woman who had so little to recommend her to 
the addresses of the other sex ; a reflection which 
provoked this mild creature to such a d^ree of ani- 
mosity, that, forgetting her duty and allegiance, she 
lent him a box on the ear with such energy as made 
his eyes water ; and he, for the honour of manhood 
and sovereignty^ having washed her £9u» with a 
[166] 
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dish of tea, withdrew abraptly to a ooflbe-house in 
the nei^bourhood, where he had not long remained, 
when his passion subsided, and he then saw the 
expediency of an immediate reconciliation, which he 
resolved to purchase, even at the expense of a 
submission. 

it was pity that such a salutary resoluticm had 
not been sooner taken. For, when he returned to 
his own house, he understood, that Mrs. Fatiiom 
had gone abroad in a hackney-coach; and, upon 
examining her apartment, in lieu of her clothes and 
trinkets, which she had removed with admirable 
dexterity and despatch, he found this billet in one 
of the drawers of her binreau : — ^^ Sir, being convinced 
that you are a cheat and an impostor, I have with- 
drawn myself fix>m your cruelty and machinations, 
with a view to solicit the protection of the law ; and 
I doubt not but I shall soon be able to prove, that 
you have no just title to, or demand upon, the per- 
son or effects of the unfortunate Sarah Muddy.^ 

The time had been when Mr. Fathom would have 
allowed Mrs. Muddy to refine at her leisure, and 
blessed Grod for his happy deliverance ; but at pres- 
ent the case was quite altered. Smarting as he was 
from the expense of lawsuits, he dreaded a prosecu- 
tion for bigamy, which, though he had justice on his 
side, he knew he could not of himself support 
Besides, all his other schemes of life were frustrated 
by this unlucky elopement. He tiierefore speedily 
determined to antidpate, as much as in him lay, the 
malice of his aiemies, and to obtain, without delay, 
authentic documents of his marriage. With tlds 
[166] 
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view, he hastened to the house of the tradesman, 
^o, with his wife, had been witness to the ceremony 
and consummation ; and, in order to interest them 
the more warmly in his cause, made a pathetic recital 
of this unhappy breach, in which he had suffered 
such injury and insult. But all his rhetoric would 
not avaiL Mrs. Muddy had been beforehand with 
him, and had proved the better orator of the two ; 
for she had assailed this honest couple with such 
tropes and figures of eloquence, as were altogether 
iiresistihle. 

Nevertheless, they heard our hero to an end, with 
great patience. Then the wife, who was the com- 
mon mouth upon all such occasions, contracting her 
features into a very formal disposition, ^ I ^U assure 
you,^ said she, ^ Doctor Fathom, my husband and I 
have been in a very great terrification and numplush, 
to hear such bad things of a person, whom, as one 
may say, we thought a worthy gentleman, and were 
ready to serve at all times, by day and by night, as 
the saying is. And besides, for all that, you know, 
and God knows, as we are dustrious people, and 
woric hard for what we get, and we have served gen- 
tlemen to our c ^rn harm, whereby my husband was 
last Tuesday ser ed with a siserary, bcdng that he was 
bound for an officer that ran away. And I said to 
my husband, Timothy, says I, ^tis a very hard 
thing for one to ruin one^s self for stranger people — 
There ^s Doctor Fathom, says I, his account comes to 
nine-and-forty pounds seven shillings and fourpence 
halfpenny; and you know, doctor, that was before 
your last bill began. But, howsomever, little did I 
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think, as how a gentleman of your learning would 
go to deceive a poor gentlewoman, when you had 
another wife alive.^ 

In vain did our adventurer endeavour to vindicate 
himself from this aspersion ; the good woman, like a 
great many modem disputants, proceeded with her 
declamation, without seeming to hear what was said 
on the other side of the question ; and the husband 
was altogether neutraL At length, Ferdinand, find- 
ing all his protestations ineffectual, ^ Well,^ said he, 
*^ though you are resolved, I see, to discredit all that 
I can say in opposition to that scandalous slander, of 
which I can easily acquit myself in a court of justice, 
surely you will not refuse to grant me a certificate, 
signifying that you were present at the ceremony of 
my marriage with this unhappy woman.^ ^You 
shall excuse us,^ replied the female orator ; ^^ people 
cannot be too wary in signing their names in iiiis 
wicked world; many a one has been brought to 
ruination by signing his name, and my husband shall 
not, with my goodwill, draw himsdf into such « 
primmineeiy.^ 

Fathom, alarmed at this refusal, earnestly argued 
against the inhumanity and injustice of it, appealing 
to their own consciences for the reasonableness of his 
proposal; but, from the evasive answers of the wife, 
he had reason to believe, that, long before the time 
of trial, they would take care to have f<»gotten the 
whole transaction. 

Though he was equally confounded and incensed 
at this instance of tlwir perfidy, he durst not mani- 
fest his indignaticHi, conscious of the advantage they 
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had over him in diyera respects ; but repaired, with- 
out loss of time, to the lodging of the deigyman 
who had noosed him, resolved to consult his register, 
and secure his evidence. Here too his evil genius 
had got the start of him ; for the worthy ecclesiastic 
not only could not recollect his features, or find his 
name in the raster, but, when importuned by his 
pressing remonstrances, took umbrage at the fineedom 
of his behaviour, and threatened, if he would not 
immediately take himself away, to raise the posse 
o£ the Fleet, for the safety of his own person. 

Rather than put the pastor to the trouble of 
alarming his flock, he retreated with a heavy heart, 
and went in quest of his mistress, whcmi he had dis- 
missed at his marriage, in hopes of efiecting a recon- 
ciliation, and preventing her from joining in the 
conspiracy against him. But, alas! he met with 
such a reception as he had reason to expect from a 
slighted woman, who had never felt any real attach- 
ment for his person. She did not upbraid him with 
his cruelly in leaving her as a mistress, but, with a 
species of efirontery never enough to be admired, 
reproached him with his villany, in abandoning her, 
who was his true and lawfrd wife, to go and ruin a 
poor gentlewoman, by whose fortune he had been 
allured. 

When he attempted to expostulate with this 
virago, upon the barbarity of tlds assertion, she very 
prudently declined engaging in private conversation 
with such an artful and wicked man ; and, calling up 
the people of the house, insisted upon his being con- 
ducted to the door. 
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CHAPTER FIFTY-SIX 

IN WHICH HIB VOETUNS IS XFVBCllTALLT STRANGLED. 

THE last resouioe, and that upon which he 
least depended, was the advice and assist- 
ance of his old friend the empiric, with 
whom he still maintained a slight cone- 
spondence ; and to whose house he steered his course^ 
in great perplexity and tribulation. That gentle- 
man, instead of consoling him with assurances of 
friendship and protection, faithfully recapitulated all 
the instances of his indiscretion and misconduct, 
taxed him with want of sincerity in the West India 
affair, as well as with want of honesty in this last 
marriage, while his former wife was alive ; and, finally, 
reminded him of his notes, which he desired might 
be immediately taken up, as he (the quack) had 
present occasion for a sum of money. 

Ferdinand, seeing it would be impracticable to 
derive any succour fit>m this quarter, sneaked home- 
wards, in ord^ to hold a consultation with his own 
thoughts ; and the first object that presented itself 
to his eyes when he entered his apartment, was a 
letter from the tradesman, with his account inclosed, 
amounting to forty-five pounds, which the writer 
desired might be paid without delay. Before he 
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had time to panse the artides, he received a sum- 
moDS, in consequence of a bill of indictment for 
bigamy, found against him in Hicks^ Hall, by Sarah 
Muddy, widow ; and, while he was revolving meas- 
ures to avert these storms, another billet arrived 
from a certain attorney, giving him to understand, 
ibai he had orders from Doctor Buffalo, the quack, 
to sue him for the payment of several notes, unless he 
would take them up in three days from the date 
of this letter. 

Such a concurrence of sinister events made a deep 
impression upon the mind of our adventurer. All his 
fortitude was insufficient to bear him up against this 
torrent of misfortunes ; his resources were all dried 
up, his invention frdled, and his reflection b^an to 
take a new turn. *' To what purpose,^ said he to 
himself^ ^^ have I deserted the paths of int^^rity and 
truth, and exhausted a fruitful imagination, in 
contriving schones to betray my fellow-creatures, i^ 
instead of acquiring a splendid fortune, which was 
my aim, I have suffered such a series of mortifications, 
and at last brought myself to the hnnk of inevitable 
destruction ? By a virtuous exertion of those talents 
I inherit from nature and education, I might, long 
before this time, have rendered myself independait, 
and, perhaps, conspicuous in life. I might have 
grown up like a young oak, which, being firmly 
rooted in its kindred soil, gradually raises up its 
lofty head, expands its leafy arms, projects a noUe 
shade, and towers the glory of the {dain. I should 
have paid the debt of gratitude to my benefactors, 
and made their hearts sing with joy for the happy 
[171] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

dliBcts of thdr benevolence. I should have been a 
bulwark to mj friends, a shelter to my neighboun 
m distress. I should have run the race of honour, 
seen my fiune diffused like a sweet-smelling odour, 
and felt the ineffable pleasure of doing good. 
Whereas I am, after a vicissitude of disappointment^ 
dangers, and fatigues, reduced to misery and ahame^ 
aggravated by a conscience loaded with treadieiy 
and guilt. I have abused the confidence and gen- 
erosity of my patron ; I have defrauded his fiunily, 
under the mask of sincerity and attachment ; I have 
taken the most cruel and base advantages of virtue 
in distress ; I have seduced unsuspecting innocence 
to ruin and despair ; I have violated the most sacred 
trust reposed in me by my friend and benefactor ; I 
have betrayed his love^ torn his noble heart asunder, 
by means of the most perfidious slander and fiJse 
insinuations; and, finally, brought to an untimely 
grave the fairest pattern of human beauty and per- 
fection. Shall the author of these crimes pass with 
impunity ? Shall he hope to prosper in the midst 
of such enormous guilt? It were an imputation 
upon Providence to suppose it ! Ah, no ! I begin 
to feel mjTself overtaken by the eternal justice ct 
Heaven ! I totter on the edge of wretchedness and 
woe, without one friendly hand to save me from the 
terrible abyss I ^ 

These reflections, which, perhaps, the misery of 
his fellow-creatures would never have inspired, had 
he himself remained without the verge of misfortune, 
were now produced from the sensation of his own 
calamities ; and, for the first time^ his cheeks were 
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bedewed inth the drops of penitence and sorrow. 
^ Contraries,^ saith Plato, ^^ are productive of each 
oUier.^ Reformation is oftentimes generated from 
unsocxsessfiil vice ; and oar adventurer was, at this 
juncture, veiy well disposed to turn over a new leaf 
in consequence of those salutary suggestions ; tiiough 
he was far from being cured beyond the possibility 
of a relapse. On the contrary, all the faculties of 
his soul were so well adapted, and had been so long 
habituated to deceit, that, in order to extricate him* 
self from the evils that environed him, he would not, in 
all probability, have scrupled to practise it upon his 
own father, had a convenient opportunity occurred. 

Be that as it may, he certainly, after a tedious 
and fruitless exercise of his invention, resolved to 
elfect a clandestine retreat from that confederacy of 
enemies which he could not withstand, and once 
more jcnn his fortune to that of Renaldo^ whom he 
proposed to serve, for the fiiture, with fidelity and 
affection, thereby endeavouring to atone for the 
treachery of his former conduct Thus determined, 
he packed up his necessaries in a portmanteau, 
attempted to amuse his creditors with promises of 
^)eedy payment, and, venturing to come forth in 
ttie dark, took a place in the Canterbury stage- 
coadi, after having converted his superfluities into 
ready money. These steps were not taken with sudi 
privacy as to elude the vigilance of his adversaries ; 
for, although he had been cautious enough to trans- 
port himself and his baggage to the inn on Sunday 
evening, and never doubted that the vehide^ whidi 
set out at four o^dodi on Monday morning, would 
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oonyey him out of the readi of his crediton^ 
bejfbre they could possibly obtain a writ for securing 
his person, they had actually taken sudi precautions 
as frustrated all his finesse; and the coach being 
stopped in the borough of Southwark, Doctor 
Fathom was seized by virtue of a warrant obtained 
on a iwtminii.1 indictment, and was forthwith con- 
ducted to the prison of the Eing'^s Bench ; yet, not 
before he had, by his patiietic remonstrances, excited 
the compassion, and even drawn tears from the eyes 
of his fellow-passengers. 

He no sooner recollected himself from the sliock 
which must have been occasioned by this sinister 
incident, than he despatched a letter to his brother- 
in-law, the counsellor, requesting an immediate ccm- 
ference, in which he promised to make sudi a 
proposal as would save him all the expense of a 
lawsuit and trial, and, at the same time, e£Fectuallj 
answer all the purposes of both. He was accordii^y 
favoured with a visit from the lawyer, to whom, after 
the most solemn protestations of his own innocence^ 
he declared, that, finding himself unable to wage war 
against such powerfrd antagonists, he had resolved 
even to abandon his indubitable right, and retire 
into another country, in order to screen himself from 
persecution, and remove all cause of disquiet from 
the prosecutrix, when he was, unfortunately, pre- 
vented by the warrant which had been executed 
against him. He said he was still wiUing, for the 
sake of his liberty, to sign a formal renundaticm of 
his pretensions to Mrs. Fathom and her fortune, 
provided the deeds could be executed, and the war- 
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lant withdrawn, before he should be detained by his 
other creditors ; and, lastly, he conjured the barris- 
ter to spare himself the guilt and the charge of 
suborning evidence for the destruction of an unhappy 
man, whose misfortune was his only fiiult. 

The lawyer felt the force of his expostulations; 
and though he would by no means suppose him 
innocent of the chaige of bigamy, yet, under the 
pretext of humanity and commiseration, he under- 
took to persuade his sister to accept of a proper 
release, which, he observed, would not be binding, if 
executed during the confinement of Fathom ; he 
therefore took his leave, in order to prepare the 
papers, withdraw the action, and take sudi other 
measures as would hinder the prisoner from giving 
him the slip. Next day, he returned with an order 
to release our hero, who, being formally discharged, 
was conducted by the lawyer to a tavern in the 
neighbourhood, where the ureases were exchanged, 
and eveiything concluded with amity and concord. 
This business being happily transacted. Fathom stept 
into a hackney-coach, with his baggage, and was 
followed by a bailiff, who told him, with great com- 
posure, that he was again a prisoner, at the suit of 
Doctor Buffisdo, and desired tiie coachman to recon- 
duct him to the lodging he had so lately discharged. 

Fathom, whose fortitude had been hitherto of the 
pagan temper, was now fidn to reinforce it with the 
philosophy of Christian resignation, though he had 
not as yet arrived to sudi a pitch of self-denial as to 
forgive the counsellor, to whose double dealing he 
imputed this new calamity. After having received 
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the compliments of the jailer on his recommitmenty 
he took pen, ink, and paper, and composed an art* 
fill and affecting epistie to the empiric, imploring 
his mercy, flattering his weakness, and demonstrating 
the bad policy of cooping up an unhappy man in a 
jail, where he could never have an opportunity of 
doing justice to his creditors ; nor did he foiget to 
declare his intention of retiring into another coun- 
try, where he might have some chance of earning a 
subsistence, which he had so long toiled for to no 
purpose in England* This last declaration he made 
in consequence of the jealous disposition of the 
quack, who he knew had long looked upon him in 
tiie odious light of an interloping rival. However, 
he reaped no benefit from this supplication, which 
served only to gratify the pride of Buffalo, who pro- 
duced the extravagant encomiums which Fathom had 
bestowed upon him, as so many testimonials of his 
foe^s bearing witness to his virtue. 



[176] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CHAPTER FIFTY-SEVEN 

FATHOM BEINO SAVELT HOUSED, THE BSADEft 18 BKTBB- 
TAIMED WITH A BBTBOflPECT. 

BUT now it is high time to leave our adven- 
turer to chew the cud of reflection and 
remorse in this solitary mansion, that we 
may trace Benaldo in the several steps he 
took to assert his right, and do justice to his fiunily. 
Never man indulged a more melancholy train of 
ideas than that which accompanied him in his jour- 
ney to the Imperial court. For, notwithstanding the 
manifold reasons he had to expect a happy issue to 
his aim, his imagination was incessantly infected with 
sometihdi^ that chilled his nerves and saddened his 
heart, recurring, with quick succession, like the 
unwearied wave that beats up<xi the bleak, inhospi- 
table Greenland shore. This, the reader will eadly 
8uiqx)8e, was no other than the remembrance of the 
forlorn Monimia, whose image appeared to his fanqr 
in different attitudes, according to the prevalence of 
the passions whidi raged in his bosom. Sometimes 
he viewed her in the light of apostasy, and thra his 
soul was maddened with indication and despair. 
But these transitory blasts were not aUe to effiice 
ilie impressions she had formerly made upon his 
heart; impressions which he had so oft^ and so long 
vol. n.— IS [177] 
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ooDtemplated with inconceivable rapture. These 
pictures still remained, representing her fSsdr as the 
most perfect idea of beauty, soft and tender as an 
angel of mercy and compassion, warmed with every 
virtue of the heart, and adorned with every accom- 
plishment of human nature. Yet the alarming 
contrast came still in the rear of this recollection ; 
so that his soul was by turns agitated by the tem- 
pests of horror, and overwhelmed by the floods of 
grieC 

He recalled the moment on which he first beheld 
her, with that pleasing r^ret which attends the 
memory of a dear deceased friend. Then he bitterly 
cursed it, as the source of all his misfortunes and 
affliction. He thanked Heaven for having Messed 
him with a friend to detect her perfidy and ingrati- 
tude; and then ardently wished he had still con- 
tinued under the influence of her delusion. In a 
word, the loneliness of his situation aggravated ev&ry 
horror of his reflection; for, as he found himself 
without company, his imagination was never solic- 
ited, or his att^tion diverted from these subjects 
of woe ; and he travelled to Brussels in a reverie, 
fraught with such torments as must have entirely 
wrecked his reason, had not Providence interposed 
in his behalfl He was, by his postillion, conducted 
to one of the best inns of the place, where he under- 
stood the doth was already laid for supper ; and as 
the ordinary is open to strangers in all tiiese houses 
of entertainment, he introduced himself into the com- 
pany, with a view to alleviate, in some measure, his 
sorrow and chagrin, by the conversation of his fel- 
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low-guests. Yet he was so ill prepared to obtain 
the relief which he courted, that he entered the 
apartment, and sat down to table, without distin- 
guishing either the number or countenances of those 
who were present, though he himself did not long 
remain so unr^arded. His mien and deportment 
produced a prepossession in his &Tour ; and the air 
of €tffliction, so remarkable in his visage, did not fail 
to attract their sjnnpathy and observation. 

Among the rest, was an Irish officer in the Austrian 
service, who having eyed Renaldo attentively, " Sir,'* 
said he, rising, ^^if my eyes and memory do not 
deceive me, you are the Count de Melvil, with whom 
I had the honour to serve upon the Rhine during the 
last war.** The youth, hearing his own name men- 
tioned, lifted up his eyes, and at once recognising 
the other to be a gentleman who had been a captain 
in his father's regiment, ran forwards, and embraced 
him with great affection. 

This was, in divers respects, a fortunate rencontre 
for young Melvil ; as the officer was not only per- 
fectly well acquainted with the situation of the 
Count's family, but also resolved, in a few dajrs, to 
set out for Vienna, whither he promised to accom- 
pany Renaldo, as soon as he understood his route lay 
the same way. Before the day fixed for their depar- 
ture arrived, this gentleman found means to insinuate 
himself so far into the confidence of the Count, as to 
learn the cause of that distress which he had observed 
in his features at their first meeting ; and being a 
gentleman of uncommon vivacity, as well as sincerely 
attached to the fieunily of Melvil, to which he had 
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owed fai.s promotion, he exerted all his good-hmnour 
and goorl M-me in amusing the £uK:y^ and reasoning 
down the mortification of the afBicted Hungarian. 
He in particiMir endeavoured to wean his attrition 
from the lo^t Mtmimia, by engaging it upon his 
domestic u*}jii'^, Mifl upon the wrongs of his mother 
and Hi*.t^r, v\.i, »u> j^ave him to understand, were 
laiH! .^^:i Mi: ^' ' r the tyranny of his £Eithe]>in-law. 

T* - vit^ a note that efiectually nmsed him from 

til * ' n- of his sorrow; and the desire of taking 

fir«^AXim> M imcop^am^ i^ ^KlKQiEhined his 

f . . . ^ i ia.iiri)iiHKBrest relations miserable^ so 

- *oNM^-<] his thoughts, as to leave no room 

.1. -.<i< rat'«iiiii. During their journey to 

*, -M •" 'r Fjut^.I, (that was the name of his 

'. Kiw Mtt^t : I ?n*med him of many circumstances 

'. .' «'M:n;; ais father's house, to which himself was an 

II !N r Ktraiiger. 4 

"The conduct of your mother," said he, **in 
nmnying Co •.! Trebt^, was not at all agreeable 
either to tn. T.icnds of the Count de Melvil, or to 
her own i - .on«, who knew her seccmd husband to 
be a n . fa nolcnt temper, and rapacious disposi- 
tunu ^ K the n#tt;.ni of his education and employ- 
mt; * i <fr\'er! rnt.i. r to inflame than allay ; for you 
w«^'! k lu^ h*- wa.- 'i ]>Artisan during the whole coarse <rf 
the iate war. They were, moreover, equally surprised 

mul rhAgriTtwl^ tth^n fliAjr ftwinfl aIia f#w^V tin «f^p to 

'' Sirpt^^/m^k^BandDf^mfaoj^ Aotaidberitaaoe, ^fkkh of 

are ^Jligb^iifaelfkgMl/M, fm mkirrmtiik^ }ifb ihtkAt^ of 

to seM^m^i^Miin^lm^M^ from the heir rf blood. 

Ni^vertheless, they are now fully convinced, that Ate 
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FAMILY HISTORY 

hath more than sufficiently atoned for her indiacte- 
tioD, by the barbarity of her husband, who hath not 
only secluded her from all communication with her 
friends and acquaintance, but ev^i confined her to 
the west tower of your father^s house, where she is 
said to be kept* dose prisoner, and subjected to all 
sorts of inconvenience and mortification.^ This sever- 
ity she is believed to have incurred in consequ^ce of 
having expostulated to him upon his unjust bdiav- 
iour to you and Mademoiselle, whom he hath actually 
shut up in some convent in Vienna, which your rela- 
tions have not as yet been able to discover. But the 
memory of your noble father is so dear to all those 
who were fiivoured with his friendship, and the suffer- 
ings of the Countess and Mademoisdle have raised 
such a spirit of resentment against her cruel jailor, 
that nothing is wanted but your presence to begin 
the prosecution, and give a sanction to the measures 
of your friends, whidi will in a little time restore 
yoiur family to the fruition of its rights and fortune. 
For my own part, my dear Count, I consider myself 
as one wholly indebted to your house for the rank 
and expectation I now enjoy ; and my finances, inter- 
est, and person, such as they are, I dedicate to your 
service.'* 

Renaldo was not slow in making his acknowledg- 
ments to this generous Hibernian, whom he informed 
of his scheme, recounting to him his uncommon 
transaction with the benevolent Jew, and communi- 
cating the letters of recommendation he had received 
by his means to some of the first noblemen at the 
Imperial court. Meanwhile, he burned with impa- 
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tience to chastise Count Trebasi for his perfidious 
conduct to the widow and the fatherless, and would 
have taken the road to Fresbuig, without touching 
at Vienna, in order to call him to a severe account, 
had not he been strenuously opposed by Major 
Farrel, who represented the imprudence of takkig 
such a step before he had secured a proper pro- 
tection from the consequences with which it might 
be attended* 

" It is not," said he, ** your own life and fortune 
only which depend upon your behaviour in this emer^ 
gency, but also the quiet and happiness of those who 
are most dear to your affection. Not you alone, but 
likewise your mother and sister, would infallibly sufier 
by your temerity and precipitation. First of all, 
deliver your credentials at court, and let us join our 
endeavours to raise an interest strong enough to 
counterbalance that of Trebasi. If we succeed, there 
will be no necessity for having recourse to personal 
measures. He will be compelled to yield up your 
inheritance which he unjustly detains, and to restore 
your sister to your arms ; and if he afterwards refuses 
to do justice to the Countess, you will always have 
it in your power to evince yourself the son of the 
brave Count de MelviL" 

These just and salutary representations had a due 
effect upon Renaldo, who no sooner arrived at the 
capital of Austria, than he waited upon a certain 
prince of distinction, to whose patronage he was 
commaided ; and from whom he met with a very 
cordial reception, not only on account of his creden- 
tials, but also for the sake of his father, who was 
[188] 
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well known to his highness. He heard his complaints 
with great patience and affistbility^ assured him of his 
assistance and protection, and even undertook to 
introduce him to the empress-queen, who would not 
suffer the weakest of her subjects to be oppressed, 
much less disr^ard the cause of an injured young 
nobleman, who, by his own services, and those of his 
fiunily, was peculiarly entitled to her favour. 

Nor was he the only person whose countenance 
and patronage Melvil solicited upon this occasion ; 
he visited all the friends of his father, and all his 
mother^s relations, who were easily interested in his 
behalf ; while Major Farrel contributed all his efforts 
in strengthening the association. So that a lawsuit 
was immediately commenced against Count Trebasi, 
who on his side was not idle, but prepared with 
incredible industry for the assault, resolving to 
maintain with his whole power the acquisition he 
had made. 

The laws of Hungary, like those of some other 
countries I could name, afford so many subterfuges 
for the purposes of perfidy and fraud, that it is no 
wonder our youth b^^ to complain of the slow 
progress of his affair; especially as he glowed with the 
most eager desire of redressing the grievances of his 
parent and sister, whose sufferings he did not doubt 
were doubled since the institution of his process 
against their tormentor. He imparted his senti- 
ments on this head to his friend ; and, as his appre- 
hensions every moment increased, plainly told him 
he could no longer live without making some effort 
to see those with whom he was so nearly connected 
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in point of blood and affection. He therefore le- 
mAred to repair immediately to PreBbiug ; and, ac- 
cording to the intdligenoe he should procore^ enaj 
to Bee and oonTefse with his mother, though at 
the haiaid of his life. 
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CHAPTER FIFTY-EIGHT 

ISNALDO ABIUD6E8 THB FBOCEEDmOS AT LAW, AJID 
AFPmOVES HTMHICT.F THB SON OF HIS FATHXB. 

THE Major, finding him determined, in- 
sisted upon attending him in this ei^>edi- 
tion, and they set out together for 
Presboig, where they privately arrived in 
the dark, resolving to keep thraiselves concealed at 
tiie house d a firiend, until they should have formed 
some plan fbr their fbture operations. Here they 
were informed that Count Trebasi^s castle was alto- 
gether inaceessihle; that all the servants who were 
supposed to have the least veneration or compassion 
fixr the Countess were dismissed; and that, since 
Benaldo was known to be in Germany, the vigilance 
and caution of that cruel husband was redoubled to 
sudi a degree, that nobody knew whether his unfcw- 
tunate lady was actually slive or dead. 

Farrel perceiving Mdvil exceedingly affected with 
this intimation, and hearing him declare that he 
would never quit Presbuig until he should have 
entered the house, and removed his doubts on that 
interesting subject, not only argued with great 
vehemence against such an attempt, as equally danger- 
ous and indiscreet, but solemnly swore he would pre- 
vent his purpose, by discovering his design to the 
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fiimil J, unless he would promise to listen to a more 
moderate and feasible expedient. He then proposed 
that he himself should appear in the equipage of one 
of the travelling Savoyards who stroll about Europe, 
amusing ignorant people with the eflPects of a magic 
lanthom, and in that disguise endeavour to obtain 
admittance from the servants of Trebasi, among 
whom he might make sudi inquiries as would deliver 
Melvil from his present uneasy suspense. 

This proposal was embraced, though reluctantly, 
by Renaldo, who was unwilling to expose his friend 
to the least danger or disgrace ; and the Major being 
next day provided with the habit and implements of 
his new profession, together with a ragged attendant 
who preceded him, extorting music from a paltry 
viol, approached the castle gate, and proclaimed his 
show so naturally in a yell, partaking of the scream 
of Savoy and the howl of Ireland, that one would 
have imagined he had been conductor to Madam 
Catherina from his cradle. So fiur his stratagem 
succeeded ; he had not long stood in waiting before 
he was invited into the court-yard, where the ser- 
vants formed a ring, and danced to the efforts of his 
companion's skill; then he was conducted into the 
buttery, where he exhibited his figures on the wall, 
and his princess on the floor ; and while they r^aled 
him in this manner with scraps and sour wine, he 
took occasion to inquire about the old lady and her 
daughter, before whom he said he had performed in 
his last peregrination. Though this question was 
asked with all that air of simplicity which is peculiar 
to these people, one of the domestics took the alarm, 
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being infected with the suspicions of his master, and 
plainly taxed the Major with being a spy, threaten- 
ing at the same time that he should be stripped and 
searched. 

This woidd have been a very dangerous experiment 
for the Hibernian, who had actually in his pocket a 
letter to the Countess from her son, which he hoped 
fortune might have furnished him with an opportimity 
to deliver. When he therefore found himself in this 
dilemma, he was not at all ea^ in his own mind. 
However, instead of protesting his innocence in an 
humble and beseeching strain, in order to acquit 
himself of the chaige, he resolved to elude the 
suspicion by provoking the wrath of his accuser, and, 
putting on the air of vulgar integrity af&onted, 
began to reproach the servant in very insolent terms 
for his un£ur supposition, and undressed himself in 
a moment to the skin, threw his tattered garments 
in the face of his adversary, telling him he would 
find nothing there which he would not be very glad to 
part with ; at the same time raising his voice, he, in 
the gibberish of the clan he represented, scolded and 
cursed with great fiuency, so that the whole house re* 
sounded with the noise. The valet's jealousy, like a 
smaller fire, was in a trice swallowed up in the greater 
flame of his rage enkindled by this abrupt address. 
In consequence of which, Farrel was kicked out at the 
gate, naked as he was to the waist, after his lanthom 
had been broke to pieces on his head ; and there he 
was joined by his domestic, who had not been able to 
recover his apparel and effect a retreat, without in- 
curring marks of the same sort of distinction. 
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The Major, considering tiie risk he must have nm 
fai being detected, thou^t himself dieaply quit for 
this moderate discipline, thou^ he was really con- 
cerned for his fijend Benaldo, who, understanding 
the particulars of the adventure, determined, as the 
last effort, to ride round the castle in the open day, 
on pretence of taking the air, when, peradventu^, 
the Countess would see him from the place of hsr 
oonfinemoit, and &vour him with some mark or 
token of her bding alive. 

Though his oxnpanion did not mudi relish this 
plan, which he foresaw would expose him to the 
insults of Trebasi, yet, as he could not contrive a 
better, he acquiesced in Renaldo^s invention, with 
the proviso that he would defer the execution of it 
until his &ther-in-law should be absrat in the diase^ 
whidi was a diversion he every day enjoyed. 

Aoccnrdingly they set a proper watdi, and lay con- 
cealed until they were infcnmed of Trebasi^s having 
gone forth; when they mounted their horses, and 
rode into the nei^bouriiood of the castle. Having 
made a small excursion in the adjoining fidds, they 
drew nearer the walls, and at an easy pace bad twice 
circled them, when Farrel descried, at the top of a 
tower, a white handkerchief waved by a womaa^s 
hand throu^ the iron bars that secured thewindow. 
TUs signal being pointed out to Benaldo^ his beart 
began to throb with great violence; he made a 
respectful obeisance towards the part in which it 
appeared, and perceiving the hand beckoning him 
to aj^nroach, advanced to the very buttress of the 
turret; upon which, seeing something drop^ he 
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alighted with great expediticm, and took up a 
picture of his fitther in mtmature, the features of 
whidi he no sooner distinguished, than the tears 
ran down his cheeks ; he pressed the little image to 
his lips with ihe most filial ferrour ; then conyeying 
it to his bosom, looked up to the hand, which waved 
in sodi a manner as gave him to understand it was 
high tmie to retire, fiein^ bj this time hi^y 
persuaded Ihat his kind monitor was no other than 
the Countess herself he pointed to his heart, in 
token of his filial afifecticm, and laying his hand cm 
his sword, to denote his resolution of doing her 
justice, he took his leave with another profound 
bow, and suffered himself to be reconducted to his 
lodging. 

Eveiy circumstance of this transaction was observed 
by the servants of Count Trebasi, who immediately 
despatched amessenger to their lord, with an account 
of what had happened. Alarmed at this information, 
firom which he immediately concluded that the 
stranger was young Melvil, he forthwith quitted the 
chase, and returning to the castle by a private pos- 
tern, ordered his horse to be kept ready saddled, in 
hope that his son-in-law would repeat the visit to his 
mother. This precaution would have been to no 
purpose, had Renaldo followed the advice of Farrd, 
who represented the danger of returning to a place 
where the alarm was undoubtedly given by his first 
appearance ; and exhorted him to return to Vienna 
for the prosecution of his suit, now that he was satis- 
fied of his mother^s being alive. In order to 
strengthen this admonition, he bade him recollect 
[189] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

ihe signal for withdrawing, which was doubtless the 
eflect of maternal concern, inspired by the knowl- 
edge of the Count^s vigilance and vindictive 
disposition. 

Notwithstanding these suggestions, Melvil per- 
sisted in his resolution of appearing once more below 
the tower, on the supposition that his mother, in 
expectation of his return, had prepared a billet fer 
his acceptance, from which he mi^t obtain impor- 
tant intelligence. Tlie Major, seeing him lend a deaf 
ear to his remonstrances,.was contented to attend him 
in his second expedition, which he pressed him to 
undertake that same afternoon, as Trebasi had taken 
care to circulate a report of his having gone to dine 
at the seat of a nobleman in the neighbourhood. 
Our knight-errant and his squire, deceived by this 
finesse, presented themselves again under the prison 
of the Countess, who no sooner beheld her son return, 
than she earnestly entreated him to be gone, by the 
same sign which she had before used; and he, taking 
it for granted that she was debarred the use of pen, 
ink, and paper, and that she had n<Khing more to 
expect, consented to retire, and had already moved 
to some distance from the house, when, in crossing 
a small plantation that belonged to the castle, tiiey 
were met by Count Trebasi and another person on 
horseback. 

At sight of this apparition, the blood mounted 
into Renaldo^s cheeks, and his eyes began to lightai 
with eagerness and indignation; which was not at 
all diminished by the ferocious address of the Count, 
who advancing to Melvil, with a menacing air, 
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^ Before you proceed,^ said he« ^ I must know with 
what view you have been twice to-day patroling round 
my enclosures, and reconnoitring the different avenues 
of my house. You likewise carry on a clandestine 
correspondence with some person in the family, 
of which my honour obliges me to demand an 
explanation.^ 

^ Had your actions been always r^ulated by the 
dictates of honour,^ replied Renaldo, ^ I should never 
have been questioned for riding round that castle, 
which you know is my rightful inheritance ; or ex- 
cluded fix>m the sight of a parent who suffers under 
your tyranny and oppression. It is my part, therefore, 
to expostulate ; and, since fortune hath favoured me 
with an opportunity of revenging our wrongs in per- 
son, we shall not part until you have learned that 
the fiunily of the Count de Mdvil is not to be injured 
with impunity. Here is no advantage on either side, 
in point of arms or number ; you are better mounted 
thim I am, and shall have the choice of the ground 
on which our difference ought to be brought to a 
speedy determination.^ 

Trebasi, whose courage was not of the sentimental 
kind, but purely owing to his natural insensibility of 
danger, instead of concerting measures coolly for the 
engagement, or making any verbal reply to this defi- 
ance, drew a pistol, without the least hesitation, and 
fired it at the face of Renaldo, part of whose left eye- 
brow was carried off by the balL Melvil was not 
slow in returning the compliment, which, as it was 
deliberate, proved tiie more decisive. For the shot 
entering the Count^s right breast, made its way to the 
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badcbone with such a ahodL, as rtnidk him to fhe 
grouixi ; upon whidi the other alig^ted^ in order to 
improve tib^ advantage he had gained. 

Daring this transaction, Fairel had well-ni^ lost 
his life by the savage behaviour of TrebasTs attend* 
ant, who had been a hussar oflker, and who, think- 
ing it was his duty to imitate tiie example of his 
patron on this occasicm, disdbaiged a pistol at the 
Major, before he had the least intimation of his de- 
sign. The Hibemian^s horse being a common hire- 
ling, and unaccustomed to stand fire, no sooner saw 
the flash of Trebasi^s pistol, than, starting aside, he 
happened to plunge into a hole^ and was overtnnied 
at the very instant when the hussar^s piece went ofi^ 
so that no damage ensued to his rider, who, pitdiing 
on his feet, flew with great nimUeness to his adver- 
sary, then, laying hold on one 1^, dismounted him 
in a twinkling, and, seizing his throat as he lay, 
would have soon de^Mttcfaed him without the use of 
firearms, had he not been prevented by his fiieod 
Renaldo, who desired him to desist, observing that 
his vengeance was already satisfied, as the Count 
seemed to be in the agonies of death. The Major 
was loth to quit his prey, as he thought his aggr e ss o r 
had acted in a treacherous manner; but recollecting 
that there was no time to lose, because, in all proba- 
bility, the firing had alarmed the castle, he took his 
leave of the vanqtushed hussar, with acoiq>le of 
hearty kicks, and, mounting his horse^ followed Mdi- 
vil to the house of a gentleman in the neighbourhood, 
who was kinsman to the Countess, and very wdl 
disposed to grant him a secure retreat, until the 
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tnmUesome consequences of this rencontre should be 
overUown. 

Trebasi, though to the young gentleman he seemed 
speechless and insensible, had neither lost the use of 
his reason nor of his tongue, but affected that extrem- 
ity, in order to avoid any further conversation with 
the victor. He was one of those people who never 
think of death until he knocks at the door, and then 
earnestly entreat him to excuse them for the present, 
and be so good as to call another time. The Count 
had so often escaped unhurt, in the course of his 
campaigns, that he looked upon himself as invulner- 
able, and set all danger at defiance. Though he had 
hitherto taken no care of the concerns of his soul, he 
had a large fundofsuperstition at bottom; and, when 
the surgeon^ who examined his wound, declared it was 
mortal,all the terrors of futurity took hold on his imag- 
ination, all the misdemeanours of his life presented 
themselves in aggravated colours to his recollection. 

He implored the spiritual assistance of a good priest 
in the neighbourhood, who, in the discharge of his 
own conscience, gave him to understand that he had 
little mercy to expect, unless he would, as much as lay 
in his power, redress the injuries he had done to his 
Mlow-creatures. As nothing lay heavier upon his 
soul than the cruelty and fraud he had practised upon 
the family of Count Melvil, he earnestly besought this 
diaritable clergyman to mediate his pardon with the 
Countess, and at the same time desired to see Benaldo 
before his death, that he might put him in possession 
of his paternal estate, and solicit his forgiveness for 
the offence he had given. 

VOL. II. -IS [198] 
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His lady, fiur from waiting for the priest^s inter- 
cession, no sooner understood the lamentable sitoai- 
tion of her husband, and found herself at liberty, 
than she hastened to his apartment, expressed the 
utmost concern for his misfortune, and tended him 
with truly conjugal tenderness and fidelity. Her 
son gladly obeyed the summons, and was received 
with great civility and satisfaction by his father-in- 
law, who, in presence of the judge and divers 
gentlemen assembled for that purpose, renounced all 
right and titie to the fortune he had so unjustly 
usurped ; disclosed the name of the convent to whidi 
Mademoiselle de Melvil had been conveyed, dis- 
missed all the agents of his iniquity, and being 
reconciled to his son-in-law, b^an to prepare him- 
self in tranquillily for his latter eaid. 

The Countess was overwhelmed with an excess of 
joy, while she embraced her long-lost son, who had 
proved himself so worthy of his fiither. Yet this 
joy was embittered, by reflecting that she was 
made a widow by the hands of that darling son. 
For, though she knew his honour demanded the 
sacrifice, she could not lay aside that regard and 
veneration which is attached to the name of husband ; 
and therefore resolved to retire into a monastery, 
where she could spend the remainder of her life in 
devotion, without being exposed to any intercourse 
which might interfere with the delicacrjr of her 
sentiments on that subject. 
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CHAPTER FIFTY-NINE 

HE 18 THE ME88ENOEE OV HAFFINE88 TO HIS 8IBTBB, WHO 
SSM0VE8 THE FILM WHICH HAD LONG OBSTRUCTED 
HIS PENETRATION, WITH REOARD TO COUNT FATHOM. 

jkS the most endearing afifection had always 
/^L subsisted between Renaldo and his sister, 

/ ^ he would not one moment deny himself 
jL JL. iiie pleasure of flying to her embrace, and 
of being the glad messenger of her deliyeFance. Soon, 
therefore, as he understood the place of her retreat, 
and had obtained a proper order to the abbess, signed 
by Count Trebasi, he set out post for Vienna, still 
accompanied by his £gdthful Hibernian, and, arriving 
at the convent, found the abbess and the whole 
house so engrossed in making preparations for the 
ceremony of giving the veil n^ day to a young 
woman who had fulfilled the term of her probation, 
that he could not possibly see his sister with that 
leisure and satisfiEiction which he had flattered him- 
sdf with enjoying at this meeting ; and therefore he 
was £un to Inidle his impatience for two days, and 
keep his cred^itials until the hurry should be over, 
that Mademoiselle might have no intimation of her 
good fortune, except from his own mouth. 

In order to fill up this tedious interval, he visited 
his fiiends at court, who were rejoiced to hear the 
[1961 
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happy issue of his excursion to Presbuig ; the prince, 
who was his particular patron, desired he would 
make himself perfectly easy with regard to the death 
of Count Trebasi, for he would take care to represent 
him in such a light to the empress-queen, as would 
screen him fix>m any danger or prosecution on that 
account. His highness, moreover, appointed the 
following day for performing the promise he had 
made of presenting him to that august princess, and 
in the meantime prepossessed her so much in his 
£Btyour, that when he approached h^ presence, and 
was announced by his noble introductor, she eyed 
him with a look of peculiar complaoenqr, saying, ^I 
am glad to see you returned to my dominions. 
Your fiither was a gallant officer, who served our 
house with equal courage and fideUiy; and as I 
understand you tread in his footsteps, you may 
depend upon my favour and protection.^ 

He was so much overwhelmed with this gracious 
reception, that, while he bowed in sil^ice, the drops 
of gratitude trickled fix>m his eyes ; and her imperial 
majesiy was so well pleased with this manifestaticm 
of his heart, that she immediately gave directions 
for promoting him to the command of a troop of 
horse. Thus fortune seemed willing^ and indeed 
eager to discharge the debt she owed him for the 
different calamities he had undeigone. And as he 
looked upon the generous Hebrew to be the sole 
source of his success, he did not fidl to make him 
acquainted with the happy eflfects of his recom* 
mendaticm and friendship, and to esqpress, in the 
warmest terms, the deep sense he had of his uncom- 
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mon benevolence, which, by the bye, was still greater, 
with r^aid to Renaldo, than the reader as yet 
imagines ; for he not only furnished him with money 
for his present occasions, but also gave him an 
unlimited credit on a banker in Vienna, to whom 
one of his letters was directed. 

The ceremony of the nun^s admission being now 
performed, and the convent restored to its former 
quiet, Melvil hastened thither on the wings of 
brotherly affection, and presented his letter to the 
abbess, who having perused the contents, by which 
she learned that the £unily disquiets of Count Tre- 
basi no longer subsisted, and that the bearer was the 
brother of Mademoiselle, she received him with great 
politeness, congratulated him on this happy event, 
and, begging he would excuse her staying with him 
in the parlour, on pretence of business, withdrew, 
sajring, she would immediately send in a young lady 
who would console him for her absence. In a few 
minutes he was joined by his sister, who, expecting 
nothing less than to see Renaldo, no sooner distin- 
guished his features, than she shrieked aloud with 
surprise, and would have sunk upon the floor, had 
not he supported her in his embrace. 

Such a sudden apparition of her brother at any 
time, or in any place, after their long separation, 
would have sto>ngly affected this sensible young 
lady ; but to find him so abruptly in a place where 
she thought herself buried from the knowledge of 
all her relations, occasioned such commotions in her 
spirits as had weU-nigh endangered her reason. For 
it was not till after a considerable pause, that she' 
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could talk to him with oonnezion or coherence. 
However, as those transports subsided, they entered 
into a more deliberate and agreeable conversation ; 
in the course of which, he gradually informed her of 
what had passed at the castle ; and inexpressible was 
the pleasure she felt in learning that her mother 
was released fix>m captivity, herself restored to free- 
dom, and her brother to the possession of his inheri- 
tance, by the only means to whidi she had always 
prayed tiiese blessings might be owing. 

As she had been treated with uncommon humanity 
by the abbess, she would not consent to leave the 
convent until he should be ready to set out for 
Presburg; so that they dined together with that 
good lady, and passed the afternoon in that mutual 
communication with which a brother and sister may 
be supposed to entertain themselves on such an 
occasion. She gave him a detail of the insults and 
mortifications she had suffered from the brutality of 
her fiither-in-law, and told him, that her confine- 
ment in this monastery was owing to Trebasi having 
intercepted a letter to her from Renaldo, signifying 
his intention to return to the empire, in order to 
assert his own right, and redress his grievances. 
Then turning the discourse upon the incidents of his 
peregrinations, she in a particular manner inquired 
about that exquisite beauty who had been the 
innocent source of all his distresses, and upon whose 
perfections he had often, in his letters to his sister, 
expatiated with indications of rapture and delight. 
' This inquiry in a moment blew up that scorching 
flame which had been well-nig^ stifled by other 
[198] 
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necessary avocations. His eyes gleamed, his cheeks ' 
glowed and grew pale alternately, and his whole 
frame miderwent an immediate agitation ; which 
being perceived by Mademoiselle, she concluded that 
some new calamity was annexed to the name of 
Monimia, and, dreading to rip up a woimd which 
she saw was so ineffectually closed, she for the 
present suppressed her curiosity and concern, and 
industriously endeavoured to introduce some less 
affecting subject of conversation. He saw her aim, 
approved of her discretion, and, joining her endeav- 
ours, expressed his surprise at her having omitted to 
signify the least remembrance of her old &vourite. 
Fathom, whom he had left in England. He had 
no sooner pronounced this name, than she suffered 
some confusion in her turn; from which, however, 
recollecting herself " Brother,'' said she, "you must 
endeavour to forget that wretch, who is altogether 
unworthy of retaining the smallest share of your 
regard.'" 

Astonished, and indeed angiy, at this expression, 
which he considered as the effect of malicious misrep- 
resentation, he gentiy chid her for her creduliiy in 
believing the envious aspersion of some person, who 
repined at the superior virtue of Fathom, whom he 
affirmed to be an honour to the human species. 

" Nothing is more easy,"" replied the young lady, 
"than to impose upon a person, who, being himself 
unconscious of guile, suspects no deceit. You have 
been a dupe, dear brother, not to the finesse of 
Fathom, but to the sincerity of your own heart 
For my own part, I assume no honour to my own 
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penetration in having comprehended the villany of 
that impostor, which was discovered, in more than 
one instance, by accidents I could not possibly 
foresee. 

*^ You must know, that Teresa, who attended me 
from my childhood, and in whose honesty I reposed 
such confidence, having disoUiged some of the infe- 
rior servants, was so narrowly watched m all her 
transactions, as to be at last detected in the very act 
of conveying a piece of plate, which was actually 
found concealed among her clothes. 

^ You may guess how much I was astonished when 
I understood this circumstance. Icould not trust to 
the evidence of my own senses, and should have still 
believed her innocent, in spite of ocular demonstra- 
tion, had not she, in the terrors of being tried for 
felony, promised to make a very material discoveiy 
to the Countess, provided she would take sudi 
measures as would save her life. 

^^This request being complied with, she, m my 
hearing, opened up such an amazing scene of iniquity, 
baseness, and ingratitude, which had been acted by 
h^ and Fathom, in order to defraud the family to 
which they were so much indebted, that I could not 
have believed the human mind capaUe of sudi 
degeneracy, or that traitor endowed with such per- 
nicious cunning and dissimulation, had not her tale 
been congruous, consistent, and distinct, and fraught 
with circumstances that left no room to doubt the 
least article of her confession; on consideration of 
which she was permitted to go into voluntary exile.^ 

She then explained their combination in all the 
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particulars, as we have already recounted them in 
their proper place, and finally observed, that the 
opinion she had hence conceived of Fathom's charac- 
ter, was confirmed by what she had since learned of 
his perfidious conduct towards that very nun who had 
latdy taken the veil. 

Perceiving her brother struck dumb with astonish- 
ment, and gaping with the most eager attention, she 
proceeded to relate the incidents of his double 
intrigue with the jeweller's wife and daughter, as they 
were communicated to her by the nim, who was no 
other than the individual Wilhelmina. After those 
rivals had been forsaken by their gallant, their 
mutual animosities and chagrin served to whet the 
attention and invention of each ; so that in a 
little time the whole mystery stood disclosed to 
both. The mother had discovered the daughter's 
correspondence with Fathom, as we have formerly 
observed, by means of that unfortunate letter whi<^ 
he unwittingly committed to the charge of the old 
beldame; and, as soon as she understood he was 
without the reach of all solicitation or prosecution, 
impcuted this billet to her husband, whose fury was 
so ungovernable, that he had almost sacrificed Wilhel- 
mina with his own hands, especially when, terrified 
by his threats and imprecations, she owned that she 
had bestowed the chain on this perfidious lover. 
However, this dreadful purpose was prevented, partly 
by the interposition of his wife, whose aim was not 
the death but immurement of his daughter, and 
partly by the tears and supplication of the young 
gentlewoman herself who protested, that, although 
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the ceremony of the churdi had not been performed, 
she was contracted to Fathom by the most solemn 
▼ows, to witness which he invoked all the saints in 
heav^i* 

The jeweller, upon cooler consideration, was un- 
willing to lose the last spark of hope that glittered 
among the ruins of his despair, and resisted all the 
importunities of his wife, who pressed him to con- 
sult the wel£Etfe of his daughter's soul, in the fond 
expectation of finding some expedient to lure back 
the chain and its possessor. In the meantime Wil- 
helmina was daily and hourly exposed to the mortify- 
ing animadversions of her mamma, who, with all the 
insolence of virtue, incessantly upbraided her with 
the backslidings of her vicious life, and exhorted 
her to reformation and repentance. This continual 
triumph lasted for many months, till at length, a 
quarrel happening between the mother and the 
gossip at whose house she used to give the rendez- 
vous to her admirers, that incensed confidante, in the 
precipitation of her anger, promulgated the history of 
those secret meetings ; and, among the rest, her inter- 
views with Fathom weace brought to light. 

The first people who hear news of this sort are 
generally those to whom they are most unwelcome. 
The Grerman was soon apprised of his wife's frailly, 
and considered the two females of his house as a 
couple of devils incarnate, sent from hell to exerdse 
his patience. Yet, in the midst of his displeasure, he 
found matter of consolation, in being furnished with 
a sufficient reason for parting with his helpmate, who 
had for many years kept his &mily in disquiet. He 
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therefore^ without hazarding a personal conference, 
sent proposals to her by a friend, which she did not 
think proper to reject ; and seeing himself restored 
to the dominion of his own house, exerted his sway 
so tyrannically, that Wilhelmina became weary of 
her life, and had recourse to the comforts of religion, 
of which she soon became enamoured, and begged 
her fiither'^s permission to dedicate the rest of her 
life to the duties of devotion. She was accordingly 
reodved in this convent, the rqrulations of whidi 
were so much to her liking, that she performed the 
task of probation with pleasure, and voluntarily 
excluded herself from the vanities of this life. It 
was here she had contracted an acquaintance with 
Mademoiselle de Mdvil, to whom she communicated 
her complaintsr of Fathom, on the supposition that 
he was idated to the Count, as he himself had often 
declared. 

While the young lady rehearsed the particulars of 
this detail, Renaldo sustained a strange vicissitude 
of different passions. Surprise, sorrow, fear, hope, 
and indignation raised a most tumultuous conflict in 
his bosom. Monimia rushed upon his imagination 
in the character of innocence betrayed by the insinu- 
ations of treachery. He with horror viewed her at 
the mercy of a villain, who had broken all the ties 
of gratitude and honour. 

Aflrighted at the prospect, he started from his 
seat, exclaiming, in the most unconnected strain of 
distraction and despair, ^Have I then nourished a 
serpent in my bosom ! Have I listened to the voice 
of a traitor, who hath murdered my peace ! who 
[808] ' 
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hath torn my hearb-strings asunder, and perhaps 
rained the pattern of all earthly perfection. It can- 
not be. Heaven would not suffer such infernal arti- 
fice to take effect. The thunder would be levelled 
against the head of the accursed projector.^ 

From this transport, compared with his agitation 
when he mentioned Monimia, his sister judged that 
Fathom had been the occasion of a breach between 
the two lovers ; and this conjecture being confirmed 
by the disjointed answers he made to her interroga- 
tions upon the afiair, she endeavoured to calm his 
apprehensions, by representing that he would 8o<m 
have an opportunity of returning to England, where 
the misunderstanding might be easily cleared up; 
and that, in the meantime, he had nothing to £tai 
on account of the person of his mistress, in a country 
where individuals were so well protected by the 
laws and constitution of the realm. At length he 
suffered himself to be flattered with the fond hope 
of seeing Monimia^s character triumph in the inquiry, 
of retrieving that lost jewel, and of renewing that 
ravishing intercourse and exalted expectation whidi 
had been so cruelly cut off. He now wished to find 
Fathom as black as he had been exhibited, that 
Monimia^s apostasy might be numbered among the 
misrepresentations of his treadiery and finud. 

His love, which was alike generous and ardent, 
espoused the cause, and he no longer doubted her 
constancy and virtue. But when he reflected how 
her tender heart must have been wrung with anguish 
at his imUndness and craelty, in leaving her desti- 
tute in a foreign land; how her sensibilily must have 
[204] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HORROR AND DISMAY 

been tortured in finding herself altogether dependent 
upon a ruffian, who certainly harboured the most 
baleful designs upon her honour; how her life^must 
be endangered both by his barbarity and her own 
despair — 1 say, when he reflected on these circum- 
stances, he shuddered with horror and dismay ; and 
that very night despatched a letter to his friend the 
Jew, entreating him, in the most pressing manner, 
to employ all his intelligence in learning the situa- 
tion of the fistir orphan, that she might be protected 
from the villany of Fathom, until his return to 
England. 
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CHAPTER SIXTY 

HB BXC0MFENSE8 THB ATTACUilKMT OF HIB FBIEND; 
AKD RECEIVES A LETTER THAT REDUCES HIM TO 
THE VERGE OF DEATH AND DISTRACTION. 

THIS step being taken, his mind in some 
measure retrieved its former tranquillity. 
He soothed himself with the proqpect of 
a happy reconciliation with the divine 
Monimia, and his fancy was decoyed from every 
disagreeable presage by the entertaining oonversaticm 
of his sister, with whom in two days he set out for 
Fresbuig, attended by his friend the Major, who 
had never quitted him since their meeting at Brus- 
sels. Here they found Count Trebasi entirely rid of 
the fever which had been occasioned by his wound, 
and in a fair way of doing well ; a circumstance that 
afforded unspeakable pleasure to Melvil, whose man* 
ner of thinking was such, as would have made him 
unhappy, could he have charged himself with the 
death of his mother'^s husband, howsoever criminal 
he might have been. 

The Count^s ferocity did not return with his 
health. His eyes were opened by the danger he had 
incurred, and his sentiments tumed in a new chan- 
nel He heartily asked pardon of Bfademoiselle for 
the rigorous usage she had suflfered from the violence 
[906] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FARREL GAINS A WIFE 

of his temper; thanked Renaldo for the seasonable 
lesson he had administered to him; and not only 
insisted upon being removed from the castle to a 
house of his own in Presburg, but proffered to make 
immediate restitution of all the rents which he had 
unjustly converted to his own use. 

These things being settled in the most amicaUe 
manner, to the entire satisfaction of the parties con- 
cerned, as well as of the neighbouring noblesse, 
among whom the house of Mdvil was in universal 
esteem, Renaldo resolved to solicit leave at the 
Imperial court to return to England, in order to 
investigate that affair of Monimia, which was more 
interesting than all the points he had hitherto ad- 
justed. But, before he quitted Presburg, his friend 
Farrel taking him aside one day, ** Count,^ said he, 
^will you give me leave to ask, if, by my zeal and 
attachment for you, I have had the good fortune to 
acquire your esteem?^ "To doubt that esteem,^ 
replied Renaldo, " were to suspect my gratitude and 
honour, of which I must be utterly destitute before 
I lose the sense of those obligations I owe to your 
gallantly and friendship — obligations which I long 
for a proper occasion to repay.^ 

<^Well then,'* resumed the Major, **I will deal 
with you like a downright Swiss, and point out a 
method by which you may shift the load of obliga- 
tion from your own shoulders to mine. You know 
my birth, rank, and expectations in the service; but 
perhaps you do not know, that, as my expense has 
always unavoidably exceeded my income, I find my- 
self a little out at elbows in my drcumstances, and 
[JBOT] 
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want to piece them up by matrimony. Of those 
ladies with whom I think I have any dbance of suc- 
ceeding, Mademoiselle de Melvil seems the best 
qualified to render my situation happy in all respects. 
Her fortune is more than sufficient to disembarrass 
my affisdrs ; her good sense will be a seasonable ched^ 
upon my viyacity; her agreeable accomplishments 
will engage a continuation of affection and regard. 
I know my own disposition well enough to think I 
shall become a most dutiful and tractaUe husband ; 
and shall deem myself highly honoured in being 
more closely united to my dear Count de Melvil, the 
son and representative of that worthy officer under 
whom my youth was formed. If you will therefore 
sanction my daim, I will forthwith begin my ap- 
proaches, and doubt not, under your auspices, to 
bring the place to a capitulation.^ 

Renaldo was pleased with the frankness of this 
declaration, approved of his demand, and desired 
him to depend upon his good offices with his sister, 
whom he sounded that same evening upon the subject, 
recommending the Major to her fetvour, as a gentle- 
man well worthy of her choice. Mademoiselle, who 
had never been exercised in the coquetries of her 
sex, and was now arrived at those years when the 
vanily of youth ought to yield to discreti<m, con- 
sidered the proposal as a pMlosopher, and after due 
deliberation candidly owned she had no objection to 
the match. Fanel was accordingly introduced in 
the diaracter of a lover, after the permission of the 
Countess had heesa obtained ; and he carried on his 
addresses in the usual form, so mudi to the satis- 
[1808] 
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&ction of all ocHioerned in the event, that a day was 
appointed for the celebration of his nuptials, when 
he entered into peaceable possession of his prize. 

A few days after this joyful occasion, while Renaldo 
was at Vienna, where he had been indulged with 
leave of absence for six months, and employed in 
making preparations for his journey to Britain, he 
was one evening presented by his servant with a 
package fix>m London, which he no sooner opened, 
than he found ^idosed a letter directed to him, 
in the handwriting of Monimia. He was so much 
affected at sight of those well-known characters, 
that he stood motionless as a statue^ eager to know 
the contents, yet afraid to peruse the billet While 
he hesitated in this suspense, he chanced to cast his 
eye on the inside of ilie cover, and perceived the 
name of his Jewish friend at the bottom of a few 
lines, importing, that the ^idosed was delivered to 
him by a phjrsidan of his acquaintance, who had 
recommended it in a particular manner to his care. 
This intimation served only to increase the mystery, 
and whet his impatience ; and as he had the explan- 
ation in his hand, he summoned all his resolution 
to his aid, and, breaking the seal, b^an to read 
these words : ^^ Renaldo will not suppose that this 
address proceeds from interested motives, when he 
learns, tiiat, before it can be presented to his view, 
the unfortunate Monimia will be no more.^ 

Here the light forsook Renaldo^s eyes, his knees 

knocked together, and he fell at full lei^gth insensible 

on the floor. His valet, hearing the noise, ran into 

the ap^urtment, lifted him upon a couch, and de- 
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spatched a messenger for proper asaktanoe, whfle he 
himself endeavoured to recall his spirits by sudi 
applications as chance aflTorded. But before the 
Count exhibited any signs of life, his brother-in-law 
entered his chamber by accident, and as soon as he 
recollected himself fix>m the extreme confiisicxi and 
concern produced by this melandboly spectacle, he 
perceived the &tal epistle, which Melvil, thou^ 
insensible, still kept within his grasp ; justly suspect- 
ing this to be the cause of that severe paroi^m, he 
drew near the couch, and with difficully read what is 
above rehearsed, and the sequel, to this e£fect : -^ 

** Yes, I have taken such measures as will pr e vent 
it fixMn fsJling into your hands, until after I diall 
have been released from a being embittered with 
inexpressible misery and anguish. It is not my 
intention, once loved, and ah! still too fondly 
remembered youth, to upbraid you as the source at 
that unceasing woe which hath been so long the 
sole inhabitant of my lonely bosom. I will not eall 
you inconstant or unkind. I dare not think you 
base or dishonourable; yet I was abruptly sacrificed 
to a triumphant rival, before I had learned to bear 
such mortification ; before I had overcome the preju- 
dices which I had imbibed in my &ther^s house. I 
was all at once abandoned to despair, to indigence, and 
distress, to the vile practices of a villain, who, I fear, 
hath betrayed us both. What have not I sufiiered 
from the insults and vicious designs of that wretch, 
whom you cherished in your bosom ! Yet to these 
I owe this near approach to that goal of peace, where 
the canker-worm of sorrow will expire. Beware of 
[«10] 
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that artful traitor ; and^ oh ! endeavour to oyercome 
that levity of disposition, which, if indulged, wiU not 
only stain your reputation, but also debauch the 
good qualities of your heart I release you, in the 
sight of Heaven, fix>m all obligations. If I have 
been injured, let not my wrongs be nsited on the 
head of Renaldo, for whom shall be offered up the 
last fervent prayers of the hapless Monimia.^ 

This letter was a clue to the labyrinth of MelviTs 
distress. Though the Major had never heard him 
moition the name of this beauty, he had received 
sudi hints from his own wife, as enabled him to com- 
prehend the whole of the Count's disaster. By the 
administration of stimulating medicines, Renaldo 
recovered his perception ; but this was a cruel alter- 
native, amsidering the situation of his thoughts. 
The first word he pronounced was Monimia, with 
all the emphasis of the most violent despair. He 
perused the letter, and poured forth iiicoherent 
execrations against Fathom and himsell He ex- 
daimed, in a frantic tone, '* She is lost for ever ! 
murdered by my unkindness ! We are both imdone 
by the infernal arts of Fathom ! execrable monster ! 
Restore her to my arms. K thou art not a fiend in 
reality, I will tear out thy fiedse heart^ 

So sajdng, he sprung upon his valet, who would 
have fisdlen a sacrifice to his undistinguishing fuiy, 
had not he been saved by the interposition of Fanel 
and the femily, who disengaged him from his 
master'^s gripe by dint of force ; yet, notwithstanding 
their joint end^vours, he broke from this restraint, 
kipped upon the floor, and seizing his sword, attempted 
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to plunge it in his own breast. When he was once 
more overcome by numbers, he cursed himself, and 
all those who withheld him; swore he would not 
survive the fisdr victim who had perished by his 
credulity and indiscretion ; and the agitation of his 
spirits increased to such a degree, that he was seized 
with strong convulsions, which nature was scarce able 
to sustain. Every medical expedient was used to 
quiet his perturbation, which at length yielded so 
&r as to subside into a continual fever and confirmed 
delirium, during which he ceased not to pour forth 
the most pathetic complaints, touching his ruined 
love, and to rave about the ill-starred Monimia. 
The Major, half distracted by the calamity of his 
friend, would have concealed it from the knowledge 
of his family, had not the phjrsidan, by despairing 
of his life, laid him under the necessily of making 
them acquainted with his condition. 

The Countess and Mrs. Farrel were no sooner in- 
formed of his case than they hastened to the melan- 
choly scene, where they foimd Renaldo deprived of 
his senses, panting imder the rage of an exasperated 
disease. They saw his face distorted, and his eyes 
glaring with frenzy ; they heard him invoke the name 
of Monimia with a tenderness of accent which ev&i 
the impulse of madness could not destroy. Then, 
with a sudden transition of tone and gesture, he 
denoimced vengeance against her betrayer, and 
called upon the north wind to cool the fervour of his 
brain. His hair hung in dishevelled parcels, his 
cheeks were wan, his looks ghastly, his vigour was 
fled, and all the glory of his youth &ded; the 
[212] 
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physidan hung his head in silenoe, the attaidants 
wnmg their hands in despair, and the countenance 
ci his friend was bathed in tears. 

Such a picture would have moved the most obdurate 
heart ; what impression then must it have made upon 
a parent and sister, melting with all the enthusiasm 
of alfection! The mother was struck dumb, and 
stupefied with grief; the sister threw herself on the 
bed in a transport of sorrow, caught her loved Ren- 
aldo in her arms, and was, with great difficulty, torn 
from his embrace. Such was the dismal reverse that 
overtook the late so happy fisunily of Melvil; such 
was the extremity to whidi the treachery of Fathom 
had reduced his best benefrtctor ! 

Three days did nature struggle with surprising 
eflTorts, and then the constitution seemed to sink under 
the victorious fever ; yet, as his strength diminished, 
his delirium abated, and on the fifth morning he 
looked round, and recognised his weeping friends. 
Thou^ now ^chausted to the lowest ebb of life, he 
retained the perfect use of speech, and his reason 
being quite unclouded, spoke to each with equal 
kindness and composure; he congratulated himself 
upon the sight of shore after the horrors of such a 
tempest ; called upon the Countess and his sister, who 
were not permitted to see him at sucha conjimcture ; 
and being apprised by the Major of his reason for 
excluding thcon from his presence, he applauded his 
concern, bequeathed them to his future care, and took 
leave of that gentleman with a cordial embrace. 
Then he desired to be left in private with a certain 
clergyman, who rq^ted the concerns of his soul, 
[«181 
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and he being dismissed, tunied his fiM» fix>m the light, 
in expectation of his final discharge. In a few min- 
utes all was stiU and dreary, he was no longer heard 
to breathe, no more the stream of life was peroeiyed 
to circulate, he was supposed to be absolved from all 
his cares, and an uniyeraal groan from the bystanders 
announced the decease of the gallant, generous, and 
tender-hearted Renalda 

^Come hither, je whom the pride of youth and 
health, of birth and affluence influnes, who tread the 
flowery maze of pleasure, trusting to the fruition of 
ever-circling jop ; ye who j^ory in your accomplish- 
ments, who indulge the views of ambition, and lay 
schemes for future happiness and grandeur, contem- 
plate here the vanity of life ! behold how low this 
excellent young man is laid ! mowed down even in 
the blossom of his youth, when fortune seemed to 
open all her treasures to his worth !^ 

Such were the reflections of the generous Farrel, 
wiio, while he performed the last office of frienddiip, 
in closing the eyes of the much-lamented Melvfl, 
perceived a warmth on the skin, which the hand oi 
death seldom leaves imextinguished. This unocnn- 
mon sensation he reported to the physician, wfao^ 
though he could feel no pulsation of the heart or 
arteries, conjectured that life still lingered in some 
of its interior haunts, and immediately ordered sudi 
applications to the extremities and surfeoe of the 
body, as might help to concentrate and reinforce the 
natural heat. 

By these prescriptions, whidi for some time pro- 
duced no sensible efiect, the embers were^ in all 
[214] 
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jNTobability, kept glowing, and the vital power revived, 
for, after a considerable pause, respiration was gradu- 
ally renewed at long intervals, a languid motion was 
perceived at the heart, a few feeble and irregular 
pulsations were felt at the wrist, the day-coloured 
livery of death began to vanish from his face, the 
circulation acquired new force, and he opened his 
eyes with a sigh, which proclaimed his return from 
the shades of death. 

When he recovered the fitculty of swallowing^ a 
cordial was administered, and whether the fever 
abated, in consequence of the blood'^s being cooled 
and condensed during the recess of action in the 
aolids, or nature, in that agony, had prepared a 
proper channel for the emulsion of the dis^sise, certain 
it is, he was from this moment rid of all bodily pain ; 
he retrieved the animal frmctions, and nothing re- 
mained of his malady but an extreme weakness and 
languor, the effect of nature^s being fatigued in the 
battle she had won. 

Unutterable was the joy that took possession of 
his mother and sister when Farrel flew into her apart- 
ment to intimate this happy turn. Scarce could 
they be restrained from pouring forth their trans- 
ports in the presence of Renaldo, who was still too 
fteble to endure sudi communication ; indeed, he was 
extremely mortified and dejected at this event, which 
had diffiised such pleasure and satis£surtion among 
his friends, for though his distemper was mastered, 
the frital cause of it still rankled at his heart, and he 
omsidered this respite from death as a protraction of 
hismiseiy. 

[816] 
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Whea he was congratulated by the Major on the 
triumph of his constitution, he relied, with a groan, 
**I would to heaven it had been otherwise, for 1 am 
reserved for all the horrors of the most poignant sor- 
row and remorse. O Monimia ! Monimia ! I hoped 
by this time to have convinced thy gentle shade, 
that I was, at least intentionally, innocent of that 
ruthless barbarity which hath brought thee to an 
untimely grave. Heaven and earth ! do I still sur- 
vive the consciousness of that dire catastrophe ! and 
lives the atrocious villain who hath blasted all oar 
hopes!" 

With these last words the fire darted from hia 
eyes, and his brother, snatdbing this occasional handle 
for reconciling him to life, joined in his exclamations 
against the treadierous Fathom, and observed, tibat 
he should not, in point of honour, wish to die, until 
he should have sacrificed that traitor to the manes of 
the beauteous Monimia. This incitement acted as a 
spur upon exhausted nature, causing the blood to cir- 
culate with fresh vigour, and encouraging him to take 
such sustenance as would recruit Ids strength, and 
repair the damage which his health had sustained. 

His sister assiduously attended him in his recovery, 
flattering his appetite, and amusing his sorrow at 
the same time ; the clergyman assailed his despond- 
ence with religious weapons, as well as with argu- 
ments drawn from philosophy ; and the fury of his 
passions being already expended, he became so tract- 
able as to listen to his remonstrances. But notwitii- 
standing the joint endeavours of all his friends, a deep 
fixed mekndioly remained after every consequence <^ 
[«16] 
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his disease had vanished. In vain they essayed to 
elude his grief by gaiety and diversions, in vain they 
tried to decoy his heart into some new engagement. 

Tliese kind attempts served only to feed and 
nourish that melancholy which pined within his 
bosom. Monimia still haunted him in the midst of 
these amusements, while his reflection whispered to 
him, ^Pleasures like these I might have relished 
with her participation.^ That darling idea mingled 
in all the female assemblies at which he was present, 
eclipsing their attractions, and enhancing the bitter- 
ness of his loss ; for absence, enthusiasm, and even 
his despair had heightened the charms of the feir 
orphan into something supernatural and divine. 

Time, that commonly weakens the traces of remem- 
brance, seemed to deepen its impressions in his breast ; 
nightly, in his dreams, did he converse with his dear 
Monimia, sometimes on the verdant bank of a de- 
lightful stream, where he breathed, in soft mminurs, 
the dictates of his love and admiration ; sometimes 
reclined within the tufted grove, his arm encircled 
and sustained her snowy neck, whilst she, with looks 
of love inefiable, gazed on his feoe, invoking Heaven 
to bless her husband and her lord. Yet, even in 
these illusions was his fancy oft alarmed for the ill- 
feted fair. Sometimes he viewed her tottering on 
the brink of a steep precipice, far distant fix>m his 
helping hand ; at other times she seemed to sail along 
the boisterous tide, imploring his assistance, then 
would he start with horror from his sleep, and feel 
his sorrows more than realised ; he deserted his couch, 
he avoided the society of mankind, he courted 
[«17] 
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sequestered shades where he could indulge his md- 
ancholy ; there his mind brooded over his calamity 
until his imagination became familiar with all the 
ravages of death ; it contemplated the gmdual decline 
of Monimia^s health, her tearsy her distress, her de- 
spair at his imagined crueliy ; he saw, through that 
perspective, every blossom of her beauty wither, 
every sparkle vanish fix>m her eyes ; he beheld her 
fiul^ lips, her pale cheek, and her inanimated fea- 
tures, the symmetry of which not death itself was 
able to destroy. Hia fSmcy conveyed her breathless 
corse to the cold grave, o^er which, perhaps, no tear 
humane was shed, where her delicate limbs were 
consigned to dust, where she was dished out a 
delicious banquet to the unsparing worm. 

Over these pictures he dwelt with a sort of pleasing 
anguish, until he became so enamoured of her tomb^ 
that he could no longer resist the desire that com- 
pelled him to make a pilgrimage to the dear hal- 
lowed spot, where all his once gay hopes lay buried ; 
that he might nightly visit the silent habitation of 
his ruined love, embrace the sacred earth with which 
she was now compounded, moisten it with his tears, 
and bid the turf lie easy on her breast. Besides the 
prospect of this gloomy enjoyment, he was urged to 
return to England, by an eager desire of taking 
vengeance on the perfidious Fathom, as weU as of 
acquitting himself of the obligations he owed in that 
kingdom, to those who had assisted him in his distress. 
He therefore communicated his intention to Farrel, 
who would have insisted upon attending him in the 
journey, had not he been conjured to stay and 
[8181 
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RETURNS TO ENGLAND 

manage Renaldo^s affairs in his absence. Every 
previous step being taken, he took leave of the Coun- 
tess and his sister, who had, with all their interest 
and elocution, opposed his design, the execution of 
whidi, they justly feared, would, instead of dissipa- 
ting^ augment his chagrin; and now, seeing him 
determined, they shed a flood of tears at his de- 
parture, and he set out from Vieima in a post- 
chaise, accompanied by a trusty valet-de-chambre on 
horseback. 
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CHAPTER SIXTY-ONE 

BEKALDO HEETB WITH A LIVING MONUMENT OF JUSTICE, 
AND ENCOUNTERS A FEB80NA6E OF SOME NOTE IN 
THESE MEMOIRS. 

jLS this domestic was very well qualified foft 
/^L making all the proper dispositions, and 
/ ^ ^ adjusting every necessary article on the 
^ jL. road, Renaldo totally abstracted himsdf 
from earthly considerations, and mused without 
ceasing on that theme which was the constant sub- 
ject of his contemplation. He was blind to the 
objects that surrounded him ; he scarce ever felt the 
importunities of nature; and had not they been 
reinforced by the pressing entreaties of his attendant, 
he would have proceeded without refreshment or 
repose. In this absence of mind did he traverse a 
great part of Grermany, in his way to the Austrian 
Netherlands, and arrived at the fortress of Luxem- 
buig, where he was obliged to tarry a whole day on 
account of an accident which had happened to his 
chaise. Here he went to view the fortifications ; and 
as he walked along the ramparts, his ears were 
saluted with these words : ^ Heaven bless the noble 
Count de Melvil ! will not he turn the eyes of com- 
passion on an old fellow-soldier reduced to misfor- 
tune and disgrace ?^ 

[«0] 
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RATCHCALI IN CHAINS 

Surprised at this address, which was attended with 
the clanking of diains, Renaldo lifted up his eyes, 
and perceived the person who spoke to be one of two 
malefactors diackled together, who had been sen- 
tenced for some crime to work as labourers on the 
fortifications. His face was so covered with hair, 
and his whole appearance so disguised by the squalid 
habit which he wore, that the Count could not 
recollect his features, until he gave him to under- 
stand that his name was Ratchcali. Melvil immedi- 
ately recognised his fellow-student at Vienna, and 
his brother-volunteer upon the Rhine, and expressed 
equal surprise and concern at seeing him in such a 
deplorable situation. 

Nothing renders the soul so callous and insensible 
as the searing brands of infamy and disgrace. With- 
out betraying the least symptoms of shame or con- 
fusion, *^ Count,^ says he, ^^ tibis is the fate of war, at 
least of the war in which I have been engaged, ever 
since I took leave of the Imperial army, and retreated 
with your old companion Fathom. Long life to that 
original genius ! If he is not unhappily eclipsed by 
some unfortunate interposition, before his terrene 
parts are purified, I foresee that he will shine a star 
of the first magnitude in the world of adventure.^ 

At mention of this detested name, Renaldo^s heart 
b^an to throb with indignation ; yet he suppressed 
the emotion, and desired to know the meaning of 
that splendid encomium which he had bestowed 
upon his confederate. "It would be quite unneces- 
sary," replied Ratchcali, ** for a man in my present 
rituation to equivocate or disguise the truth. The 
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nature of my Jdagnce is perfectly well known* I am 
condemned to hard labour for life ; and unless some 
lucky accident, which I cannot now foresee, shall 
intervene, all I can expect is some alleviation of my 
hard lot from the generosity of such gentlemen aa 
you, who compassionate the sufferings of your fel- 
low-creatures. In order to engage your b^volence 
the more in my behalf, I shall, if you will give me 
the hearing, faithfully inform you of some partica- 
lars, which it may import you to know, concerning 
my old acquaintance Ferdinand Count Fathom, 
whose real character hath perhaps hitherto escaped 
your notice." 

Then he proceeded to give a regular detail of all 
the strokes of finesse which he, in conjuncticm with 
our adv^iturer, had practised upon Melvil and 
others, during their residence at Vienna, and the 
campaigns they had made upon the Rhine. He 
explained the nature of the robbery which was sup- 
posed to have been done by the Count^s valet, 
together with the manner of their desertion. He 
described his separation from Fathom, their meeting 
at London, the traffic they carried on in copartner- 
ship ; and the misfortune that reduced Ferdinand to 
the condition in which he was found by MelviL 

** After having gratified the honest lawyer," said 
he, ^with a share of the unfortunate Fathom^s 
spoils, and packed up all my own valuable effects, 
my new auxiliary Maurice and I posted to Harwidi, 
embarked in the packet-boat, and next day arrived 
at Helvoetsluys ; from thence we repaired to the 
Hague, in onier to mingle in the gaieties of the 
[222] 
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place^ and exercise our talents at play, which is there 
cultivated with universal eagerness. But, chancing 
to meet with an old acquaintance, whom I did not 
at all desire to see, I found it convenient to with- 
draw softly to Rotterdam ; from whence we set out 
for Antwerp ; and, having made a tour of the Austrian 
Netherlands, set up our rest at Brussels, and con- 
certed a plan for laying the Flemings under 
contribution. 

^^From our appearance we procured admission 
into the most polite assemblies, and succeeded to a 
wonder in all our operations ; until our career was 
unfortunately checked by the indiscretion of my ally, 
who, being detected in the very act of conveying a 
card, was immediately introduced to a magistrate. 
And this minister of justice was so curious, inquisi- 
tive, and dear-sighted, that Count Maurice, finding 
it impossible to elude his penetration, was fiedn to 
stipulate for his own safety, by giving up his friend 
to the cognisance of the law. I was accordingly 
apprehended, before I knew the cause of my arrest ; 
and being unhappily known by some soldiers of the 
Princess guard, my character turned out so little to 
the approbation of the inquisitors, that all my effects 
were confiscated for the benefit of the state, and I 
was by a formal sentence condemned to labour on 
the fortifications all the days of my life; while 
Maurice escaped at the expesDae of five hundred 
stripes, which he received in public from the hands 
of tiie common executioner. 

^^Thus have I, without evasion or mental reserva- 
ti(Hi, given a fiedthfiil account of the steps by which 
[228] 
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I ha^e arrived at this barrier, which is likely to be 
the ne pJui ultra of my per^rinations, unless the 
generous Count de MelinU will deign to interpose hb 
interest in behalf of an old feUow-soldier, who may 
yet live to justify his mediation.^ 

Renaldo had no reason to doubt the truth of this 
story, every drcumstanoe of which tended to cor- 
roborate the intelligence he had already received 
touching the character of Fathom, whom he now 
considered with a double portion of abhorrence, as 
the most abandoned miscreant that nature had evor 
produced. Though Ratchcali did not possess a 
much higher place in his opinion, he favoured him 
with marks of ius bounty, and exhorted him, if pos- 
sible, to reform his heart; but he would by no means 
promise to interpose his credit in favour of a wretch 
self-convicted of such enormous villany and fraud. 
He could not help moralising upon this rencontre, 
which inspired him with great contempt for human 
nature. And next day he proceeded on his journey 
with a heavy heart, ruminating on the p^dy of 
mankind, and, between whiles, transported with the 
prospect of revenging all his calamities upon the 
accursed author. 

While he was wrapped up in these reveries, his 
carriage rolled along, and had already entered a wood 
between Mons and Toumay, when Ius dream was 
suddenly interrupted by the explosion of several 
pistols that were fired among the thickets at a little 
distance from the road. Roused at this alarm, he 
snatched his sword that stood by him, and springing 
from the chaise, ran directly towards the spot^ being 
[224] 
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dose followed by his valet, who had alighted and 
armed himself with a pistol in each hand. About 
forty yards from the highway, they arrived in a little 
glade or opening, where they saw a single man stand- 
ing at bay against five banditti, after having killed 
one of their companions, and lost ius own horse, that 
lay dead upon the ground. 

Melvil seeing this odds, and immediately guessing 
their design, rushed among them without hesitation, 
and in an instant ran his sword through the heart of 
one whose hand was raised to smite the gentleman 
behind, while he was engaged with the rest in front. 
At the same time the valet disabled another by a 
shot in the shoulder ; so that the number being now 
equal on both sides, a furious combat ensued, every 
man being paired with an antagonist, and each hav- 
ing recourse to swords, as all their pieces had been 
discharged. Renaldo^s adversary, finding himself 
pressed with equal fury and skill, retreated gradually 
among the trees, until he vanished altogether into 
the thickest of the wood; and his two companions 
followed his example with great ease, the valet-de- 
diambre being hurt in the leg, and the stranger so 
much exhausted by the wounds he had received 
before Renaldo^s interposition, that, wh^i the young 
geitleman approached to congratulate him on the 
defeat of the robbers, he, in advancing to embrace 
his deliverer, dropped down motionless on the grass. 

The Count, with that warmth of sympathy and 

benevolence which was natural to his heart, lifted up 

the wounded cavalier in his arms, and carried him to 

the chaise, in which he was deposited, while the 

VOL. XI. — 15 [ SS5 ] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

▼alet-de-chambre reloaded his pistols, and prepared 
for a second attack, as they did not doubt that the 
banditti would return with a reinforcement. How- 
ever, before they reappeared, Renaldo^s driver dis- 
engaged him from the wood, and in less than a 
quarter of an hour they arrived at a village, where 
ihey halted for assistance to the stranger, who, 
though still alive, had not recovered the use of his 
senses. 

After he was undressed, and laid in a warm bed, a 
surgeon examined his body, and found a wound in 
his neck by a sword, and another in his right side, 
occasioned by a pistol-shot ; so that his prognostic 
was very dubious. Meanwhile, he applied proper 
dressings to both ; and, in half an hour after this 
administration, the gentleman gave some tok^is of 
perception. He looked around him with a wildness 
of fiiry in his aspect, as if he had thought himself in 
the hands of the robbers by whom he had bem 
attacked. But, when he saw the assiduity with 
which the bystanders exerted themselves in his 
behalf, one raising his head from the pillow, while 
another exhorted him to swallow a little wine which 
was warmed for the purpose; wh^i he beheld the 
sjnnpathising looks of all present, and heard himadf 
accosted in the most cordial terms by the person 
whom he recollected as his deliverer, all the severity 
vanished from his countenance; he took Renaldo^s 
hand, and pressed it to his lips ; and, while the tears 
gushed from his eyes, ^Praised be Grod,^ said he, 
'^that virtue and generosity are still to be found 
among the sons of men.^ 

[«6] 
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THE PATIENT OUT OP DANGER 

Everybody in the apartment was affected by this 
ezdamation ; and Melvil, above all the rest, felt such 
emotionsas he could scarcely restrain* He entreated 
the gentleman to believe himself in the midst of such 
friends as would effectually secure him from all 
violence and mortification ; he conjured him to com- 
pose the perturbation of his spirits, and quiet the 
apprehensions of his mind with that reflection ; and 
protested, that he himself would not quit the house 
while his attendance should be deemed necessary for 
the stranger^s cure, or his conversation conducive to 
his amusement. 

These assurances, ccmsidered with the heroic part 
which the young Hungarian had already acted in his 
bdial^ inspired the cavalier with such a sublime idea 
of Mdvil, that he gazed upon him with silent asUm- 
idmient, as an angel sent from heaven for his succour; 
and, in the transport of his gratitude, could not help 
exclaiming, ^^ Sure Providence hath still something in 
reserve for this imfortunate wretch, in whose frtvour 
such a miracle of courage and generosity hath inter- 
posed!'' 

Being accommodated with proper care and attend- 
ance, his constitution in a little time overcame the 
fever; and, at the third dressing, the surgeon dedaied 
him out of all danger from his wounds. Then was 
Benaldo indulged with opportunities of conversing 
with the patient, and of inquiring into the particu- 
lars of his fortune and designs in life, with a view to 
manifest the inclination he felt to serve him in his 
future occasions. 

Tlie more this stranger contemplated the character 
[«7] 
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of the County the more his amazement increased, on 
account of his extraordinary benevolence in favour of 
a person whose merit he could not possibly know ; he 
even expressed his surprise on this subject to Renaldo, 
who at length told him^ that, although his best 
offices should always be ready for the occasions of 
any gentleman in distress, his particular attachment 
and regard to him was improved by an additional 
consideration. ^ I am no stranger,^ said he, ^^ to the 
virtues and honour of the gallant Don Di^o de 
Zelos.'' 

^ Heaven and earth ! ^ cried the stranger, starting 
from his seat with extreme emotion, ^^ do I then live 
to hear myself addressed by that long^lost appella- 
tion ! my heart glows at the expression ! my spirits 
are kindled with a flame that thrills through every 
nerve ! Say, young gentleman, if you are really an 
inhabitant of earth, by what means are you ac- 
quainted with the unhappy name of Zelos ?^ 

In answer to this eager interrogation, Renaldo gave 
him to understand, that in the course of his travels, 
he had resided a short time at Seville, where he had 
frequently seen Don Diego, and often heard his 
character mentioned with uncommon esteem and vene- 
ration. <* Alas ! ^ replied the Castilian, ^ that justice 
is no longer done to the wretched Zelos ; his honours 
are blasted, and his reputation canker-bitten by the 
venomous tooth of slander.^ 

He then proceeded to imfold his misfortunes, as 
they have already been explained in the former part 
of these memoirs ; at the recapitulation of which, the 
heart of Melvil, being intendered by his own calam- 
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FILIAL SYMPATHY 

ities, was so deeply affected, that he re-echoed the 
groans of Don IMego, and wept over his sufferings 
with the most filial sympathy. When he repeated 
the story of that cruel fraud which was practised 
upon him by the faithless Fadini, Melvil, whose 
mind and imagination teemed with the villanies of 
Fathom, was immediately struck with the conjecture 
of his being the knave; because, indeed, he could 
not believe that any other person was so abandoned 
by principle and humanity as to take such a barbar- 
ous advantage of a gentleman in distress. 
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CHAPTER SIXTY-TWO 

BJB BETUSM TO ENGLAND, AND MIDNIGRT PIL6BIMA6S 
TO MONIMIA^S TOMB. 

HE considered the date of that unparal- 
leled transaction, which agreed with his 
conjecture, and from the inquiries he 
made concerning the person of the trai- 
tor, gathered reasons sufficient to confirm his supposi- 
tion. Thus certified, ^ That is the villain,^ cried the 
Count, ^whose infernal arts have overwhelmed me 
with such misery as Heaven itself hath made no 
remedy to dispel ! To revenge my wrongs on that 
perfidious miscreant, is one of the chief reasons for 
which I deign to drag about an hateful being. O 
Don Diego ! what is life, when all its enjoyments are 
so easily poisoned by the machinations of such a 
worm ! ^ So saying, he smote his breast in all the 
agony of woe, and besought the Spaniard to relate 
the steps he took in consequence of this disaster. 

The Castilian^s cheeks reddened at tliis informar 
tion, which enforced his own resentment, and casting 
up his eyes to heaven, ^^ Sacred powers ! ^ cried he, 
^let him not perish, before you bring him within my 
reach. You ask me, noble cavalier, what measures I 
took in this abyss of misery? For the first day, I 
was tortured with apprehensions for the friendly 
[280] 
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Fadini, fearing that he had been robbed and mur- 
dered for the jewels which he had, perhaps, too un- 
warily exposed to sale. But this tenor soon vanished 
before tbe true presages of my fistte, when, on the 
morrow, I found the whole fiunily in tears and con- 
fusion, and heard my landlord pour forth the most 
bitter imprecations against the fugitive, who had 
deflowered his daughter, and even robbed the house. 
You wiU ask, which of the passions of my heart were 
interested on this occasion P they were shame and in- 
dignation. All my grief flowed in another channel ; 
I blushed to find my judgment deceived ; I scorned 
to complain ; but, in my heart, denounced vengeance 
against my base betrayer. I silently retired to my 
apartment, in order to commime with my own 
thoughts. 

^I had borne greater calamities without being 
driven to despair ; I summoned all my fortitude to 
my assistance, and resolved to live in spite of afflic- 
tion. Thus determined, I betook myself to the 
house of a general officer, whose character was fair in 
the world; and having obtained admission in conse- 
quence of my Oriental appearance, 'To a man of 
honour,' said I, 'the unfortunate need no introduc- 
tion. My habit proclaims me a Persian ; this pass- 
port from the States of Holland will confirm that 
supposition. I have been robbed of jewels to a con- 
siderable value, by a wretch whom I favoured with 
my confidence; and now, reduced to extreme indi- 
gence, I come to offer myself as a soldier in the armies 
of France. I have hedth and strength sufficient to 
discharge that duly. Nor am I unacquainted with a 
[831] 
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militaiy life, which was onoe my glory and oocopatioiL 
I therefore sue for your protection, that I may be 
reoeiyed, though in the lowest order of them that 
serve the King; and that your future &vour may 
depend upon my behaviour in that capacity.^ 

*^The general, surprised at my dedaraticm, sur- 
veyed me with uncommon attention ; he perused my 
certificate; adced divers questions concerning the 
art of war, to which I returned such answers as con- 
vinced him that I was not wholly ignorant in that 
particular. In short, I was enlisted as a volunteerin 
his own r^ment, and soon after promoted to the 
rank of a subaltern, and the office of equerry to his 
own son, who, at that time, had attained to the 
degree of colonel, though his age did not exceed 
eighteen years. 

^This young man was naturally of a ferocious dis- 
position, which had been rendered quite untractaUe 
by the pride of birth and fortune, together with the 
licence of his education. As he did not know the 
respect due to a gentleman, so he could not possibly 
pay it to those who were, unfortunately, under his 
command. Divers mortifications I sustained with 
that fortitude which became a Castilian who lay 
under obligations to the father; till, at length, lay* 
ing aside all decorum, he smote me. Sacred Heaven ! 
he smote Don Di^o de Zelos, in presence of his 
whole household. 

^ Had my sword been endowed with sensation, it 

would of itself have started from its scabbard at this 

indignity offered to its master. I unsheathed it 

without deliberation, saying, ^ Ejiow, insol^it boy, he 

[882] 
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is a gentleman whom thou hast outraged; and thou 
hast thus cancelled the ties which have hitherto 
restrained my indignation.^ His servants would 
have interposed, but he commanded them to re- 
tire; and, flushed with that confidence which the 
impetuosity of his temper inspired, he drew, in 
his turn, and attacked me witii redoubled rage; 
but his dexterity being very unequal to his cour- 
age, he was soon disarmed, and overthrown ; when^ 
pointing my sword to his breast, ^In considera- 
tion of thy youth and ignorance,^ said I, ^I spare 
that life which thou hast forfeited by thy ungenerous 
presumption.^ 

** With these words, I put up my weapon, retired 
through the midst of his domestics, who, seeing their 
master safe, did not think proper to oppose my pas- 
sage, and, mounting my horse, in less than two hours 
entered the Austrian dominions, resolving to proceed 
as far as Holland, that I might embark in the first 
ship for Spain, in order to wash away, with my own 
blood, or that of my enemies, the cruel stain which 
hath so long defiled my reputation. 

^This was the grievance that still corroded my 
heart, and rendered ineffectual the inhuman sacrifice 
I had made to my injured honour. This was the 
consideration that incessantly prompted, and still 
importunes me to run every risk of life and fortone, 
rather than leave my fame under such an ignomin- 
ious aspersion. I purpose to obey this internal calL 
I am apt to believe it is the voice of Heaven — of 
that Providence which manifested its care by sending 
such a generous auxiliary to my aid, when I was 
[S8S] 
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orerpowered by banditti, cm the very first day of 
my expedition.^ 

Having in this manner gratified the cariosity of 
his deliverer, he expressed a desire of knowing the 
quality of him to whom he was so signally obliged ; 
and Renaldo did not scruple to make the Castilian 
acquainted with his name and family. He likewise 
communicated the stoiy of his unfortunate love, with 
all the symptcMus of unutterable woe, which drew 
tears £rom the noble-hearted Spaniard, while, with a 
groan, that announced the load which overwhelmed 
his soul, ** I had a daughter,^ said he, ^ such as yoa 
describe the peerless Monimia; had Heaven decreed 
her for the arms of such a lover, I, who am now the 
most wretched, should have been the most happy 
parent upon earth.^ 

Thus did these new friends alternately indulge 
their mutual sorrow, and concert measures for their 
' %future operations. Melvil earnestly solicited the Cas- 
tilian to favour him with his company to England, 
where, in all probability, both would enjoy the gloomy 
satisfaction of being revenged upon their common 
betrayer, Fathom ; and, as a farther inducement, he 
assured him, that, as soon as he should have accom- 
plished the melancholy purposes of his voyage, he 
would accompany Don Di^o to Spain, and employ 
his whole interest and fortune in his service. The 
Spaniard, thunderstruck at the extravagant generos- 
ity of this proposal, could scarce believe the evidence 
of his own senses; and, after some pause, replied, 
^^My duty would teach me to obey any command 
you should think proper to impose; but here my 
[«84] 
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inclination and interest are so agreeably flattered, that 
I should be equally ungrateful and unwise, in pre- 
tending to comply with reluctance.^ 

This point being settled, they moved forwards to 
Mons, as soon as Don Di^o was in a condition to 
bear the shock of such a removal, and there remaining 
until his wounds were perfectly cured, they hired a 
post-chaise for Ostend, embarked in a vessel at that 
port, reached the opposite shore of England, after a 
short and easy passage, and arrived in London with- 
out having met with any sinister accident on the 
load. 

As they approached this capital, Renaldo^s grief 
seemed to regurgitate with redoubled violence. His 
memory was waked to the most minute and painful 
exertion of its faculties; his imagination teemed 
with the most aflSicting images, and his impatience 
became so ardent, that never lover panted more 
eagerly for the consummation of his wishes, than 
Melvil, for an opportunity of stretching himself upon 
the grave of the lost Monimia. The Castilian was 
astonished, as weQ as affected, at the poignancy of his 
grief, which, as a proof of his susceptibility and virtue, 
endeared him still more to his affection ; and though 
his own misfortunes had rendered him very unfit for 
the office of a comforter, he endeavoured, by soothing 
discourse;, to moderate the excess of his friend^s afflic- 
tion. 

Though it was dark when they alighted at the inn, 
Melvil ordered a coach to be called; and, being 
attended by the Spaniard, who would not be per- 
suaded to quit him upon such an occasion, he re- 
[886] 
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paired to the house of the generoos Jew, whose ihenm 
distilled very plentifully at his i^proach. The Count 
had already acquitted himself in point of pecuniary 
obligations to this benevolent Hebrew; and now, 
after having made such acknowledgments as migjit 
be expected fix>m a youth of his disposition, he 
begged to know by what channel he had received 
that letter which he had been so kind as to forward 
to Vienna. 

Joshua, who was ignorant of the contents of that 
epistle, and saw the young gentleman extremely 
moved, would have eluded his inquiry, by pretend- 
ing he had forgot the circumstance; but when he 
understood the nature of the case, which was not 
explained without the manifestation of the utmost 
inquietude, he heartily condoled the despcmding 
lover, telling him he had in vain employed all his 
intelligence about that unfortunate beauty, in con* 
sequ^ice of Melvil^s letter to him on that subject ; 
and then directed him to the house of that phy- 
sician, who had brought the fittal billet which had 
made him miserable. 

No sooner did he reodve this information than he 
took his leave abruptly, with promise of returning 
next day, and hied him to the lodgings of that 
gentleman, whom he was lucky enough to find at 
home. Being favoured with a private audience, 
^ When I tell you,^ said he, '^ that my name is Ren- 
aldo Count de Melvil, you will know me to be the 
most unfortimate of men. By that letter, which you 
committed to the charge of my worthy fii^d Joshua, 
the fiektal veil was removed from my eyes, which had 
[886] 
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been so long darkened by the artifices of incredible 
deceit, and my own incurable misery fiilly presented 
to my view. If you were acquainted with the un- 
happy fair, who hath £Bdlen a victim to my mistake, 
you will have some idea of the insufferable pangs 
which I now feel in recollecting her fieite. If you 
have compassion for these pangs, you will not refuse 
to conduct me to the spot where the dear remains of 
Monimia are deposited ; there let me enjoy a fidl 
banquet of woe; there let me feast that worm of 
sorrow that preys upon my heart. For such enter- 
tainment have I revisited this (to me) ill-omened isle ; 
for this satisfistction I intrude upon your condescen- 
sion at these unseasonable hours ; for to such a degree 
of impatience is my affliction whetted,that no slumber 
shall assail mine eyelids, no peace reside within my 
bosom, until I shall have adored that earthly shrine 
where my Monimia lies ! Yet would I know the 
circumstances of her fate. Did Heaven ordain no 
angel to minister to her distress? were her last mo- 
ments comfortless? ha! was not she abandoned to 
indigence, to insults ; left in the power of that inhu- 
man villain who betrayed us both ? Sacred Heaven ! 
why did Providence wink at the triumph of such 
consummate perfidy ? ^ 

The physician, having listened with complacency 
to this effiision, replied, ^^ It is my profession, it is 
my nature to sympathise with the afflicted. I am 
a judge of your feedings, because I know the value oi 
your loss. I attended the incomparable Monimia in 
her last illness, and am well enough acquainted with 
her story to conclude that she fell asacrifioe toan un« 
[887] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

happy misunderrtanding, effected and fomrated by 
that traitor who abused your mutual oonfidenoe.^ 

He thai proceeded to inform him of all the par- 
ticulaiB which we have abeady recorded, touching 
the destiny of the beauteous orphan, and concluded 
with telling him he was ready to yield him any other 
satis&ction which it was in his power to grant. The 
drcumstanoes of the tale had put Rouddo^s spirits 
into such commotion, that he could utter nothing 
but interjections and unconnected words. Yi^ien 
Fathom^s behaviour was described, he trembled with 
fierce agitation, started fix>m his chair, pronoundnj^ 
^Monster! fiend! but we shall one day. meet^ 

When he was made acquainted with the benevo- 
lence of the French lady, he exclaimed, ^ O heaven- 
bom charity and compassion! sure that must be 
some spirit of grace sent hither to mitigate the tor- 
tures of life ! where shall I find her, to ofier up my 
thanks and adoration ?^ Having heard the oondu- 
sion of the detail, he embraced the relater, as the 
kind benefisuitor of Monimia, shed a flood of tears in 
his bosom, and pressed him to crown the obligaticm, 
by conducting him to the solitary place where now 
she rested £rom all her cares. 

The gentleman perceiving the transports of his 
grief were such as could not be ojqposed, complied 
with his request, attended him in the vdiide, and 
directed the coachman to drive to a sequestered field, 
at some distance from the city, where stood .the 
diurch, within whose awfiil aisle this scene was to 
be acted. The sexton being summoned from his 
bed, produced the keys, in conseqamioe of a gratifica- 
[888] 
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A MIDNIGHT SCENE 

tioD, after the physician had commaned with him 
i^rt, and explained the intention of Renaldo^s yisiL 

During this pause the soul of Melvil was wound 
up to the highest pitch of enthusiastic socrow. The 
uncommon darkness of the night, the solemn silence, 
and lonely situation of the place, conspired with the 
occasion of his coming, and the dismal images of his 
fiuM^, to produce a real rapture of gloomy expecta- 
tion, whidi the whole world would not have per* 
suaded him to disappoint. The dock struck twelve, 
the owl screeched from the ruined battlement, the 
door was opened by the sexton, who^ by the light of 
a {^mmering taper, conducted the despairing lover 
to a dreary aisle, and stamped upon the ground with 
his foot, sajring, ** Here the young lady lies interred.^ 

Melvil no sooner received this intimation, than 
fidling on his knees, and pressing his lips to the hal- 
lowed earth, ^^Peace,^ cri^ he, ^^ to the gentle tenant 
of this silent habitation.^ Then turning to the 
bystanders, with a bloodshot eye, said, ^^ Leave me 
to the full enjoyment of this occasion ; my grief is 
too delicate to admit the company even of my friends* 
The rites to be performed require privacy ; adieu, 
then, here must I pass the night alone.^ 

The doctor, alarmed at this declaration, which he 
was afraid imported some resolution fatal to his 
own life, hegsoi to repent of having been accessory 
to the visit, attempted to dissuade him from his 
purpose, and finding him obstinately determined, 
called in the assistance of the sexton and coachman, 
and solicited the aid of Don Diego, to force Benaldo 
from the execution of his design. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

The Castilian knowing his friend was then Tery 
unfit for common altercation, interposed in the dis- 
pute, sajring, *^ You need not be afraid that he will 
obey the dictates of despair ; his religion, his hon- 
our will baffle such temptations ; he hath promised 
to reserve his life for the occasions of his friend; 
and he shall not be disappointed in his present aim.^ 
In order to corroborate this peremptoiy address, 
which was delivered in the French language, he 
unsheathed his sword, and the others retreating at 
sight of his weapon, ^^ Count,^ said he, ^ enjoy your 
grief in fiill transport ; I will screen you from inter- 
ruption, though at the hazard of my life ; and while 
you give a loose to sorrow, within tiie ghastly vault, 
I will watch till morning in the porch, and meditate 
upon the ruin of my own £unily and peace.^ 

He accordingly prevailed upon the physician to 
retire, after he had satisfied the sexton, and ordered 
the coachman to return by break of day. 

Renaldo, thus left alone, prostrated himself upcm 
the grave, and poured forth such lam^itations as 
would have drawn tears from the most savage hearer. 
He called aloud upon Monimia^s name, ^^ Are these 
the nuptial joys to which our fiite hath doomed us? 
Is this the fruit of those ^idearing hopes, that inter- 
course divine, that raptured admiration, in which so 
many hours insensibly elapsed ? where now are those 
attractions to which I jdelded up my captive heart? 
quenched are those genial eyes that gladdened each 
beholder, and shone the planets of my hi^piness and 
peace ! cold ! cold and withered are those lips that 
swelled with love, and &r outblushed the damask 
[WO] 
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THE CAVES OF DEATH 

rose ! and ah ! for ever nlenoed is that tongae, whose 
eloquence had power to lull the pangs of misery and 
care ! no more shall my attention be ravished with 
the music of that voioe^ which used to thrill in soft 
vibrations to my soul! O sainted spirit! O un* 
spotted shade of her whom I adored ; of her whose 
memory I shall still revere with ever-bleeding sorrow 
and regret; of her whose image will be the last idea 
that forsakes this hapless bosom ! now art thou con- 
scious of my int^rity and love; now dost thou 
behold the angtiish that I feeL If the pure essence 
of thy nature will permit, wilt thou, ah ! wilt thou 
indulge this wretched youth with some kind signal 
of thy notice, with some token of thy approbation P' 
wilt thou assume a medium of embodied air, in sem- 
blance of that lovely form which now lies mouldering 
in this dreaiy toml^ and speak the words of peace to 
my distempered soul! Return, Monimia, appear, 
though but for one short moment, to my longing 
eyes ! vouchsafe one smile ! Renaldo will be satis- 
fied ; Renaldo^s heart will be at rest ; his grief no 
more will overflow its banks, but glide with equal 
current to his latest hour! Alas! these are the 
raving of my delirious sorrow ! Monimia hears not 
my complaints; her soul, sublimed &r, fiu: above 
all sublunary cares, enjoys that felicity of which she 
was debarred on earth. In vain I stretch these eyes, 
ttivironed with darkness undistinguishing and void. 
No object meets my view; no sound salutes mine 
ear, except the noisy wind that whistles through 
these vaulted caves of death.^ 
In this kind of exclamation did Benaldo pass the 
VOL. II.— 10 [S4il] 
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ni^t, not without a certain species of wofiil enjoy- 
ment, which the soul is often able to conjure up 
from the depths of distress; insomuch that, when 
the morning intruded on his privacy, he could scarce 
believe it was the light of day, so fast had fleeted the 
minutes of his devotion. 

His heart being thus disburd^ied, and his im- 
patience gratified, he became so calm and composed, 
that Don Diego was equally pleased and astonished 
at the air of serenity with which he came forth, and 
embraced him with warm acknowledgments of his 
goodness and attachment. He frankly owned, that his 
mind was now more at ease than he had ever found 
it, since he first received the fatal intimation of his 
loss ; that a few such feasts would entirely moderate 
the keen appetite of his sorrow, which he would 
afterwards feed with less precipitation. 

He also imparted to the Castilian the plan of a 
monument, which he had designed for the incom- 
parable Monimia; and Don Di^o was so mudi 
struck with the description, that he solicited his 
advice in projecting another, of a different nature, 
to be erected to the memory of his own ill-fated wife 
and daughter, should he ever be able to re-establish 
himself in Spain. 
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CHAPTER SIXTY-THREE 

HB BXKEW8 THB RITES OF SORROW, AND IB EMTRANCBD. 

WHILE they amused themselves with 
this sort of conversation, the physi* 
dan returned with the coach, and 
accompanied them back to their inn, 
where he left them to their repose, after having 
promised to call again at noon, axKl conduct Renaldo 
to the house of Madam Clement, the benefeu^tress 
of Monimia, to whom he eagerly desired to be 
introduced. 

The appointment was observed with all imagina- 
ble punctuality on both sides. Melvil had arrayed 
himself in a suit of deep mourning, and he found 
the good lady in the like habit, assumed upon the 
same occasion. The goodness of her heart was 
manifest in her countenance ; the sensibility of the 
youth discovered itself in a flood of tears, which he 
shed at her appearance. His sensations were too 
full for utterance; nor was she, for some time, able 
to give him welcome. While she led him by the 
hand to a seat, the drops of sympathy rushed into 
either eye ; and at length she broke silence, saying, 
^ Count, we must acquiesce in the dispensations of 
Providence ; and quiet the transports of our grie^ 
with a full assurance that Monimia is happy,^ 
[848] 
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This name was the key that unlocked the fiicolty 
of his speech. ^ I must strive,^ said he, ^' to ease 
the anguish of my heart with that consolation. 
But say, humane, benevolent lady, to whose compas- 
fflon and generosity that hapless orphan was indebted 
for the last peaceful moment she enjoyed upon 
earth; say, in all your acquaintance witii human 
nature, in all your intercourse with the daughters of 
men, in all the exercise of your charity and benefi* 
cence, did you ever observe such sweetness, purity, 
and truth; such beauty, sense, and perfection, as 
that which was the inheritance of her whose fate I 
shall for ever deplore?'' — **She was, indeed,'' re- 
plied the lady, ^the best and fisdrest of our sex." 

This was the b^inning of a conversation touching 
that lovely victim, in the course of whidi he ex* 
plained those wicked arts which Fathom practised to 
alienate his afiections from the adorable Monimia ; 
and she described the cunning hints and fiJse insinu-* 
ations by which that traitor had aspersed the unsus- 
pecting lover, and soiled his character in the opinion 
of the virtuous orphan. The intelligence he ob- 
tained on this occasion added indignaticm to his 
grief. The whole mystery of Monimia's bdiaviour^ 
whidi he could not before explain, now stood dis- 
closed before him. He saw the gradual progress of 
that infernal plan which had been laid for their 
mutual ruin; and his soul was inflamed with sudi 
desire of vengeance, that he would have taken his 
leave abruptly, in order to set on foot an immediate 
inquiry about the perfidious author of his wrongs, 
that he mif^t exterminate such amonster of iniquity 
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from the &oe of the earth. But he was restrained 
by Madam dement, who gave him to miderstand, 
that Fathom was already overtaken by the vengeance 
of Heaven ; for she had traced him in all the course 
of his fortune, from his first appearance in the medi- 
cal sphere to his total eclipse. She represented the 
villain as a wretch altogether unworthy of his atten- 
tion* She said, he was so covered with infiuny, that 
no person could enter the lists against him, without 
bearing away some stain of dishonour ; that he was, 
at present, peculiarly protected by the law, and shel- 
tered from the resentment of Renaldo^ in the cavern 
of his disgrace. 

Melvil, glowing with rage, replied, that he was a 
venomous serpent, which it was incumbent on every 
foot to crush ; that it was the duty of every man to 
contribute his whole power in freeing society from 
such a pernicious hypocrite ; and that, if such in- 
stances of perfidy and ingratitude were suffered to 
pass with impunity, virtue and plain-dealing would 
soon be expelled from the habitations of men. 
^ Over and above these motives,^ said he, ^ I own 
m3rself so vitiated with the alloy of human passion 
and infirmity, that I desire — I eagerly pant for an 
occasion of meeting him hand to hand, where I may 
upbraid him with his treachery, and shower down 
vengeance and destruction on his perfidious head.^ 

Then he recounted the anecdotes of our adven- 
turer which he had learned in Germany and Flanders, 
and concluded with declaring his unalterable resolu- 
tion of releasing him from jail, that he might have 
an opportunity of sacrificing him, with his own hand, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FERDINAND COUNT FATHOM 

to the manes of Monimia. The discreet lady, per- 
ceiving the perturbation of his mind, would not 
further combat the impetuosity of his passion ; con- 
tenting herself with exacting a promise, that he 
would not execute his piurpose, until he should have 
deliberated three days upon the consequences by 
which a step of that kind mig^t be attended. Be- 
fore the expiration of that term, she thought meas- 
ures might be taken to prevent the young gentleman 
fix>m exposing his life or reputation to unnecessary 
haasard. 

Having complied with her request in this particu- 
lar, he took his leave, after he had, by repeated 
entreaties, prevailed upon her to accept a jewel, in 
token of his veneration for the kind benefisurtress of 
the deceased Monimia ; nor could his generous heart 
be satisfied, until he had forced a considerable pres- 
ent on the humane physician who had attended her 
in her last moments, and now discovered a particular 
sympathy and concern for her desponding lover. 
This gentieman attended him to the house of the 
benevolent Joshua, where they dined, and where 
Don Diego was recomm^ided, in the most fervid 
terms of finendship, to the good offices of their host 
Not that this duty was performed in presence of the 
stranger — Renaldo^s delicacy would not expose hii 
friend to such a situation. While the phjrsician, 
before dinner, entertained that stranger in one apart- 
ment, Melvil withdrew into another, vnth the Jew, 
to whom he disclosed the affidr of the Castilian, with 
certain circumstances, whidi shall, in due time, be 
revealed. 

[846] 
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Jofihua^s cariosity being whetted by this infonna- 
tion, he could not help eyeing the Spaniard at 
table with such a particular stare, that Don Di^^ 
perceived his attention, and took umbrage at the 
freedom of his r^ard. Being unable to conceal his 
displeasure, he addressed himself to the Hebrew, 
with great solemnity, in the Spanish tongue, saying, 
^^ Signior, is there any singularity in my appearance P 
or, do you recollect the features of Don Diego de 
Zelos?" 

^ Signior Don Diego,^ replied the other in pure 
Castilian, ^ I crave your pardon for the rudeness of 
my curiosity, which prompted me to survey a noble- 
man, whose character I revere, and to whose misfor- 
tunes I am no stranger. Indeed, were curiosity 
alone concerned, I should be without excuse ; but as 
I am heartily inclined to serve you, as far as my 
weak abilities extend, I hope your generosity will 
not impute any little involuntary trespass of punc- 
tilio to my want of cordiality or esteem.^ 

The Spaniard was not only appeased by this 
apology, but also affected with the compliment, and 
the language in which it was conveyed. He thanked 
the Jew for his kind declaration, entreated him to 
bear with the peevishness of a disposition sore with 
the galling hand of affliction ; and, turning up his 
eyes to Heaven, "Were it possible,^ cried he, "for 
&te to reconcile contradictions, and recall the irre- 
mediable current of events, I would now believe that 
there was happiness still in reserve for the forlorn 
Zelos, now that I tread the land of freedom and 
humanity, now that I find myself befri^ded by the 
[247] 
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most generous of men. Alas ! I ask not happiness! 
If, by the kind endeavours of the gallant Count de 
M elvil, to whom I am already indebted for my life, 
and by the eflPorts of his friends, the honour of my 
name shall be purified and cleared from the poisonous 
stains of malice by which it is at present spotted, 
I shall then enjoy all that satisfieuHion which destiny 
can bestow upon a wretch whose woes are incurable.^ 

Renaldo comforted him with the assurance of his 
being on the eve of triumphing over his adversaries ; 
and Joshua confirmed the consolation, by giving him 
to imderstand, that he had correspondents in Spain 
of some influence in the state ; that he had already 
written to them on the subject of Den Di^o, in 
consequence of a letter which he had received from 
Melvil while he tarried at Mons, and that he, every 
post, expected a favourable answer on that subject 

After dinner, the phjrsician took his leave, though 
not before he had promised to meet Renaldo at 
night, and accompany him in the repetition of his 
midnight visit to Monimia^s tomb ; for this pilgrim- 
age the unfortunate youth resolved nightly to per^ 
form during the whole time of his residence in Eng- 
land. It was, indeed, a sort of pleasure, the prospect 
of which enabled him to bear the toil of living 
through the day, though his patience was almost quite 
^lausted before the hour of assignation arrived* 

When the doctor appeared with the coach, he 
leaped into it with great eagerness, after he had, 
with much difficulty, prevailed with Don Diego to 
stay at home, on account of his health, which was 
not yet perfectly established. The CastJlian, how- 
[«48] 
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ever, would not comply with his request, until he 
had obtained the Count^s promise, that he should 
be permitted to accompany him next night, and 
take that duiy alternately with the phjrsician. 

About midnight, they reached tiie place, where 
they found the sexton in waiting, according to the 
orders he had received. The door was opened, the 
mourner conducted to the tomb, and left, as before, 
to the gloom of his own meditations. Again he laid 
himself on the cold ground; again he renewed his 
lamentable strain; his imagination began to be 
heated into an ecstasy of enthusiasm, during which 
he again fervently invoked the spirit of his deceased 
Monimia. 

In the midst of these invocations, his ear was 
toddenly invaded with the sound of some few solemn 
notes issuing from the organ, which seemed to feel 
the impulse of an invisible hand. 

At this awfiil salutation, Melvil was roused to the 
keenest sense of surprise and attention. Reason 
shrunk before the thronging ideas of his fancy, which 
represented this music as the prelude to something 
strange and supernatural ; and, while he waited for 
the sequel, the place was suddenly illuminated, and 
each surroundii^ object brought under the cog- 
nisance of his eye. 

What passed within his mind on this occasion is 
not easy to be described. All his faculties were 
swallowed up by those of seeing and hearing. He 
had mechanically raised himself upon one knee, with 
his body advancing forwards ; and in this attitude he 
gazed with a look through whidi his soul seemed 
[«49] 
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eager to escape. To his view, thus strained upon 
vacant space, in a few minutes appeared the figure 
of a woman arrayed in white, with a veil that covered 
her &ce, and flowed down upon her back and 
shoulders. The phantom approached him with an 
easy step, and, lifting up her veil, discovered 
(bcJieve it, O reader!) the individual countenance 
of Monimia. 

At sight of these well-known features, seemingly 
improved with new celestial graces, the youth became 
a statue, expressing amazement, love, and awful 
adoration. He saw the apparition smile with meek 
benevolence, divine compassion, warm and intendered 
by that fond pure flame whidi death could not 
extinguish. He heard the voice of his Monimia 
call Benaldo ! Thrice he essayed to answer ; as oft 
his tongue d^ed its office. His hair stood upright, 
and a cold vapour seemed to thrill through every 
nerve. This was not fear, but the infirmity of human 
nature, oppressed by the presence of a superior 
being. 

At length his agony was ov«tx>ma He recol- 
lected aU his resolution, and, in a strain of awestruck 
rapture, thus addressed the heavenly visitant : ^^ Hast 
thou then heard, pure spirit! the wailings of my 
grief? hast thou descended from the realms of bliss, 
in pity to my woe ? and art thou come to speak the 
words of peace to my desponding soul? To bid the 
wretched smile, to lift the load of misery and care 
from the afflicted breast; to fill thy lover^s heart 
with joy and pleasing hope, was still the darling task 
of my Monimia, ere yet refined to that perfection 
[860] 
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which mortality can never attain. No wonder then, 
blessed shade, that now, when reunited to thy native 
heaven, thou art still kind, propitious, and beneficent 
to us, who groan in this inhospitable vale of sorrow 
thou hast left. Tell me, ah ! tell me, dost thou still 
remember those fond hours we passed together? 
Doth that enlightened bosom feel a pang of soft 
regret, when thou recallest our fatal separation? 
Sure that meekened glance bespeaks thy sympathy ! 
Ah! how that tender look overpowers me! Sacied 
Heaven ! the pearly drops of pity trickle down thy 
dieeks! Such are the tears that angels shed o^er 
man'^s distress ! — Turn not away — Thou beckonest 
me to follow. Yes, I will follow thee, ethereal spirit, 
as far as these weak limbs, encumbered with mor- 
tality, will bear my weight ; and, would to Heaven ! 
I could, with ease, put off these vile corporeal 
shackles, and attend thy flight.^ 

So saying, he started from the ground, and, in a 
transport of eager expectation, at awfiil distance, 
traced the footsteps of the apparition, which, entering 
a detached apartment, sunk down upon a chair, and 
with a sigh exclaimed, ^^Indeed, this is too much !^ 
What was the disorder of Renaldo^s mind, when he 
perceived this phenomenon ! Before reflection could 
perform its office, moved by a sudden impulse, he 
sprung forwards, crying, ^ If it be death to touch 
thee, let me die ! ^ and caught in his arms, not the 
shadow, but the warm substance of the all-accom- 
plished Monimia. ^^ Mysterious powers of Provi- 
dence ! this is no phantom ! this is no shade! this is the 
life ! the panting bosom of her whom I have so long, 
[861] 
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80 bitterly deplored ! I fold her in mj arms ! I preis 
her glowing breast to mine! I see her Uush with 
virtuous pleasure and ingenuous love! She smiles 
upon me with enchanting tenderness! O let me 
gaze on that transcendent beauty, which, the more 
I view it, ravishes the more! These dbarms are too 
intense; I sicken while I gaze! Merciful Heaven! 
is not this a mere illusion of the brain ? Was she 
not fled for ever ? Had not the cold hand of death 
divorced her from my hope ? This must be some flat- 
tering vision of my distempered &Qcy ! peifaaps some 
soothing dream — If sudi it be, grant, Oyebaavenly 
powers ! that I may never wake.** 

^ O gentle youth ! ^ replied the beauteous orphan, 
still clasped in his embrace, ^ what joy now fills the 
bosom of Monimia, at this triumph of thy virtue 
and thy love ? When I see these transports of thy 
aflection, when I find thee restored to that place in 
my esteem and admiration, whidi thou hadst lost by 
the arts of calumny and malice — this is a meeting 
which my most sanguine hopes durst not presage !* 

So entirely were the faculties of Renaldo engrossed 
in the contemplation of his restored Monimia, that 
he saw not the rest of the company, who w^ 
with transport over this affecting scene. He was 
therefore amazed at the interposition of Bfadam 
Clement, who, while the shower of sjnnpathetic pleas- 
ure bedewed her cheeks, congratulated the loven 
upon this happy event, crying, ^ These are the joys 
which virtue calls her own.^ They also received the 
compliments of a reverend clergyman, who told Mcm- 
imia, she had reaped, at last, Um fruits of that pious 
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resignation to the will of HeaTen, which she had so 
devoutlj practised during the term of her afSiction. 
And, lastly, they were accosted by the physician, 
who was not quite so hackneyed in the wajb of death, 
or so callous to the finer sensations of the soul, but 
that he blubbered plentifully, while he petitioned 
Heayen in behalf of such an accomplished and deserv- 
ing pair. 

Monimia taking Madam Clement by the hand, 
^Whatever joy,^ said she, ^^Renaldo derives from 
this occasion, is owing to the bounty, the compassion, 
and maternal care of this incomparable lady, together 
with the kind admonitions and humanity of those 
two worthy gentlemen.^ 

Melvil, whose passions were still in agitation, and 
whose mind could not yet digest the incidents that 
occurred, embraced them all by turns ; but, like the 
fisdthful needle, which, though shaken for an instant 
from its poise, immediately regains its true direction, 
and points invariably to the pole, he soon returned to 
his Monimia ; again he held her in his arms, again he 
drank enchantment from her eyes, and thus poured 
forth the effusions of his soul : — *^ Can I then trust 
the evidence of sense ? And art thou really to my 
wish restored ? Never, O never did thy beauiy shine 
with such bewitching grace, as that which now con- 
founds and captivates my view ! Sure there is some- 
thing more than mortal in thy looks ! — Where hast 
thou lived? — where borrowed this perfection? — 
whence art thou now descended? — Oh! I am all 
amazement, joy, and fear! — Thou wilt not leave 
me ! — No ! we must not part again. By this warm 
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kiss ! a thousand times more sweet than all the fira- 
granoe of the East ! we never more will part O ! this 
is rapture, ecstasy, and what no language can 
explain!^ 

In the midst of these ejaculations, he ravished a 
banquet from her glowing lips, that kindled in his 
heart a flame which rushed through every vein, and 
glided to his marrow. This was a privil^e he had 
never claimed before, and now permitted as a recom- 
pense for all the penance he had suffered. Neverthe- 
less, the cheeks of Monimia, who was altogether 
unaccustomed to sudi fisimiliarities, underwent a total 
suffusion ; and Madam Clement discreetly relieved her 
from the anxiety of her situation, by interfering in 
the discourse, and ralljdng the Count upon his en- 
deavours to monopolise such a brandi of happiness. 

** O my dear lady ! " replied Benaldo, who by this 
time had, in some measure, recovered his recollection, 
^forgive the wild transports of a fond lover, who 
hath so unexpectedly retrieved the jewel of his soul ! 
Yet, far from wishing to hoard up his treasure, he 
means to communicate and diffuse his happiness to 
all his friends. O my Monimia ! how will the pleas- 
ure of this hour be propagated ! As yet thou know- 
est not all the bliss that is reserved for thy enjoyment ! 
— Meanwhile, I long to leam by what conbivance 
this happy interview hath been effected. Still am I 
ignorant how I was transported into this apartment, 
from the lonely vault in which I mourned over my 
supposed misfortune!^ 
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CHAPTER SIXTY-FOUR 

THB MTSTEBT UNFOLDED ANOTHER BECOGNITION, 

WHICH, rr IS TO BE HOPED, THE BEADEB COULD NOT 
FOBESES* 

THE French lady then explained the whole 
mystery of Mommia''s death, as a strata- 
gem she had concerted with the clerg]rman 
and doctor, in order to defeat the perni- 
cious designs of Fathom, who seemed determined to 
support his false pretensions by dint of perjury and 
fraud, which they would have found it very difficult 
to elude. She observed, that the physician had 
actually despaired of Monimia^s life, and it was not 
till after she herself was made acquainted with the 
prognostic, that she wrote the letter to Renaldo^ 
which she committed to the care of Madam Clement, 
with an earnest entreaiy, that it should not be sent 
tiU after her decease. But that lady, believing the 
Count had been certainly abused by his treacherous 
confidant, despatched the billet witiiout the knowl- 
edge of Monimia, whose health was restored by the 
indefisktigable care of the physician, and the sage 
exhortations of the clergyman, by which she was 
reconciled to life. In a word, the viUany of Fathom 
had inspired her with some faint hope that Renaldo 
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might still be innocent ; and that notion contributed 
not a little to her cure. 

The letter having so effectually answered their 
warmest hopes, in bringing back Benaldo such a 
pattern of constancy and love, the confed^tites, in 
consequence of his enthusiastic sorrow, had planned 
this meeting, as the most interesting way of restoring 
two virtuous lovers to the arms of eadi other ; for 
which purpose the good clergyman had pitched upon 
his own church, and indulged them with the use of 
the vestry, in whidi they now were presented with a 
small but elegant collation. 

Melvil heard this succinct detail with equal joy and 
admiration. He poured forth the dictates of his 
gratitude to the preservers of his happiness. — ^ This 
church,^ said he, << shall henceforth possess a double 
share of my veneration ; this holy man will, I hope, 
finish the charitable work he has begun, by lying 
those bands of our happiness, whidi nou^t but 
death shall have power to unbind.^ Then turning 
to that object which was the star of his regard, ^ Do 
I not overrate,^ said he, ^^ my interest with the &ir 
Monimia?^ She made no verbal reply; but an* 
swered by an emphatic glance, more eloquent than all 
the power of rhetoric and speech. This language, 
which is universal in the world of love, he perfecUy 
well understood, and, in token of that &culty, sealed 
the assent which she had smiled, with a kiss imprinted 
on her polished forehead. 

In order to dissipate these interesting ideas, which, 
by being too long indulged, might have endangered 
his reason. Madam Clement entreated him to enter* 
[J866] 
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tain the company with a detail of what had happened 
to him in his last journey to the empire, and Mon- 
imia expressed a desire of knowing, in particular, the 
issue of his contest with Count Trebasi, who, she 
knew, had usurped the succession of his fiither. 

Thus solicited, he could not refuse to gratify their 
curiosity and concern* He explained his obligations 
to the benevolent Jew; related the steps he had 
taken at Vienna for the recovery of his inheritance ; 
informed them of his happy rencontre with his 
fstther-in-law ; of Us sister'^s deliverance>and marriage ; 
of the danger into which his life had been precipi* 
tated by the news of Monimia'*s death ; and, lastly, 
of his adventure with the banditti, in fiivour of a 
gentleman, who, he afterwards understood, had been 
robbed in the most base and barbarous manner by 
Fathom. He likewise, to the astonishment of all 
present, and of his mistress in particular, communi- 
cated some circumstances, whidi shall appear in due 



Monimia's tender finame being quite iktigued with 
the scene she had acted, and her mind overwhelmed 
with the prosperous tidings she had heard, after 
having joined the congratulations of the company, 
on the good fortune of her Benaldo, begged leave to 
retire, that she might by repose recruit her exhausted 
spirits ; and the ni^t bdng pretty far spent, she 
was conducted by her lover to Madam Clemenf s 
coach, that stood in waiting, in which also the rest 
of the company made shift to embark, and were 
carried to the lu>U8e of that good lady, where, after 
they were invited to dine, and Melvil entreated 
VOL. u.— 17 [267] 
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to bring Don Diego and the Jew along with them, 
they took leave of one another, and retired to 
their respective lodgings in a transport of joy and 
satisfaction. 

As for Renaldo, his rapture was still mixed with 
apprehension, that all he had seen and heard was no 
more than an tmsubstantial vision, raised by some 
gay delirium of a disordered imagination* While 
his breast underwent those violent, thoi^h blissful 
emotions of joy and admiration, his friend the 
Castilian spent the night incriminating over his own 
calamities, and in a serious and severe review of his 
own conduct He compared his own bdiaviotur with 
that of the young Hungariai), and found himself so 
light in the scale^ that he smote his breast with 
violence, exclaiming in an agony of remorse : 

<^ Count Melvil has reason to grieve ; Don Diego 
to despair. His misfortunes flow from the viUany of 
mankind; mine are the fruit of my own madness. 
He laments the loss of a mistress, who fell a sacrifice 
to the perfidious arts of a crafty traitor. She was 
beautifiil, virtuous, accomplished, and affectionate; 
he was fraught with sensibility and love. Doubtless 
his heart must have deeply suffered ; his behaviour 
denotes the keenness of his woe ; his eyes are ever- 
flowing fountains of tears ; his bosom the habitation 
of sighs ; five hundred leagues hath he measured in a 
pilgrimage to her tomb ; nightly he visits the dreary 
vault where she now lies at rest; her solitary grave is 
his coudi ; he converses with darkness and the dead, 
until each lonely aisle re-echoes his distress. What 
would be his penance, had he my cause! wexe he 
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consdouB of having murdered a beloved wife and 
darling daughter ! Ah wretch ! — ah cruel homicide ! 
*- what had those dear victims done to merit sudi a 
fiite ? Were they not ever gentle and obedient, ever 
aiming to give thee satis&ction and delight ? Say, 
that Serafina was enamoured of a peasant ; say, that 
she had d^;enerated from the honour of her race; 
Tlie inclinations are involuntary; peifaaps that 
stranger was her equal in pedigree and worth. Had 
th^ been fidrly questionec^ thqr might have justified, 
at least excused, that ccmduct which appeared so 
criminal ; or had they owned the ofience, and sup* 
plicated pardon — O barbarous monster that I am ! 
was all the husband — wasall the fiither extinguished 
in my heart? How shall my own errors be forgiven, 
if I refused to pardon the fiiailties of my own blood 
— of those who are most dear to my afibction ? Yet 
nature pleaded strcmgly in their b^alf ! — My heart 
was bursting while I dismissed them to the shades 
of death. I was maddened with revenge! I was 
guided by that savage principle which fnlsely we 
call hcmour. 

^ Accursed phantom ! that assumes the specious 
title, and misleads our wretched nation ! Is it then 
honourable to skulk like an assassin, and plunge the 
secret dagger in the heart of some unhappy man, 
who hath incurred my groundless jealousy or sus- 
picion, without indulgbg him with that opportunity 
which the worst criminal enjoys ? Or is it honour- 
able to poison two defenceless women, a tender wife, 
an amiable daug^iter, whom even a frown would 
almost have destroyed ? — O! this is cowardice, brutal- 
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itj) hell-boni Any and revenge ! Heftven hath not 
mercy to forgive such execrable goih. Who gave 
thee power, abandcmed ruffian! over the Uvea oi 
thoae whom God hath stationed as thy fellows of 
probation ; — over those whom he had sent to com- 
fort and assist thee ; to sweeten all thy cares, and 
smooth the rough uneven paths of life ? O ! I am 
doomed to never-ceasing horror and remorse ! If 
miseiy can atone for sudi en<mnous guilt, I have felt 
it in the extreme. Like an undying vulture it preys 
upon^my heart; — to sorrow I am wedded; I hug 
that teeing consort to my soul ; -—never, ah ! never 
shall we part; for soon as my feme shall shine 
unclouded by the charge of treason that now hangs 
over it, I will devote myself to p^tence and woe. 
A cold, damp pavement shall be my bed; my raimoit 
shall be sackcloth ; the fields shall fumidi herbage 
for my food; the stream shall queodi my thirst ; the 
minutes shall be numbered by my groans ; the night 
be privy to my strains of sorrow, till Heaven, in pity 
to my sufferings, release me fiom the penance I 
endure. Peifaaps the saints whom I have murdered 
will intercede for my remission.^ 

Such was the exercise of grie^ in whidh the hap- 
less Castilian consumed the night ; he had not yet 
consigned himself to rest, when Renaldo entering his 
chamber, displayed such a gleam of wildness and 
rapture on his countenance, as o verwhelmed him 
with amazement ; for, till that moment, he had never 
seen his visage unobseured with woe. ^Pardon this 
abrupt intrusion, my friend,^ cried Mdvil, ^ I could 
no longer withhold fimn your partidpationi the great, 
[MO] 
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the tmeipected tum^ which hath this night dispelled 
all m J sorrows, and restored me to the finiition of 
ineffable joy. Monimia lives ! — the £ur, the tender, 
the virtuous Monimia lives, and smiles upon my 
vows ! This night I retrieved her from the grave. 
I held her in these arms ; I pressed her warm deli- 
cious lips to mine 1 Oh, I am giddy with intolerable 
pleasure!^ 

Don Diego was confounded at this declaration, 
which he considered as the efiects of a disordered 
brain. He never doubted that Benaldo^s grief had 
at length overpowered his reason, and that his wmxls 
were the effects of mere frenzy. While he mused on 
this melancholy subject, the Count composed his 
features, and, in a succinct and well-oonnected detail, 
explained the whole mystery of his happiness, to the 
inexpressible astonishment of the Spaniard, who shed 
tears of satis&ction, and straining the Hungarian to 
his breast, ^ O my son,^ said he, ^*you see what rec- 
ompense Heavoi hath in store for those who pursue 
the paths of real virtue; those paths from whidi I 
myself have beenfittally misled by a faithless vapour, 
which hath seduced my steps, and left me darkling 
in the abyss of wretchedness. Such as you describe 
this happy fair, was once my Serafina, ridi in every 
grace of mind and body which nature could bestow. 
Had it pleased Heaven to bless her with a lov» like 
Renaldo ! but no more, the irrevocable shaft is fled. 
I will not taint your enjo3rment with my unavailing 
sighs!'' 

Melvil assured this disconsolate father, that no 
pleasure, no avocation should ever so entirely engross 
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his mind, but that he should still find an hour fiv 
sympathy and friendship. He communicated the in- 
vitation of Madam Clement, and insisted upon his 
compliance, that he mi^t have an opporbmity of 
seeing and approving the object of his passion. ^ I 
can refuse nothing to the request of Count de Mel- 
vil,^ replied the Spaniard, ^and it were ungratdul 
in me to decline the honour you propose. I own 
myself inflamed with a desire of bdbolding a young 
lady, whose perfections I have seen reflected in your 
sorrow ; my curiosity is, moreover, interested on 
account of that humane gentlewoman, whose uncom- 
mon generosity sheltered such virtue in distress ; but 
my disposition is infectious, and will, I am afraid, 
hang like a damp upon the general festivity of your 
friends.^ 

Melvil would take no denial, and having obtained 
his consent, repaired to the house of Joshua, whose 
countenance seemed to unbend gradually into a total 
expression of joy and surprise, as he learned the cfav 
cumstances of this amazing event. He frdthfuHy 
promised to attend the Count at the appointed hour, 
and, in the meantime, earnestly exhorted him to take 
some repose, in order to quiet the agitation of his 
spirits, which must have been violently hurried <hi 
this occasion. The advice was salutary, and Renaldo 
resolved to follow it. 

He returned to his lodgings, and laid himself 
down; but, notwithstanding the fatigue he had 
undergone, sleep refused to visit his eyelids, all his 
faculties being kept in motion by the ideas that 
crowded so fast upon his imagination. Neverthe- 
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less, fhoogh his mind continued in agitation, his 
body was refreshed, and he arose in the forenoon with 
more serenity and vigour than he had enjoyed for 
many months. Every moment his heart throbbed 
with new rapture, when he foimd himself on the 
brink of possessing all that his soul held dear and 
amiable; he put on his gayest looks and apparel; 
insisted upon the Castilian'^s doing the same honour 
to the occasion; and the alteration of dress produced 
such an advantageous change in the appearance of 
Don Diego, that when Joshua arrived at the ap* 
pointed hour, he could scarce recognise his features, 
and complimented him very politely on the improve- 
ment of his looks. 

True it is, the Spaniard was a personage of a very 
prepossessing mien and noble deportment ; and had 
not grie^ by increasing his native gravity, in some 
measure discomposed the symmetry of his counte- 
nance^ he would have passed for a man of a very 
amiable and engaging phpiognomy. They set out 
in the Jew^s coach for the house of Madam Clement, 
and were ushered into an apartment, where they 
found the clergyman and phpidan with that lady, 
to whom Don Diego and tiie Hebrew were by Md- 
vil introduced. 

Before they had seated themselves, Benaldo in- 
quired about the health of Monimia, and was directed 
to the next room by Madam Clement, who permitted 
him to go thither, and conduct her to the company. 
He was not slow of availing himself of this permis-> 
sion. He disappeared in an instant, and, during his 
sluMrt absence, Don Diego was strangely disturbed. 
[868] 
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The blood fituhed and fonook his dieeks by tmnf ; 
a cold vapour seemed to shiver throu^ his nerves ; 
and at his breast he felt unoommon palpitatioo. 
Madam Clement observed his discomposure, and 
kindly inquired into the cause ; wbei he replied, ^ I 
have such an interest in what concerns the Count de 
Melvil, and my imagination is so much prepossessed 
with the perfections of Monimia, that I am, as it 
were, agonised with eipectation ; yet never did my 
curiosity before raise such tumults as those that now 
agitate my bosom.^ 

He had scarce pronounced these words, when the 
do^nr, reop^iing, Boialdo led in this mirnHr of de« 
gance and beauty, at sight of whom the Israelite's 
countenance was distorted into a stare of admiration. 
But if such was the astonishment of Joshua, what 
woe the emotions of the Castilian, when, in the 
^ beauteous orphan, he beheld the individual features 
of his long-lost Serafina ! 

His feelings are not to be described. The fond 
parent, whose affection shoots even to a s^ose of pain, 
feels not half such transput, when he unexpectedly 
retrieves a darling child from the oigulfing billows <v 
devouring flame. The hope of Zelos had been totally 
extinguished His heart had been incessantly torn 
with anguish and remorse, upbraiding him as the 
murderer of Serafina. His, therefore, were the addi- 
tional transports of a father disburdened of the guilt 
of such enormous homicide. His nerves were too 
mudi overpowered by this sudd^i recognition, to 
manifest the soisation of his soul by external signs. 
He started not, nor did he lift an hand in token of 
[864] 
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smprise ; he moved not from the spot on which he 
stood ; but, riveting his eyes to those of the lovely 
jdiantom, remained without motion, until she, ap- 
proaching with her lover, fell at his feet, and clasp- 
ing his knees, exclaimed, ^^May I yet call you 
ikther?'' 

This powerful shock aroused his faculties ; a cold 
sweat bedewed his forehead; his knees began to 
totter; he dropped upon the floor, and throwing his 
arms around her, cried, ** O nature ! O Serafina ! 
Merciful Providence ! thy ways are past finding out.^ 
So sajdng, he fell upon her neck, and wept aloud* 
The tears of sympathetic joy trickled down her snowy 
bosom, that heaved with rapture inexpressible. 
Renaldo^s eyes poured forth the briny stream. The 
cheeks of Madam Clement were not dry in this con- 
juncture ; she kneeled by Serafina, kissed her with aU 
the eagerness of maternal affection, and with uplifted 
hands adored the Power that preordained this blessed 
event. The dergyman and doctor intimately shared 
the general transport; and as for Joshua, the drops 
of true benevolence flowed from his eyes, like the oil 
on Aaron^s beard, while he skipped about the room 
in an awkward ecstasy, and in a voice resembling the 
hoarse notes of the long-eared tribe, cried, ^ O father 
Abraham ! such a moving scene hath not been acted 
since Joseph disclosed himself unto his brethren in 
Egypt'* 

Don Diego having found utterance to his passion, 

proceeded in this strain : <* O my dear child ! to find 

thee thus again, after our last unhappy parting, is 

wonderful! miraculous! Blessed be the all-good, 
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almighty Power that sa^ed thee for this hoar of joy 1 
Yet, while my heart yearns towards thee; while I 
pant with inconceivaUe affection, and thus review 
these Uving features, which were so long my study 
and delight, I dare not ask by what mysterious means 
this meeting is effected; lest, in the fond inquiry, 
I find my present bliss unreal, and awake to misery 
again!^ 

^O ever-honoured jEather!^ she replied, ^^if to see 
your Serafina at your feet, melting with filial love 
and veneration, can impart a gleam of satis&ction to 
your breast, enjoy that pleasure, and behold her now 
restored to your protection and paternal will, which 
she never more will disobey. Alas! had Heaven 
thought proper to reserve another parent for this 
interview, our joys had been complete ; but she hatb 
already paid her debt to nature, and fix>m the seats 
of bliss looks down well pleased on this interesting 
scene.** 

** Ah, my Antonia ! ^ cried the fe.ther, interrupting 
her, ^she is then at rest. Peace be to her unspotted 
soul ! to have found her here, had been too much. 
How my Serafina hath survived my blindfold rage, I 
know not ; but sure the guilt of fair Antonia's death 
still hangs upon my souL^ 

^ Dismiss that fetal thougfat,"" said Serafina, ^ my 
mother quietly bade adieu to life in England ; sb^ 
peaceably expired within these arms, and with her 
latest breath prayed for her hapless husband.^ ^^ Her 
mind was ever god-like,^ he resumed; ^she was a 
saint in virtue, ill bestowed on such a wretch as me ; 
yet thy words have raised a dreadful burden from 
[266] 
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my oonscienca I am not then the dire assassin, who 
sacrificed his wife and dau^ter to an infernal motive, 
fidsely titled honour? though I am more and more 
involved in a mystery, which I long to hear explained.^ 

^ That shall be my task,"" cried Renaldo, *<but 
first permit me to implore your sanction to my pas- 
sion for the incomparable Serafina. You already 
know our mutual sentiments ; and though I own the 
possession of such inestimable worUi and beauty 
would be a recompense that infinitely transcends ihe 
merit I can plead, yet, as it hath been my good for- 
tune to inspire her with a mutual flame, I hope 
to reap fix>m your indulgence here, what I could 
not expect fix>m my own desert; and we present 
ourselves, in hope of your paternal assent and bene- 
diction.^ 

^^Were she more &ir and good and gentie than 
she is,^ answered the Castilian, ^ and to my partial 
observation nought e^er appeared on earth more 
beauteous and engaging, I would approve your titie 
to her heart, and recommend you to her smiles, with 
all a fikther^s influence and power. Yes, my daugh- 
ter ! my joy on this occasion is infinitely augmented 
by the Imowledge of those tender ties of love that 
bind thee to this amiable youth ; a youth to whose 
uncommon courage and generosity I owe my life and 
my subsistence, together with the inexpressible delight 
that now revels in my bosom. Enjoy, my children, 
the happy fruits of your reciprocal attachment. May 
Heaven, which hath graciously conducted you throuj^ 
a labyrinth of perplexity and woe^ to this transport- 
ii^ view of blissful days, indulge you with that unin- 
[267] 
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terrupted stream of pore felicity, whidi is the hK^pe, 
and ought to be the boon of virtue, such as yours !^ 

So saying, he joined their hands, and embiaoed 
them with the most cordial love and satisfiu^ion, 
which diffiised itself to every individual of the com- 
pany, who fervently invoked the Almighty Power, 
in behalf of this enraptured pair. The tamult of 
these emoti<His having a UtUe subsided, and the 
Castilian being seated betwixt Boialdo and his 
beauteous bride, he politely bespoke the indulgence 
of Madam Clement, begging she would permit him 
to demand the performance of the Count^s promise^ 
that he might be forthwith made acquainted with 
those circumstances of his own fate which he was so 
impatient to learn. 

The lady having assured him, that she and all the 
company would take pleasure in hearing the recapit- 
ulation, the Spaniard, addressing himself to Melvil, 
^ In the name of Heaven ! ^ said he, ^ how could 
you supplant that rival, who fell a sacrifice to my 
resentinent, after he had bewitched the heart of 
Serafinap for, sure, the affection he had kindled in 
her breast must have long survived his death.^ ^ That 
rival,^ replied the Count, ^who incurred your dis- 
pleasure, was no other than Renaldo.^ With these 
words, he applied to one eye a patch of black silk 
provided for the purpose, and tinning his fece to- 
wards Don Diego, that gentlonan started with 
astonishment, crying,^ Good Heaven I theverycoun* 
tenance of Orlando, whom I slew I this is still more 

[968] 
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CHAPTER SIXTY-FIVE 

A BBT1O0FECTIVB LINK, KXCBSSABY FOE THE CONCAT- 
ENATION OF THE8E MEMOIB8. 

^ ^rNDULGE me with a patient hearing,^ pro** 
I ceeded the Hungarian, ^ and all these riddles 
I soon will be explained. Inflamed with the 
JL. desire of seeing foreign countries, I disobeyed 
the will of an indulgent fftther, fix>m whose house, 
withdrawing privately, I set out for Italy, in dis- 
guise, by the way of Tyrol, visited Venice, Rome, 
Florence, and, embarking at Naples, in an English 
ship, arrived at St. Lucar, from whence I repaired 
to Seville ; there, in a few days, was my curiosity 
engaged by the £une of the fidr Serafina, who was 
justly deemed the most accomplished beauty in that 
port of Spain. Nay, blush not, gentle creature ! for 
by my hopes of heaven ! thy charms were even 
injured by the ccdd applause of that report Never- 
theless, I was warmly interested by the uncommon 
character, and eagerly longed to see this pattern of 
perfection. As Don Diego did not train her up in 
that restraint to which the Spanish ladies are sub- 
jected, I soon found an (^yportunity of seeing her at 
churdi ; and no person hare present will, I presume, 
doubt but that I was instantly captivated by her 
beauty and deportment. Had I thought that Doa 
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Di^o^s jhroiir was unengaged, periiaps I should have 
followed the dictates of vanity and inexperience, and 
presented myself in my own character, among the 
crowd of her professed admirers. I knew her father 
had been an officer of distinguished rank and rqnita- 
tion, and did not doubt that he would have regarded 
a young soldier of unexceptionable pedigree, and, I 
will even add, of untainted fiune. Nor did I sup- 
pose my own father could have objected against 
sudi an advantageous match ; but, by dint of indus- 
triouH inqtiHV41diAied,Ttilattt»^^Kl4M Serafinawas 
already betrothed to Don Manuel de Mendoza, and 
this information overwhelmed me with despair. 

** After having revolved a thousand projects for 
retarding and preventing that detested union, I 
resolved to avail myself of my talent for drawing, and 
professed myself a master of that science, in hope 
of being employed by the fiither of Serafina, who, I 
knew, let slip no opportunity of improving his 
daughter's education. Accordingly I had the good 
fortune to attract his notice, was invited to his house, 
honoured with bis approbation, and iiiniished with 
unrestricted opr»«jrtunities of conversing with the 
dear ohje**t or n.y love. The passion which her 
l^'au+y 1. ^ ! - t; 'li.d was by the perfections of her 
mind infi • -.1 to such i degree of transport, as could 
not be ci)i*< \xlcd from her penetration. Hie chanced 
to rcliNh Hi y conversation ; I gradually acquired her 
frieml^hip ; pity was the next passion that she en- 
terta ined in my favour. I then ventured to d isdoee 

my presumption. She and W mother had been 
[870] 
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p^rjdexed with some religiotis scraples, concerning 
which they appealed to my opinion; and I was 
happy enough to set thefarminds at ease. 

^^This sort of intercourse naturally created a 
mutual conjBdence among us ; and, in a word, I was 
blessed with the daughter's love and mother's appro- 
bation. Don Diego will pardon these clandestine 
measures, which we took, from a full persuasion that 
it was impossible to render him propitious to the 
views in nijiich our hearts and hands were so deeply 
interested. I did not then know how little he was 
addicted to superstition. 

^* Without entering into a detail of the schemes we 
projected to delay the happiness of Mendoza, I shall 
only observe, that, knowing the fatal day was at 
length unalterably fixed, we determined to elude the 
purpose of Don Diego by flight ; and everything was 
actually prepared for our escape. When the hour 
of appointment arrived, I repaired to the place at 
whidi I had proposed to enter the house, and 
stumbled, in O^ dark, over the body of a man still 
warm, and bleeding. Alarmed at this occurrence^ I 
darted myself through the window, and rushing to 
the apartment of the ladies, (immortal powers !) be- 
held the peerless Serafina, and her virtuous mother, 
stretched on a couch, and, in all appearance, deprived 
of life. 

^The company will easily conceive what agonies I 
felt at such a spectacle ! I ran towards the spot in 
a transport of horror ! I clasped my lovely mistress 
in my arms, and, finding her stiU breathing, endeav- 
oured, but in vain, to wake her from the trance. 
[JWl] 
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Antonia was overwhehned with the same lethaigk 
power. My fancy was immediately struck with the 
apprehension of theur beuig poisoned. Regardless of 
my own situation, I alarmed the &mily, called for 
assistance, and requested the servants to summon 
Don Diego to the dUsmal scene. I was informed that 
their master had rode forth in manifest confusicm ; 
and while I pondered <m this surprising excursion, an 
apothecary in the nei^bourfaood entered the cham- 
ber, and having examined the pulses of the ladies, 
declared that their lives were in no danger, and 
advised that they should be undressed, and conv^ed 
to bed. While their women were busied in this 
employment, I went into the court-yard, attended 
by some of the servants with lights, in order to view 
the body of the man which I had found at my arrivaL 
His apparel was mean, his countenance ferocious; 
a long spado was budded to his thigh, and, in his 
belt, were stuck a brace of loaded pistols ; so that 
we concluded he was some thief, who had waited for 
an opportunity, and seeing the casement open, in- 
tended to rob the house, but was prevented, and 
slain by Don Diego himself whose retreat, however, 
did not a little confound our conjecture. For my 
own part, I remained all ni^t in the house, tortured 
with fear, vexation, and suspense. 

<<My hope was altogether disappointed by this 
onhi^py accident ; and I shuddered at the prospect 
of losing Serafina for ever, either by this mysterious 
malady, or by her marriage with Mendoza, which I 
now despaired of being able to defeat. The majcnr- 
domo having waited several hours for his lord'^s retoniy 
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without seeiiig him appear, thought proper to de« 
spatch a messenger to Don Manuel, with an account 
c^ what had happened ; and that noblaooan airiying 
in the nuNiiing, to<^ possessicm of the house. About 
four o^dock in the afternoon, Serafina began to stir, 
and, at five, she and her mother were perfectly 
awake. 

^They no sooner recovered the use of reflectiim, 
than they gave signs of equal sorrow and amazement, 
and earnestly called for Isabella, who was privy to 
our design, and who, after a very minute inquiry, 
was found in a lone and solitary chamber, where she 
had been coniBned. Such was the confusion of the 
house, that no person ever dreamed of asking how I 
entered, each domestic, in all probability, supposing 
I had been introduced by his fellow; so that I 
tarried unquestioned, on pretaice of concern for the 
distress of a fiunily in which I had been so gener- 
ously entertained, and, by Isabella, sent my respects 
and duty to her ladies. She was, therefore, not a 
little surprised, when, after every other servant had 
withdrawn, she heard the lovely Serafina exdaim^ 
with all the violence of grief, ^ Ah ! Isabella, Orlando 
is no more!' But their astonishment was still 
greater, when she assured them of my being alive, 
and in the house. They recounted to her the adven- 
ture of last night, which sheexplained, by informing 
them of the letters which Don Diego had intercepted. 
And they immediately concluded, that he had, in the 
predptation of his wrath, killed, by mistake, the per- 
son who was found dead in the court-yard. This 
conjecture alarmed them on my account; they, by 
VOL. II. — 18 [278] 
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the medium of Isabella, conjured me to leave the 
house, lest Don Diego should return, and accomplish 
his resentment ; and I was persuaded to withdraw, 
after I had settled the channel of a correspondence 
with the coniBdant. 

^^ Being now obliged to alter our measures, because 
our former intention was discovered by Don Diego, 
I secured a retreat for Serafina and her mother, at 
the house of the English consul in Seville, who was 
my particular friend ; and, next day, understanding 
from Isabella that her lord had not yet reappeared, 
and that Don Manuel was very uigent in his ad- 
dresses, we concerted an assignation in the gard^i, 
and that same evening I was fortunate enou^ to 
convey my prize to the asylum I had prepared tar 
their reception. Inexpressible was the rage of Men- 
doza, when he heard of their elopement. He raved 
like one deprived of reason — swore he would put all 
the servants of the &mily to the rad^ — and, in con- 
sequence of the intelligence he obtained by threats 
and promises, set on foot a very strict inquiry, in 
order to apprehend the fugitives and Orlando^ who 
had by some means or other incurred his suspicion. 

^ We eluded his search by the vigilance and caution 
of our kind host ; and, while we remained in conceal- 
ment, were extremely astonished to hear that the 
unfortunate Don Diego was proclaimed a traitor, and 
a price set upon his head. This information over- 
whelmed us all with the utmost affliction. Antonia 
lamented, without ceasing, the disgrace of her 
beloved lord, from whom she never would have with- 
drawn herself, but with the lively hope of a recon- 
[«74] 
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cOiatioQ, after the first traDsports of his ire should 
have subsided, and the real character of Orlando 
should have appeared. It was not long before we 
had reason to believe that Mendoza was the accuser 
of Don Diego — 

^Nay, start not, Signior; Manuel was actually 
that traitor! This was the turn of his revenge! 
when he found himself disappointed in the hope of 
possessing the incomparable Serafina, he took a base 
advantage of your absence and retreat. He posted 
to Madrid, impeached you to the secretary of state 
of having maintained a criminal correspondence 
with the enemies of Spain, included me in his 
accusation, as a spy for the house of Austria, and 
framed such a plausible tale, from the circumstances 
of your distress, that Don Diego was outlawed, and 
Mendoza gratified with a grant of his estate. 

*^ These melancholy incidents made a deep impres- 
sion upon the mind of the virtuous Antonia, who 
waiving every other consideration, would have per- 
sonally appeared for the vindication of her husband's 
honour, had not we dissuaded her fiY)m such a rash 
undertaking, by demonstrating her inability to con- 
tend with such a powerful antagonist; and repre- 
senting that her appearance would be infidlibly 
attended with the ruin of Serafina, who would cer- 
tainly fall into the hands of the villain to whom she 
had been contracted. We exhorted her to wait 
patiently for some happy revolution of fortune, and 
encouraged her with the hope of Don Diego's exert- 
ii^ himself effectually in his own defence. 

^ Meanwhile' our worthy landlord was suddenly 
[276] 
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cut off by deaHi ; and his widow being reserved to 
retire into her own country, we secretly embarked in 
the same ship, and arrived in F<ngland about eighteen 
months ago. Antonia still continued to pine over 
the ruin of her house ; as she could hear no tidings 
of Don Diego^ she concluded he was dead, and 
mourned with unabating sorrow. In vain I assured 
her, that, soon as my own affidrs diould be adjusted, 
I would exert my whole endeavours to find and suc- 
cour him. She could not imagine that a man of his 
spirit and disposition would live so long in obscurity. 
And her affliction derived new force from the deatii 
of the consults widow, with whom she had lived in 
the most unbounded intimacy and firiendship. From 
that day, her health evidently declined. She fore- 
saw her dissolution, and comforted horsdf with the 
hope of seeing her husband and her firi^id in a place 
where no treachery is felt, and no sorrow is known ; 
confident of my integrity, and the puriiy of my love, 
she, in the most pathetic terms, recommoided Sem- 
finatomy care. 

^Ha! weepest thou, fair excellenoe, at the re- 
membrance of that tender scene, when the good 
Antonia, on the bed of death, joined thy soft hand 
to mine, and said, ^ Renaldo, I bequeath this orphan 
to your love ; it is a sacred pledge, which, if you 
chi^ish with due honour and regard, internal peace 
and happiness will ever smile within your bosom; 
but if you treat it with indififerenoe, dishonour, or 
neglect, just Heaven will punish your breadi of trust 
with everlasting disappointments and disquiet.^ 

^Siguier Don Di^go, I see you are moved, and 
[«76] 
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therefore will not dwell on mxdk dktreMftd drcmn- 
stanoes. The esodUent Antonia exchanged thii Uiis 
for a more happy state; and so exquisite was the 
sorrow of the tender-hearted Serafina, as to torture 
me with the apprehension that she would not long 
survive her pious mother. How I obeyed the in- 
junctions of that departing saint, Monimia (for that 
name she now assumed) can testify, until that artful 
serpent Fathom glided into our mutual conficknce, 
abused our ears, poisoned our unsuspected faith, 
and effected that fatal breach, productive of all the 
misery and vexation which we hare suffered, and 
which is now so happily expelled.^ 

'^Heaven,"" said the Castilian, <'hath visited me 
for the sins and errors of my youth; yet, such 
mercy hath been mingled with its chastisements, I 
dare not murmur or repine. The tears of ponitenoe 
and sorrow shall water my Antonia'^s grave; as for 
Mendoza, I rejoice at his treachery, l^ which the 
obligation of my promise is cancelled, and my hon- 
our folly acquitted. He shall not triumph in his 
guilt. My services, my character, and innocence 
shall soon confront his perfidy, and, I hope, defeat 
his int^est. The Eing is just and gracious, nor is 
my fSunily and name unknown.^ 

Here tiie Jew interposing, presented to him a let- 
ter from a person of consequence at Madrid, whom 
Joshua had interested in the cause of Don Diego; that 
noUeman had already found means to rqiresent the 
case of Zdos to his Majesty, who had actually or- 
dered Don Manuel to be confined, until the injured 
person should appear to justify himsdf, and prose- 
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cate his accuser according to the terms of law. At 
the same time Don Diego was summoned to present 
himself before the King within a limited time, to 
answer to the chaige which Mendoza had brought 
against him. 

The Spaniaid^s heart OTerflowed with gratitude 
Ai^ joy, when he read this intimation ; he embraced 
the Jew, who, before Zelos could give utterance to 
his thoughts, told him that the Spanish Ambassa- 
dor at London, having been prepossessed in his fa- 
vour, craved the honour of seeing Don Diego ; and 
that he, Joshua, was ready to conduct him to the 
house. 

^^Thean is my heart at restP cried the Castil- 
ian ; *^ the house of Zelos once more duJl lift up its 
head. I shall again revisit my native country with 
honour, and abase the villain who hath soiled my 
fiune! O my children! this day is replete with 
such joy and satisfaction, as I did not think had 
be^i in the power of Heaven to grant, without the 
interposition of a miracle ! To you, Renaldo, to 
you illustrious lady, and to these worthy gentlemen, 
am I indebted for tiie restoration of that for whidi 
alone I wish to live; and when my heart ceases 
to retain the obligation, may I fo^yt the name 
of a Castilian, and scorn imd dishonour be my 
portion.'* 

Perhaps all Europe could not produce another 
company so happy as that which now sat down to 
dinner in the house of Madam Clement, whose own 
benevolent heart was peculiarly adapted for sudi 
enjoyment* The lovers feasted their eyes more than 
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their appetite, by a tender intercourse of glances, 
which needed not the slow interpretation of speech ; 
while the Spaniard regarded them alternately with 
looks of wonder and paternal joy, and every individ- 
ual surveyed the all-deserving pair with admiration 
and esteem. 

Serafina taking the advantage of this general satis- 
fection, when the heart, softened into complacency, 
deposits every violent thought : ^^ I must now,^ said 
she, ^^try my interest with Renaldo. The good 
company shall bear witness to my triumph or re- 
pulse. I do not ask you to forgive, but to withhold 
your vengeance from the wretched Fathom. His 
fraud, ingratitude, and villany are, I believe, imri- 
valled; yet his base designs have been defeated; 
and Heaven perhaps hath made him the involuntary 
instrument for bringing our constancy and virtue to 
the test; besides, his perfidy is ali^sady punished 
with the last d^;ree of human misery and dii^race. 
The doctor, who has traced him in all his conduct 
and vicissitudes of fortune, will draw a picture of his 
present wretchedness, which, I doubt not, will move 
your compassion, as it hath already excited mine.^ 

The generous hostess was ready to enforce this 
charitable proposal with all her eloquence when 
Melvil, with a look that well expressed his magna- 
nimity of love, replied, ^ Such a boon becomes the 
gentle Serafina! O! every mcmient furnishes me 
with fresh matter to admire the virtues of thy souL 
If thou, whose tender heart hath been so rent with 
misery and anguish, canst intercede for thy tormen- 
tor, who now suffers in his turn, shall I refuse to 
[879] 
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pardon the miserable wretdi i No^ let me glory in 
imitating the great example, and solicit Don IMego 
in bdialf of the same miscreant whose perfidious bar- 
booritj cost him such intokrable woe.^ ^^ Enough,^ 
cried the Castilian, ^ I have disclaimed the vindic- 
tive principles of a Spaniard ; and leave the miserap 
bk dbject to the sting of his own consdenoe^ whidi, 
soon or late, will not fidl to avenge the wrongs we 
have sustained from his deceit.^ 
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CHAPTER SIXTY-SIX 

THE HISTORY DRAWS KEAR A FBRIOD. 

UNIVERSAL was the applause wUch 
they acquired 1^ this noble sacrifice of 
their resentment. The afternoon was 
spent in the utmost harmony and good- 
humour ; and at the earnest solicitation of Renaldo, 
whose fancy still harboured the apprehensions of 
another separation, Don Diego consented that the 
indissoluble knot should be tied between that young 
gentleman and Serafina in two days, and the place 
appointed for the ceremony was ihe very church 
where they had been restored to the arms of each 
other. 

The lovely bride, with a silent blush that set her 
lover^s heart on fire, submitted to this determination, 
in consequence of which the company was bespoke 
for that auspicious hour, and the evening being pretty 
Ikr advanced, they took leave of the ladies, and 
retired to their respective homes ; Don Diego and 
his future son-in-law being reconducted to their 
lodgings, in the coach of the Jew, who, taking an 
opportunity of being alone with Melvil, observed 
that it would be necessary on this occasion to supply 
the Castilian with a sum of monqr, fai order to sup- 
[«81] 
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port his digniiy and independenoe^ in furnishing 
Serafina with everything suitable to her rank and 
merit ; and that he would willingly accommodate hira, 
provided he knew how to propose it so as to give no 
offence to his punctilious dispositimi. 

Renaldo, thanking him for this generous antidpa* 
tion, advised him to solicit the Spaniaid'^s corre- 
spondence in the way of business, and to put the 
whole on the footing of his own interest ; by which 
means Don Diego^s delicacy could sustain no affitmt. 
Fraught with this instruction, the Israelite desired a 
private audience of the Castilian, in which, after an 
Bpologj for the freedom of his demand, ^^Signicnr 
Don Diego,^ said he, ^^as your fortime hath been so 
long embezzled by your adversary in Spain, and your 
correspondence with that country entirely cut off, it 
is not to be supposed that your finances are at pres- 
ait in such a condition as to maintain the splendour of 
your family. Count de Melvil^s whole fortune is at 
your command ; and had not he be^i afraid of giving 
umbrage to the peculiar delicacy of your sentiments, 
he would have pressed you to use it for your conv^i- 
ienoe. For my own purt, over and above the indinn 
ation I have to serve Don Diego, I consult my owu 
private advantage in desiring you to accept my ser- 
vice on this occasion. Money is the chief commodity 
in which I deal, and, if you honour me with your 
commands, I shall be a gainer by my obedience.^ 

Don Diego replied, wi^ a smile that denoted how 

well he understood the meaning of this address, 

^ Surely, Signior, I am bound by ihe strongest ties 

to exert my utmost radeavours for your advantage; 

[S8S] 
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and I pray Grod this your proposal may haye that 
issue. I am well acquainted with the Count^s gener- 
osity and refined notions of honour; and too much 
obl^^ed by him aheady, to hesitate with punctilioua 
reserve in accepting his future assistance. Neverthe- 
less, since you have contrived a scheme for removing 
all scruples of that scnrt, I shall execute it with 
pleasure; and, in the form of business, you shall 
have all the security I can give for what dudl be 
necessary to answer my present occasions.^ 

The preliminaries bdng thus settled, Joshua ad- 
vanced for his use a thousand pounds, for which he 
would take neither bond, note, nor receipt, desiring 
only that the Castilian would mark it in his own 
pocket-book, that the debt might appear, in case 
any accident should befall the borrower. Although 
the Spaniard had been accustomed to the uncommon 
generosity of Melvil, he could not help wondering at 
this nobleness of behaviour, so little to be expected 
from any merchant, much less £rom a Jewish broker. 

While this affiur was on the anvil, Renaldo, who 
could no longer withhold the communication of his 
happiness from his sister and relations in Grermany, 
took up the pen, and, in a letter to his brother-in-law, 
recounted aU the circumstances of the surprising turn 
of fitte which he had experienced since his arrival in 
England. He likewise related the story of Don 
Diego, informed them of the day appointed for his 
nuptials, and entreated the Major to make a journey 
to London with his wife; or, if that should be 
impracticable, to come as far as Brussels, where they 
should be met by him and his Serafina. There was 
[S28S] 
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now bat one day b etween lum and the acoompliBh- 
nient of his deaiest wuh, and that was spent in pro- 
curing a licence, and adjusting the preparations fbr 
the grand festivaL Don Diego in the forenoon 
Tisited Madam Clement, to whom he repeated his 
warm acknowledgments of her bounty and maternal 
affection to his daughter, and presented to Serafina 
bank notes to the amount of five hundred pounds, to 
defray the necessary expense for her wedding orna- 
ments. 

All the previous stqMi being taken tor the solem- 
nisation of this inter^iiq; erent, and the hour of 
appointment arrived, the bridegroom, accompanied 
l^ his fkther-in-law, hastened to the place of rende*> 
▼ous, which was the vestry-room of the churdi im 
have already described ; where they were received by 
the good deigyman in his canonicals ; and here they 
had not waited many minutes, when they were joined 
by Madam Cl^nent and the amiable bride, escorted 
by the fiioidly {Aysidan^ who had all along bone 
such a share in their concemsi Serafina was droo s ud 
in a sack of white satin, and tiie ornaments of her 
head were adjusted in the Spanish fiuhion, which 
gave a peculiar air to her i^ipearance^ and an addi- 
tional spirit to those attractions whidi engaged the 
heart of each bdiolder. There was nothing remark- 
able in the habit of Renaldo, who had copied the 
plainness and d^ance of his mistress ; but, when she 
entered the place, his features were animated with a 
double proportion of vivadty, and their eyes meeting, 
seemed to kindle a blase wUch diflbsed warmth and 
joy through the coimtenances of all praMnt. 
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After a ahort paiue, heac father led her to the altar, 
and gave her away to the transported B^ialdoi before 
the priest who performed the ceremony, and bestowed 
tibe nuptial b^iediction on this enraptured pair. 
The sanction of the church being thus obtained, they 
withdrew into the vestiy, wh^re Melvil sealed his 
title on her rosy lips, and presented his wife to the 
oompany, who embraced her in their turns, with fer- 
vent wishes for their mutual happiness. 

Though the scene of this transaction was remote 
fixHn any inhabited neighbourhood, the church was 
surrounded by a crowd of people^ who, with uncom- 
mon d^nonstration of surprise and admiration, peti- 
tioned Heaven to bless so fair a couple. Such indeed 
was their eagerness to see them, that some lives were 
endangered by the pressure of the crowd, whidi 
attended them with loud acclamations to the coach, 
after the bridegroom had deposited in the hands of 
the mimster one hundred pounds for the benefit of 
the poor of that parish, and thrown several handfiils 
of money amcmg the multitude. Serafina re-embariced 
in Madam Clement^s convenioice^ with that good 
lady and Don Diego, while Renaldo, with the clergy- 
man and doctor, followed in Joshua'^s coach, to a 
jdeasant country-house upon the Thames, at a dis- 
tance of a few miles fix>m London. This the Jew 
had borrowed from the owner for a few days, and 
ikere they were received by that honest Hebrew, who 
had provided a very elegit entertainment for the 
occasion. He had also bespoke a small but excellent 
band of music^ which rq^ed their ears while they 
sat at dinner; and the afternoon being calm and 
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serene, he prevailed on them to take the air on the 
liver, in a barge which he had prepared for the 
purpose. 

But, notwithstanding this diversity of amusement, 
Renaldo would have found it the longest day he had 
ever passed, had not his imagination been diverted 
by an incident which employed his attention during 
the remaining part of the evening. They had drunk 
tea, and engaged in a party at whist, when they were 
surprised with a noise of contention from a public- 
house, that fronted the windows of the apartment in 
which they sat. Alarmed at this uproar, th^ forsook 
their cards, and, throwing up the casement, beheld a 
hearse surrounded by four men on horseback, who 
had stopped the carriage, and violently pulled the 
driver from his seat. This uncommon arrest had 
engaged the curiosity of the publican^s &mily, who 
stood at the door to observe the consequence, when 
all of a sudden appeared a person in canonicals, wdl 
mounted, who, riding up to those who maltreated 
the driver, bestowed upon one of them such a blow 
with the butt-end of his whip, as laid him sprawling 
on the ground ; and, springing from his saddle upon 
the box, took the reins into his own hand, swearing 
with great vehemence, that he would murder every 
man who should attempt to obstruct the hearse. 

The good priest who had married Roialdo was 
not a little scandalised at this ferocious behaviour in 
a clergyman, and could not help saying aloud, he 
was a disgrace to the cloth; when the horseman 
looking up to the window, replied, ^^ Sir, may I be 
d — ^n^d, if any man in England has a greater respect 
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toft the doth than I have ; but at present I am quite 
distracted.^ So saying, he whipped up the horses, 
and had actually disentangled the hearse from those 
who surrounded it, when he was opposed by another 
troop, one of whom alighted with great expedition, 
and cut the harness so as that he could not possibly 
proceed. Finding himself thus driven to bay, he 
leaped upon the ground, and exercised his weapon 
with such amazing strength and agility, that several 
of his antagonists were left motionless on the field, 
before he was overpowered and disarmed by dint of 
numbers, who assailed him on all sides. 

The mad parson being thus taken prisoner, an 
elderly person, of a veiy prepossessing appearance, 
went up to the^hearse, and, unbolting the door, a 
yoimg lady sprung out, and shrieking, ran directly 
to the public-house, to the infinite astonishment and 
aflright of the whole family, who believed it was the 
spirit of the deceased person, whose body lay in the 
carriage. Renaldo, who was with difiiculty restrained 
from interposing in behalf of the clergyman against 
such odds, no sooner perceived this apparition, than, 
supposing her to be some distressed damsel, his 
Quixotism awoke, he descended in an instant, and 
rushed into the house, among those that pursued the 
fair phantom. Don Di^o and the physician took 
the same road, while the real cleig3rman and Joshua 
tarried with the ladies, who were, by this time, very 
much interested in the event. 

Melvil found the young lady in the hands of the 
old gentleman, who had released her from the hearse, 
and who now bitterly upbraided her for her folly 
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and disobedifiDoe ; while she ptateeted with great 
yivacityy that idiatever she might suffer from his 
severity, she would never sulniiit to the hateful 
match he had proposed, nor Ineak the promise she 
had already made to the gentlanan who now 
attempted to rescue her from the tyranny ol a cruel 
fiskther. This declaration was followed by a plentiful 
shower of tears, which the father could not behold 
with unmoistened eyes, although he reviled her with 
marics of uncommon displeasure ; and tinning to the 
Count, ^^I appeal to you, sir,^ said he, ^^whether I 
have not reason to curse the undutifiil obstinacy of 
that pert baggage, and renounce her for ever as an 
alien to my blood. She has, for some months, been 
solicited in marriage by an honest citizen, a thirty 
thousand pound man; and instead of listening to 
such an advantageous proposal, she hath bestowed 
her heart upon a young fellow not worth a groat 
Ah ! you degenerate hussy, this comes of your plays 
and romances. If thy mother were not a wcHnan of 
an imexceptionable life and conversation, I should 
verily believe thou art no child of mine. Bun away 
with a b^;gar ! for shame ! ^ 

^^I suppose,^ replied Renaldo, ^^the person to 
whom your daughter's affecticm inclines, is that 
deigyman who exerted himself so manfully at the 
doarf" ^^ Clergjrman ! ^ cried the other, ^adad! 
he has more of the devil than the churdi about him. 
A ru£Ban ! he has, for aught I know, murdered the 
worthy gentleman whom I intaided for my son-in- 
law; and the rogue, if I had not kept out of his way, 
would, I suppose, have served me with the same sauce. 
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Me ! who have be^i his master for many years, and 
had resolved to make a man of him. Sir, he was my 
own clerk, and this is the return I have met with 
from the serpent which I cherished in my bosom.^ 

Here he was interrupted by the arrival of the 
dtizen for whom he had expressed such concern ; that 
gentleman had received a contusion upon one eye; 
fay which the sight was altogether obstructed, so 
that he concluded he should never retrieve the use of 
that organ, and with great clamour took all the 
spectators to witness the injury he had sustained ; he 
entered the room with manifest perturbation, de- 
manded satisfaction of the father, and peremptorily 
declared it should not be a lost eye to him if there 
was law in England. This unseasonable demand, 
and the boisterous manner in which it was made, did 
not at all suit the present humour of the old gentle- 
man, who told him peevishly he owed him no eye, 
and bade him go and ask reparation of the person 
who had done him wrong. 

The young lady snatching this fitvourable occasion, 
earnestly entreated Melvil and his company to inter- 
cede with her father in behalf of her lover, who, she 
assured them, was a young gentleman of a good 
&mily, and uncommon merit ; and in compliance 
with her request they invited him and his daughter 
to the house in which they lodged, where they would 
be disencumbered of the crowd which this dispute 
had gathered together, and more at leisure to consult 
about the measures necessary to be taken. The old 
gentleman thanked them for their courtesy, which 
he did not think proper to refuse, and while he led, 
VOL. II.— 19 [S89J 
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or rather hauled Mademoiselle over the way, under 
the auspices of the Castilian, Renaldo set the lover 
at liberty, made him a tender of his good offices, and 
advised him to wait at the public-house for an happy 
issue of their n^otiation. 

The pseudo-parson was very much affected by this 
generous proffer, for which he made suitable acknowl- 
edgments, and protested before Grod he would die 
a thousand deaths rather than part with his dear 
Charlotte. Her father no sooner entered the apart- 
ment, than he was known by Joshua to be a con- 
siderable trader in the city of London, and the 
merchant was glad to find himself among his 
acquaintance. He was so full of the story which 
had brought him thither, that he had scarce sat 
down when he began to complain of his hard &te, in 
having an only child who was so mean, stubborn, 
and contumacious; and every sentence was con- 
cluded with an apostrophe of reproaches to the 
delinquent. 

The Jew having allowed him to ring out his alarm, 
condoled his misfortune, and gravely counselled the 
young lady to wean her affections from such an 
unworthy object, for he supposed her favourite was 
a man of no principle, or liberal endowments, other- 
wise her father would not exclaim so bitterly against 
her conduct. Charlotte, who wanted neither beauty 
nor understanding, assured him that her lover^s char- 
acter was, in all respects, unblemished, for the truth 
of which assertion she appealed to her papa, who 
owned, with reluctance, that the young man was a 
gentleman by birth, that he had served him with re- 
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maikaUe diligence and int^^ty, and that his aooom- 
plishments were hr superior to his station in life. 
^ But then,^ said he, ^^ the fellow has not a shilling 
of his own, and would you have me give away my 
daughter to a beggar?^ 

" Grod forbid ! ^ cried the Jew, ** I alwa3rs under- 
stood you possessed an ample fortune, and am sony 
to find it otherwise.** " Otherwise ! ^ cried the citi- 
zen, with some acrimony, ^^ take care what you say, 
sir ; a merchant's credit is not to be tampered with.** 
**I beg your pardon,** answered the Hebrew, "I 
concluded that your circumstances were bad, because 
you objected to the poverty of the youpg man after 
you had owned he was possessed of every other 
qualification to make your daughter happy ; for it is 
not to be imagined that you would thwart her 
inclinations, or seek to render an only child miser- 
able on account of an obstacle which you yourself 
could easily remove. Let us suppose you can afford 
to give with your daughter ten thousand pounds, 
which would enable this young man to live with credit 
and reputation, and en^ige advantageously in trade, 
for which you say he is well qualified, the alternative 
then will be, whether you would rather see her in 
the arms of a deserving youth whom she loves, enjoy- 
ing all the comforts of life with a moderate fortune, 
which it will alwajrs be in your own power to improve, 
or tied for life to a monied man whom she detests, 
cursing her hard fate, and despising that superfluity 
of wealth, in spite, of which she finds herself so truly 
wretched.** 

The old gentleman seemed to be startled at this 
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obsenration, which was remforoed by Renaldo^s say- 
ing, that he would, moreoyer, enjoy the unutterable 
pleasure of giving happiness to a worthy man, whose 
gratitude would co-operate with his love, in approv- 
ing himself a dutiful son, as well as an affectionate 
husband. He then represented the fiunily disquiets 
and dismal tragedies produced from such mercenary 
and compulsive matches, and, in conclusion related 
the story of Don Di^;o and his daughter, which 
when the merchant heard, he started up with marks 
of terror in his countenance, and, throwing up the 
casement, called upon Valentine with great vodfera- 
tion. This was the name of his daughter's admirer, 
who no sooner heard the summons than he flew to 
the spot from whence it came, and the merchant, 
without any further preamble, seizing his hand, 
joined it with that of Charlotte, saying, with great 
trepidation, ** Here, take her, in the name of God, 
and thank this honourable company for your good 
fortune."" 

The lovers were transported with exquisite joy at 
this sudden determination in their favour. Valai- 
tine, having kissed the hand of his mistress with all 
the eagerness of rapture, and acknowledged the mer- 
chant's generosity, paid his respects to the ladies 
with a very polite address, and with demonstrations 
of uncommon gratitude and sensibility, thanked the 
gentlemen, and the Count in particular, for their 
good offices, to which he attributed the happiness he 
now enjoyed. While Serafina and. Madam Clement 
caressed the amiable Charlotte, the rest of the com- 
pany congratulated her admirer upon his dioioe and 
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success, though the dergyman could not help repre* 
hending him for profiming the sacerdotal habit. 

Valentine heartily asked pardon for having given 
such cause of offence, and hoped he should be for- 
given, as it was a disguise which he thought abso- 
lutely necessaiy for the execution of a scheme upon 
whidi his happiness depended. He then, at the 
request of Renaldo, unfolded the mystery of the 
hearse, by giving them to understand that Charlotte^s 
&ther having got inkling of their mutual passion, 
had dismissed his cleric, and conveyed his daughter 
to a coimtry-house in the neighbourhood of London, 
in order to cut off their correspondence ; notwith- 
standing these precautions they had found means to 
communicate with each other by letters, which were 
managed by a third person ; and his rival being very 
importunate in his solicitations, they had concerted 
the expedient of the hearse, which he provided and 
conducted through a road contiguous to the end of 
the merchant's garden, where Charlotte, being 
apprised of the design, waited for its approach, and 
embarked in it without hesitation. Valentine 
thought himself sufficiently screened from discovery 
by his disguise^ but he was unfortunately met by a 
servant of the family, who recollected his features, 
and immediately gave the alarm, upon which the 
&ther and his friends took horse, and pursued them 
by two different roads, until they were overtaken at 
this place. 

He had scarce finished this short relation, when 
his rival, bluntly entering the apartment, with an 
handkerchief tied round his eye, committed Valentine 
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to the charge of a constaUe, who attended him, by 
a warrant from a justice of the peace in that neigh- 
bourhood, and threatened to prosecute the merchant 
on an action of damages for the loss of an eye, which 
he said he had sustained in his service. The com- 
pany endeavoured to appease this citizen, by repre- 
senting that his misfortime was no other than a 
common inflammation, nor was it owing to malice 
aforethought, but entirely to the precipitate passicm 
of an incensed young man, who, by the bye, acted 
in his own defence. At the same time the merchant 
promised to make any reasonable satisfaction, upcm 
which the other demanded an obligation, importing 
that he would, in ten days from the date, bestow 
upon him his daughter in marriage, with a portion 
of fifteen thousand pounds, or, in case of feulure, pay 
him double the sum. 

The merchant, exasperated at this extravagant 
demand, told him flatly he had already disposed of 
his daughter to Valentine, who, he believed, was a 
much more deserving man, and that he was ready to 
wait upon the magistrate who had granted the 
warrant, in order to give bail for his fbture son-in- 
law. This was a mortifying declaration to the 
plaintifi^, though he condoled himself with the hope 
of being a gainer by the loss of his eye, and now the 
pain was over would have been very sorry to find 
his sight retrieved. The old gentleman, Joshua, 
and Renaldo accompanied the prisoner to the house 
of the justice, where he was immediately admitted to 
baiL Upon their return Valentine shifted his dress, 
and they supped together with great cordiality and 
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mirthy maintained at the expense of the discaided 
lover. 

After supper Don Di^;o walked a minuet with 
Madam Clement; fi3r whom, by this time, he had 
contracted an extraordinary degree of affection. 
Valentine had the honoiu: to dance with the incom- 
parable Serafina, whose beauty and attractions 
dazzled the eyes of the new-comers, and struck her 
bashful partner with awe and confusion ; and Melvil 
presented his hand to the agreeable Charlotte, who 
performed so much to the satisfaction of her father, 
that he could not help expressing his joy and pride. 
He praised Grod for throwing him in ihe way of our 
company, and engaged the clergyman to unite the 
young couple, after having appointed a day for the 
ceremony, and invited all present to the wedding. 
The evening having been insensibly consumed in 
these avocations, and the night pretty far advanced, 
the ladies withdrew without ceremony; and the 
retreat of Serafina filled Renaldo^s breast with tumult 
and emotion ; his blood began to flow in impetuous 
tides, his heart to beat with redoubled vigoiu: and 
velodty, while his -eyes seemed to flash with more 
than hiunan splendour. Now his imagination began 
to anticipate with the enthusiastic rage of an inspired 
sibyl ; he was instantaneously transported from the 
conversation, and ev&ry nerve was braced to such a 
d^^ree of impatience, that human nature could not 
long endure the tension. 

He, therefore, having withstood the impulse about 
a quarter of an hoiu:, at length gave way to his 
impetuaisity,and,springing from his friends,found him- 
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self in a dark passage, at the fiBurther end of whidi he 
perceived Madam Clement coming out of a chamber 
with a light, which, at sight of him, she set down, and 
vanished in a moment. This was the star that pointed 
to his paradise; he hailed the signal, entered the 
apartment, and, like a lion, rushing on his prey, 
approached the nuptial bed, where Serafina, sur- 
rounded by all the graces of beauiy,softne8s,sentiment, 
and truth, lay trembling as a victim at the altar, and 
strove to hide her blushes from his view — the door 
was shut, the light extinguished — he owned his lot 
was more than mortal man could claim. 

Here let me draw the decent veil that ought to 
shade the secret mysteries of Hymen. Away, un- 
hallowed scoffers, who profiwe, with idle pleasantry 
or immodest hint, these holy rites ; and leave those 
happy lovers to enjoy, in one another's arms, unutter- 
able bliss, the well-earned palm of virtue and of 
constancy, which had undergone the most severe 
refinement. A more deserving pair night^s curtain 
shrouds not in its dark extent. 

The thoughts of Renaldo^s felicity threw a damp 
on the spirits of Valentine, who saw the term of his 
probation protracted a few days longer, and could 
not help wishing in his heart that he had achieved 
the adventure which would have abridged his ex- 
pectation, though at the expense of the old gentle- 
man^s displeasure. He filled a bumper to the 
health of the bride and bridegroom, and throwing up 
his eyes with marks of admiration, exclaimed, ^ How 
happy is the Count! alas! five days longer must I 
rdn my impatience !^ ^It is but reasonable, you 
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rogue, that your betters should have the start of 
you,^ said the merchant, who did him justice in the 
glass, and counselled him to drown his impatience 
with good daret. The youth followed his advice, 
and it was late before the company retired to 
rest. 

These citizens, however, resolved to seize an oppor- 
tunity of rallying the new-married couple, according 
to custom, and with that view arose early in the 
morning, on the supposition of finding iliem still 
adeep; but they were not a little surprised, when 
they entered the break&sting room, to see Renaldo, 
and his amiable bed-fellow, already dressed, and 
awaiting to do the honours of the house. The old 
geitleman would fain have cracked a joke upon their 
extraordinary despatch, but he was so much overawed 
by the dignity and tamed by the sweetness of Sera- 
final's carriage, that he diurst not give utterance to 
his conception; and Valentine stood silent and 
abashed, as in the presence of a superior being. 
After break&st these geitlemen and Charlotte again 
expressed their sense of the obligations they owed to 
this happy family, repeated their invitation, and, 
taking leave, returned to London in a coach that was 
provided overnight. 

Our friends being thus left to themselves, Don 
I>i^;o turned towards Melvil: ^Now,^ said he, 
^ that I have jrielded to the impatience of yoiu: love, 
as well as to tiie eagerness of my own desire to make 
you happy, I must b^ leave to interrupt, for a little 
while, the stream of your mutual pleasure, and pro- 
pose a melancholy excursion, which, however, will not 
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be wholly void of enjoyment. I have too long de- 
layed the performance of my duty at Antonia*s grave 

— let us spend the forenoon in that pious pilgrimage 

— I will drop a few tears to the memory of that 
excellent woman, and never afterwards shall my fiiends 
be troubled with my griet"" 

The proposal being universally approved, they set 
out for the place, which had oft been visited by the 
gentle Serafina, who conducted her father to a black 
marUe stone, which Renaldo had ordered to be laid 
over the grave; and, as he kneeled to kiss the 
monument, he perceived this plain inscription in the 
Spanish tongue : — Antoma de Zdoa primera en todo 
to queesser buenOyjf sin tegimdo en todo lo que J\i€ 
9er deedichado^ quedad con DiosI that is, Anionia de 
Zehs^ unmatched in virtue y and unequalled in mi^or* 
tuney adieu! '' O faithful record i"" cried the Castil- 
ian, smiting his breast, while his tears distilled upcm 
the marble, ^ thy goodness was the gift of Heaven, 
but thy misfortunes were derived from the guilt of 
Don Diego ; yet his soitow shall expiate his offence, 
and his penitence find favour in the sight of Heaven ! 
Rest, rest, ill-fated virtue! — eternal peace shall 
guard thy tomb, and angels minister to thy unspotted 
shade ; nor shall thine ashes lie in dark obscurity : 
here will I raise a monument, more suited to thy 
excellence and name.*^ Serafina melted with filial 
tenderness ; nor were the rest unmoved at this affedr 
ing scene, which Don Di^;o did not quit vdthout 
reluctance. 
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CHAPTER SIXTY-SEVEN 

THE LONGEST AND THE LAST. 

THE nature of this visit had softened every 
heart, and saddened every countenance ; 
and they walked in solemn silence to the 
other side of the church-yard, in order to 
r^^ain their carriages ; when, at the turning of the 
stile, they saw a young woman, in wretched attire, 
running out of a poor habitation, wringing her 
hands in all the agony of despair. Notwithstanding 
the distraction in her coimtenance, and the meanness 
of her apparel, she discovered a regularity of features, 
and a delicacy of air, which did not at all correspond 
with the misery of her equipage. These exhibitions 
of extreme distress soon attracted the notice and 
compassion of our company, and Mdvil^s beauteous 
help-mate, accosting this forlorn damsel with a pily- 
breathing aspect, asked the cause of her disorder. 

*^ Alas ! dear lady,^ cried the other, with all the 
emphasis of woe,^an unhappy gentleman now breathes 
his last within this inhospitable hovel, amidst such 
excess of misery as would melt the most flinty bosom. 
What then must I feel, who am connected with him 
by the strongest ties of love and conjugal affection ? ^ 
^ Who is the unfortunate object ? ^ said the physician. 
[899] 
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** He was once well known in the gay world,^ replied 
the young woman ; *^ his name is Fathom.^ Every 
individual of the company started at mention of that 
detested name. Serafina began to tremble with 
emotion ; and Benaldo, after a short pause, declared 
he would go in, not with a view to exult over his 
misery, but in order to contemplate the catastrophe 
of such a wicked life, that the moral might be the 
more deeply engraved on his remembrance. The 
young Countess, whose tender heart could not bear 
the shock of such a spectacle, retired to the coach 
with Madam Clement and the Jew, while Renaldo, 
accompanied by the rest, entered a dismal apartment, 
altogether void of furniture and convenience, where 
they beheld the wretched hero of these memoirs 
stretched almost naked upon straw, insensible, con- 
vulsed, and seemingly in the grasp of death. He 
was worn to the bone either by fiunine or distemper; 
his face was overshadowed with hair and filth ; his 
eyes were sunk, glazed, and distorted; his nostrils 
dilated ; his lips covered with a black slough ; and 
his complexion faded into a pale clay-coloiu:, tending 
to a yellow hue. In a word, the extremity of indigence, 
squalor, and distress could not be more feelingly 



While Melvil perused this melancholy lesson, and 
groaning, cried, *'*' Behold the fate of man ! ^ he per- 
ceived a letter in the right hand of the unfortunate 
Fathom, which lay &st clenched across his breast 
Curious to know the contents of this paper, which 
the young woman said he had kept in that position 
for several days, he drew nearer the wretched couch, 
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and was not a litUe surprised to see it addressed to 
the Right Honourable Renaldo Count de Melvil, to 
the care of Mr. Joshua Manesseh, merchant in Lon- 
don* When he attempted to disengage this billet 
from the author^s hand, the sorrowing female fell 
upon her knees, entreating him to desist, and telling 
him, she had promised, upon oath, to communicate 
the contents to no person upon earth, but to cany 
the letter, upon her husband^s decease, to the gentle- 
man to whose care it was directed. 

Renaldo assured her, upon his honour, that he was 
the very Renaldo Count de Melvil, for whom it was 
intended ; and the young creature was so much con- 
founded at this information, that, before she could rec- 
ollect herself, Melvil had opened the billet, and read 
thesewords: *^ If this paper should fell into the hands 
of the noble Renaldo, he will understand, that Fathom 
was the most execrable traitor that ever imposed upon 
unsuspecting benevolence, or attempted to betray a 
generous benefactor. His whole life was a series of 
fraud, perfidy, and the most abominable ingratitude. 
But, of all thecrimesthatlay heavy upon his soul, his 
being accessory to the death of the incomparable Ser- 
afina, whose father he had also robbed, was that for 
which he despaired of Heaven^s forgiveness, notwith- 
standing the dreadful compunction and remorse whidi 
have long preyed upon his heart, together with the 
incredible misery and deplorable death which by this 
time he hath undergone. Though these sufferings 
and sorrows cannot atone for his enormous guilt, per- 
haps they will excite the compassion of the humane 
CcKmt de Melvil ; at least, this confessicm, which my 
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oonacience dictates under all the tenon of death and 
futurity, may be a waniing for him to avoid heiK^forth 
a smilhig villain, like the execrable Fathom, upon 
whose miserable soul Almighty Grod have mercy.^ 

Renaldo was deeply afiected with the contents of 
this scroll, which denoted sudi horror and despair. 
He saw there could be no dissimulation or sinister 
design in this profession of penitence. He beheld 
the condition of the writer, which put all his humane 
passions in commotion ; so that he remembered noth- 
ing of Fathom but his present distress. He could 
scarce maintain those indications whidi might have 
been justly deemed the efiect of weakness and infirm- 
ity ; and having desired the physician and clergyman 
to contribute their assistance for the benefit of that 
wretches soul and body, he ran to the coadi, and com- 
municated the letter to the ladies ; at the same time 
drawing a picture of the object he had seen, whidi 
brought tears into the eyes of the geitle Serafina, 
who earnestly entreated her lord to use his endeavours 
for the relief and recovery of the unhappy man, that 
he might, if possible, live to enjoy the benefit of ma- 
ture repentance, and not die in that dreadful despair 
which he manifested in the letter. 

Renaldo, returning to the house^ found the pious 
clergyman reading prayers with great fervency, while 
Don Di^;o stood with his right hand upon his breast, 
looking steadfastly upon the agonising Fathom, and 
the young woman kneeled, with her streaming eyes 
lifced up to heaven, in an ecstasy of grief and devotion. 
Ihe ph3rsician had run to an apothecary^s shop in 
the neighbouriioody from whence he soon returned 
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wifh an amstant, who applied a laige blister to the 
back of the miserable patient, while the female, by 
the doctor^s direction, moistened his mouth with a 
cordial which he had prescribed. 

These charitable steps being taken, Comit de Mel- 
vil entreated the apothecary^s servant to procure a 
tent-bed for the accommodation of the sick person with 
all imaginable despatch ; and, in less than an hour, 
one was actually pitched, and Fathom lifted into it, 
after he had been shifted, and in some measure puri- 
fied from the dr^ of his indigence. During this 
transaction the ladies were conducted to a tavern 
not far off, where dinner was bespoke, that they 
might be at hand to see the effect of their charity, 
which was not confined to what we have already 
described, but extended so far, that, in a little time, 
the apartment was comfortably furnished, and the 
young creature provided with change of apparel, 
and money to procure the necessaries of subsistence. 

Notwithstanding all their care, the wretched 
Fathom still remained insensible, and the doctor 
pronounced a very unfavourable prognostic, while he 
ordered a pair of additional vesicatories to be laid 
upon his arms, and other proper medicines to be ad- 
ministered. After dinner, the ladies ventured to visit 
the place, and when Serafina crossed the threshold, 
the weeping female fell at her feet, and, kissing 
her robe, exclaimed, ** Sure you are an angel from 
heaven.*^ 

The alteration in her dress had made a very agree- 
able change in her appearance, so that the Countess 
could now look upon her without shuddering at her 
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distress. And, as Fathom was not in a condition to 
be disturbed, she took this opportunity of inquiring 
by what steps that unfortunate wretch was conveyed 
firom the prison, in which she knew he had been con* 
fined, to the place where he now lay in such extremity; 
and by what occurrence he had found a wife in such 
an abyss of misfortune. Here the other^s tears began 
to flow afresh. ^ I am ashamed,^ said she, ^ to reveal 
my own folly; yet I dare not refuse a satisfistction of 
this kind to a person who has laid me under sudi 
signal obligations.^ 

She then proceeded to relate her story, by which 
it appeared, she was no other than the fidr and 
unhappy Elenor, whom the artfiil Fathom had de- 
bauched upon his first arrival in town, in the manner 
already described in these memoirs. ** Heaven,^ con- 
tinued she, ^^was pleased to restore the use of my 
reason, which I had lost when I found mjrself aban- 
doned by the Count; but, all my connexion with 
my own family being entirely cut ofi; and every door 
shut against a poor creature who could procure no 
recommendation, except the certificate signed by the 
physician of Bedlam, which, instead of introducing 
me to service, was an insurmountable objection to 
my character, I found myself destitute of all means 
of subsisting, unless I would condescend to live the 
infamous and wretched life of a courtezan, an expedi- 
ent rendered palatable by the terrors of want, co- 
operating with the reflection of the irretrievable loss 
I had already sustained. I ask pardon for ofiending 
your chaste ears with this impure confession of my 
guilt, which, Heaven knows, I then did, and now do 
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look upon with abhorrence and detestation. I had 
akeady forfeited my innocence, and wanted resolu- 
tion to encounter misery and death. Nevertheless, 
before I could determine to embrace the condition 
of a prostitute, I was one day accosted in the Park 
by an elderly gentleman who sat down by me upon 
a bench, and, taking notice of the despondence which 
was evident in my countenance, pressed me to make 
him acquainted with the nature of my misfortune. 
So much sjrmpathy and good sense appeared in his 
deportment and conversation, that I gratified his 
request, and he, in return for my confidence, saved 
me from the most horrible part of my prospect, by 
taking me into his protection, and reserving me for 
his own appetite. In this situation I lived a whole 
year, until I was deprived of my keeper by an apo- 
plectic fit, and turned out of doors by his relations, 
who did not, however, strip me of the clothes and 
moveables which I owed to his bounty. Far fit>m 
being as yet reconciled to a vicious life, I resolved to 
renounce the paths of shame, and, converting my 
effects into ready money, hired a small shop, and 
furnished it with haberdashery ware, intending to 
earn an honest livelihood by tiie sale of these com- 
modities, together with the plain work in which I 
hoped to be employed so soon as my talents should 
be known. But this scheme did not answer my 
expectation. The goods spoiled upon my hands, 
and, as I was a stranger in the neighbouihood, no- 
body would intrust me with any other business. 
So tliat, notwithstanding the most parsimonious 
economy, I ran in debt to my landlon]^ who seized 
VOL. u.— SO [805] 
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my effects ; and an hosier, from whom I had received 
some parcels upon credit, took out a writ against 
me, by yirtue of which I was arrested and impris- 
oned in the Marshalsea, where I found my fint 
seducer. Grood Heaven ! what did I feel at this- 
unexpected meeting, overwhelmed as I was before 
with my own distress ! I with a loud scream feinted 
away, and, when I recovered, found myself in the 
arms of Mr. Fathom, who wept over me with great 
affliction. All his prospects of gaiety had now 
vanished, and his heart was softened by his own mis- 
fortunes, to a feeling of another^s woe, as well as to 
a due sense of his own guilt He expressed the 
deepest sorrow for having been the occasion of my 
ruin, endeavoured to comfort me with a promise of 
assbtance, and indeed, by practising medicine among 
the prisoners, made shift to keep us both from starv- 
ing. But surely no sinner underwent such severe 
remorse as that which he suffered during his impris- 
onment. From the day of our meeting, I never once 
saw him smile ; a melancholy doud continually over- 
hung his countenance. He numbered the minutes 
by his groans, he used to start with horror from his 
sleep, and, striking his breast, would exdaim, 'O 
Elenor ! I am the worst of villains ! ^ Sometimes he 
seemed disordered in his brain, and raved about 
Benaldo and Monimia. In a word, his mind was 
in a dreadfid situation, and all his agonies were com- 
municated to me, whom by this time he had married, 
in order to make some atonement for my wrongs. 
Wretched as he then was, I remembered the accom- 
plished youth who had captivated my viigin heart, 
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the old impressions still remained, I saw his peni- 
tence, pitied his misfortime, and his wife being dead, 
consented to join his &te, the ceremony having been 
performed hy a fellow-prisoner, who was in orders. 
Though his hard-hearted creditor had no other chance 
of being paid, than that of setting him at liberty, 
he lent a deaf ear to all our supplications ; and tUs 
cruelty conspiring with the anguish of my husband^s 
own reflection, affected his health and spirits to such 
a d^ree, that he could no longer earn the miserable 
pittance which had hitherto supported our lives. 
Then our calamities began to multiply. Indigence 
and fisunine stared us in the face ; and it was with 
the utmost difficulty that we resisted their attacks, 
by selling or pledging our wearing apparel, tmtil 
we were left almost quite naked, when we found our- 
sdves discharged by an act passed for the relief of 
insolvent debtors. This charitable law, which was 
intended for a consolation to the wretched, proved 
to us the most severe disaster ; for we were turned 
out into the streets, utterly destitute of food, rai- 
ment, and lodging, at a time when Mr. Fathom was 
•o weakened by his distemper, that he could not 
stand alone. I supported him from door to door, 
imploring the compassion of charitable Christians, 
and was at length permitted to shelter him in this 
miserable place, where his disease gaining ground, 
he lay three dajrs in that deplorable condition, from 
which he hath now been rescued, though I fear too 
late, by your humanity and benevolence.^ 

She shed a flood of tears at the conclusion of this 
mournful tale, which did not fail to afiect the whole 
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audience, especially Serafina, who assured her, that, 
whatever should happen to her husband, she might 
depend upon finding fatvour and protection, pro- 
vided her conduct should correspond with her pro- 
fessions. While this grateful creature kissed the 
hand of her kind benefiictress. Fathom uttered a 
groan, began to stir in the bed, and with a languid 
voice called upon Elenor, who, instantly withdrawing 
the curtain, presented the whole company to his 
view. He had now retrieved the use of his per- 
ception by the operation of the Uisters, which began 
to torture him severely ; he looked around him with 
amazement and affiright, and distinguishing the three 
persons against whom the chief arrows of his firaoid 
and treachery had been levelled, he concluded that 
he was now arrived at the land of departed souls, 
and that the shades of those whom he had so griev- 
ously injured were come to see him tormented accord- 
ing to his demerits. 

Fraught with this notion, which was confirmed by 
the bodily pain which he felt, and the appearance 
of the deigyman and Joshua, whom he mistook for 
the ministers of vengeance, he cried in a tone replete 
with horror, ** Is there no mercy then for penitoM^e ? 
Is there no pity due to the miseries I suffered upcm 
earth? Save me, O bountiful Heaven! fix>m the 
terrors of everlasting woe ; hide me from these dread- 
ful executioners, whose looks are torture. Foigive 
me, generous Castilian. O Renaldol thou hadst 
once a tender heart I dare not lift my eyes to 
Serafina ! that pattern of human excellence, who tell 
a victim to my atrocious guilt ; yet her aspect is all 
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mildness and compassion. Hah ! are not these the 
drops of pity? Yes, they are the tears of mercy. 
They fsdl like refreshing diowers upon my drooping 
sool! Ahy murdered innocence! wilt thou not in- 
tercede for thy betrayer at the throne of grace !^ 

Here he was interrupted by Melvil, who with a 
grave and solemn air pronounced, '^ Great hath been 
thy guilt, unhappy Ferdinand, and great have been 
thy sufferings. Yet we come not to insult, but to 
alleviate ihy distress. Providence hath kindly de- 
feated thy dire intentions, which we therefore now 
forgive and transmit to oblivion, whether it be thy 
lot to yield up thy spirit immediately, or to survive 
the dangerous malady with which thou art at pres- 
ent overwhelmed. Suffer not thjrself to despair ; for 
the mercy of Heaven is infinite ; and submit to the 
directions of this worthy gentleman, who will employ 
his skill for thy recovery, while we shall take care 
to fimiish thee with necessary attaidance. As too 
much speaking may be prejudicial to thy health, I 
dispense with thy reply, and exhort thee to compose 
thyself to rest^ So saying, he drew the curtain, and 
the company retired, leaving Fathom entranced with 
wonder. 

The next step which Renaldo took for the benefit 
of this wretched penitent, was to send for the apothe- 
cary, with whom he left a sum of money to be ex- 
pended for the convenience of Fathom and his wife ; 
then he laid injtmctions upon the physician to repeat 
his visits; and that gentleman, together with the 
clergyman and Joshua, taking leave of the others tiU 
next day, the Count set out with the ladies and his 
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fiither-in-Iaw to the house where they had lo<^;ed 
the preoedmg night. 

The reader may well imagine the conversation of 
the evening turned wholly upon the strange occur- 
rence of the day, which seemed to have been am* 
certed by supernatural prescience, in order to satisfy 
the vengeance, and afford matter of triumph to the 
generosity of those who had been so grievously 
injured by the guilty Fathom, Though not one of 
them would say that such a miscreant ought to live^ 
yet all concurred in approving the offices of human- 
ity which had been performed, and evea endeavoured 
to find specious pretext for vindicating their compas- 
sion. Don Di^o said, it would ill become a trans- 
gressor like him to withhold his foigiveness fix>m a 
sinner who had wronged him. Madam danent 
appealed to the approbation of Heaven, which had 
undoubtedly directed them that way, for the purpose 
they had fulfilled. Serafina observed, that the crimes 
of the delinquent were obliterated by his sottow, 
misery, and repentance. Renaldo honestly owned, 
that, exclusive of other reasons, he could not deay 
himself the luxurious enjoyment of communicating 
happiness to his feUow-creatures in distress ; and each 
fervently prayed, that their charity might not be dis- 
appointed by the death of the object. 

While they amused themselves in these discussions. 
Fathom, after having lain some hours silent, in con- 
sequence of Renaldo^s advice, could no longer sup- 
press the astonishment of his mind, but, addressing 
himself to his wife, ^^ O Elenor ! "^ said he^ ^ my 
delirium is now past ; though I still remember the 
[810] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



REDEEMED FROM DEATH 

phantasies of my distempered brain. Among other 
reveries, my imagination was regaled with a vision 
so perfect and distinct, as to emulate truth and real- 
ity. Methought Count de Melvil, Don Di^o de 
Zelos, and the divine Serafina, the very persons who 
are now crying before the throne of Heaven for 
vengeance against the guilty Fathom, stood by my 
bedside, with looks of pity and forgiveness ; and that 
Renaldo spoke peace to my despairing soul. I heard 
the words distinctly. I retain them in my memory. 
I saw the tears trickle from Serafina^s eyes. I heard 
her fietther utter a compassionate sigh ; and should 
actually believe that they were personally present, 
had not I long ago seen with my own eyes the funeral 
procession of that young lady, whose wrongs God 
pardon ; and were I not convinced that such a meet- 
ing could not be effected without the immediate and 
miraculous interposition of Heaven. Yet everything 
I now see corresponds with the words of Renaldc^ 
which still sound in my ears. When my perception 
forsook me, I lay in the most abject misery, among 
straw ; and thou, poor injured innocence, wast naked 
and forlorn. Now, I find myself reposed in a warm, 
easy, comfortable bed. I see around me the marks 
of human charity and care, and the favourable change 
in thy appearance glads my poor dejected heart 
Say, whence this happy alteration? Do I really 
nwake from that dream of miseiy in which we have 
continued so long ? or do I still utter the extravagant 
ravings of a distempered brain ?^ 

Elenor was afraid of imparting at once all the par- 
ticulars of the happy change he had undergone, lest 
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they might lea^e a dangerous unpiession upon his 
fatncy, which was not yet duly composed. She ccm- 
tented herself, therefore, wilh telling him, that he 
had been obliged to the humanity of a gentleman 
and lady, who chanced to pass that way by accident, 
and who, understanding his deplorable case, had 
furnished him with the conveniences which he now 
enjoyed. She then presented to him what the doctcHr 
had directed her to administer, and, admonishing 
him to commit his head to the pillow, he was fitvoured 
with a breathing sweat, fell fast asleep, and in a few 
hours waked again altogether cool and tmdisturbed. 

It was upon this occasion that his wife explained 
the circumstances of that visit which had redeemed 
him from extremity of wretchedness and the jaws of 
death ; upon which he started up, and throwing him- 
self upon his knees, exclaimed, ^ All-gracious Power ! 
this was the work of thy own boimteous hand ; the 
voice of my sorrow and repentance hath been heard. 
Thou hast inspired my benefectors with more than 
mortal goodness in my bdialf ; how shall I praise thy 
name ! how shall I requite their generosity ! Oh, I 
am bankrupt to both ! yet let me not perish until 
I shall have convinced them of my reformation, and 
seen them enjoying that felicity which ought to be 
reserved for such consummate virtue.^ 

Next day, in the forenoon, he was visited by the 
physician, whom he now recollected to have seen at 
the house of Madam Clement; and, after having 
thanked that gentleman for his humanity and care^ 
he earnestly b^ged to know by what means Serafina 
had been preserved. Whoi he was satisfied in this 
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particular, and given to rmderstand that she was now 
happy in the arms of Benaldo, ^ Blessed be Grod ! ^ 
he cried, *^ for having defeated the viUany of him who 
sought to part such lovers. Dear sir, will you add 
one circumstance to your charity, and bear to that 
happy couple, and the noble Don Diego, the respects 
and the remorse of a sincere penitent, whom their 
compassion hath raised to life ? I have been such a 
traitor to them, that my words deserve no r^ard. 
I will not therefore use professions. I dare not hope 
to be admitted into their presence. I am indeed 
ashamed to see the light of the sun. How then 
could I bear the looks of that injured family ? ah, 
no! let me hide myself in some obscure retreat, 
where I may work out my salvation with fear and 
trembling, and pray incessantly to Heaven for their 
prosperity.^ 

The physician promised to represent his contrition 
to the Count and his lady, and accordingly proceeded 
to their habitation, where he repeated these expres* 
sions, and pronounced his patient out of danger. 
So that their thoughts were now employed in con- 
certing a scheme for his future subsistence, that he 
might not be exposed by indigence to a relapse in 
point of morals. Renaldo being still averse to any 
personal intercourse with such a wretch, until he 
should give some undoubted proo& of amendment, 
and, as yet a&aid of intrusting him with any office 
that required int^rity, resolved, with the approba- 
tion of all present, to settle him in a cheap county 
in the north of England, where he and his wife could 
live comfortably on an annuity of sixty pounds, until 
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his bdiaviour should entitle him to a better pio« 
visioiL 

This resolution was just taken, when Joshua arrived 
with agentleman whom he introduced to Don Di^o 
as the secretary of the Spanish ambassador. After 
the first compliments, the stranger told the Castilian, 
that he waited upon him at the desire of his Excel- 
lency, who would have -come in person, had he not 
been confined by the gout. Then he put into his 
hand a letter from the court of Madrid, written by a 
nobleman of Diego^s acquaintance, who informed 
him, that Don Manuel de Mendoza having made 
away with himself by poison, in order to avoid the 
di^p»ce of a legal conviction, his Catholic Majesty 
was now convinced of Don Di^o^s innocence, and 
granted him leave to return and take possession of 
his honours and estate. This information was am- 
firmed by the secretary, who assured him that the 
ambassador had orders to make him acquainted with 
this £Btvourable decision of the King. The Castilian 
having first acquitted himself in the most polite 
terms to the secretary and the Jew, who, he said, 
had always been a messenger of glad tidings, com- 
municated his hi^piness to the company ; and this 
evening concluded the third day of their rejoicing. 

Next morning Don Diq;o went to visit the ambas- 
sador, accompanied by Joshua and the secretary; 
while the physician, repairing to the habitation of 
Fathom, signified, by Benaldo^s direction, the resolu- 
tion which had been taken in his behalf; and the 
patient no sooner heard his doom, than, lifting up 
his hands, he cried, ^* I am unworthy of such tender- 
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ness and benevolence.^ While Elenor shed a flood 
of tears in silence, unable to give utterance to her 
grateful thought; Melvil^s bounty having so &r 
transcended her most sanguine hope. 

The Spaniard having paid his devoirs to his Excel- 
lency, returned before dinner ; and, in the afternoon, 
desiring a private conference with Serafina, they re- 
tired into another apartment, and he expressed himself 
to this effect : *^ You have contracted, my dear child, 
an habit of calling Madam Clement your mother, 
and doubtless, by her maternal tenderness and regard, 
she hath acquired a just title to the appellation. 
Yet I own I would fain strengthen it by alegal claim. 
I no sooner retrieved my daughter than I gave her 
away to the most deserving youth that ever sighed 
with love. — I rejoice in the gift which secured your 
happiness. But I left myself in a solitary situation, 
which even the return of my good fortune cannot 
render easy and supportable. When I revisit the 
Castle of Zelos, every well-known object will recall 
the memory of my Antonia, and I shall want a com- 
panion to fill her place, and to sympathise with me 
in that sorrow which will be derived from my remem- 
brance. Who is there so worthy to succeed your 
mother in the affection of Don Diq;o, as she who 
interests her love for Serafina, and resembles her so 
strongly in every virtue of the sex ? Similar attrac- 
tions will produce similar effects. My heart is 
already attached to that good lady; and, provided 
Serafina shall approve of my choice, I will lay myself 
and fortune at her feet^ 

The £ftir Countess replied, with an oichanting 
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smile, that, before this dedaiation, she had with 
pleasure perceived the progress which Madam 
Clement had made in his heart; and that she did 
not believe there was a person upcm earth better 
qualified to repair the loss he had sustained ; though 
die foresaw one obstacle to his happiness, which she 
was afraid would not be easily surmounted. ^^ You 
mean,^ answered the CastiHan, ^the difierence of 
religion, which I am resolved to remove by adopting 
the Fhitestant fisdth; thou^ I am fiilly satisfied that 
real goodness is of no particular persuasion, and 
that salvation cannot depend upon belief over whidi 
the will has no influence. I invest you, therefore, 
with the charge of declaring my passion and pro- 
posal, and empower you to satisfy her scruples with 
regard to the religion which I now profess, and 
which I shall not openly relinquish, until I shall have 
secured, in this country, effects suflSdent to screen me 
from the ill consequences of my King^s displeasure.^ 

Serafina undertook this office with pleasure, because 
^he had reason to think his addresses would not be 
disagreeable to Madam donent ; and that same night 
made the Count acquainted with the nature of her 
commission. Nor was her expectation disappointed. 
The French lady, with that frankness which is pecu- 
liar to virtue and good breeding, confessed that Ikm 
Diego was not indifferent to her dioice, and did not 
hesitate in receiving him upon the footing of a 
lover. — As we have already dwdt circumstantially 
on the passion of love, so as perhaps even to have 
tired our readers, we shall not repeat the dialogue 
that passed, when the Spaniard was indulged with an 
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apportunity to explain his sentiments. Suffice it to 
ol»erve, that the lady^s days of ooquetiy weie now 
over, and that she was too wise to trifle with the time, 
which every moment became more and more precious. 
It was agreed then, that Don Di^o should settie his 
afiairs in Spain, and return to England, in order to 
espouse Madam Clement, with a view to fix his resi- 
dence in this island, where Renaldo Hkewise proposed 
to enjoy the sweets of his fortune, provided he could 
draw hither his interests and connexions. 

Meanwhile, having for some dajrs enjoyed his bliss 
with all the fulness of rapture amidst this small but 
agreeable society, he shifted the scene, and conducted 
his dear partner to a ready-furnished house in town^ 
which, together with an occasional equipage, his 
friend Joshua had hired for the accommodation of 
him and his &ther-in-law, who, during his stay in 
England, fieuled not to cultivate the mistress of his 
heart with the most ptmctual assiduity. Hitherto 
Serafina had been as a precious jewel locked up in a 
casket, which the owner alone had an opportunity to 
contemplate. But now the Count, who was proud 
of such a prize, resolved to let her shine fortii to the 
admiration of the whole world. With this view he be- 
spoke such ornaments as befitted her quality, and, 
while the mantua-makers were employed in her ser- 
vice, made a tour among his former acquaintance, and 
discharged the obligations under which he lay to 
some who had assisted him in his distress. He did 
not, however, introduce them to his charming Sera- 
fina ; because not one of them had formerly treated 
hor with that delicacy of regard which he thought 
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her due ; and some of them were much mortified at 
their neglect, when they saw what a daaKling figure 
she made m the beau monde. 

She was visited by the Spanish and Imperial am- 
bassadors, and divers other foreigners of distinction^ 
to whom Melvil had letters of recommendati(m. But 
her first public appearance was in a box at the opera, 
accompanied bj Madam dement, the Cotmt, and 
Don Diq;o. The entertafaunent was already b^un, 
so that her entrance had the greater effect upon the 
audience, whose attention was soon detached from 
the performance, and riveted upcm this amiable 
apparition, whidi seined to be some bright being of 
another world dropped from the douds among theau 
Then did the spirit of curiosily play its part. A 
thousand whispers circulated ; as many glasses were 
exalted to reconnoitre this box of foreigners ; tat 
sudi they conduded than to be from their appearance. 
Every male spectator acknowledged Serafina to be the 
paragon of beauty ; and every female confessed, that 
Mdvil was the moddofa fine gentleman. Thedianns 
of the young Countess did not escape the eye and 
approbation of royalty itsdf; and idien her rank was 
known, from the information of the ambassadors and 
other people of condition who were seen saluting her 
at a distance, that same evening a thousand bumpers 
were swallowed in honour of the Countess de MdviL 
The iame of her beauty was immediatdy extended 
over this immense metropolis, and difiSerent sch^nes 
were concerted for bringing her into life. These^ 
however, she resisted with unwearied obstinaqr* 
Her happiness centred in Renaldo, and the cultiva* 
[818] 
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tion of a few friends within the shade of domestic 
quiet She did not even forget the concerns of the 
wretched Fathom and his faithful Elenor, who daily 
enjoyed firesh instances of her humanity and caore. 
When his fever forsook him, he was supplied with 
nourishing food for the recovery of his health ; and 
as soon as he found himself in a condition to travel^ 
he gave notice to his bene&ctor, who desired Joshua 
to settle with him the manner in which he was to 
receive his allowance, and to pay the first half-year's 
salary per advance. 

This a£fair being adjusted, and the place of his 
retreat signified, the Jew told Elenor, that she mi^t 
wait upon the Countess before their departure ; and 
she did not fisdl to make use of this permission. 
After they had made the necessary preparations for 
their journey, and taken places in the York stage- 
coach, Mrs. Fathom, clothing herself in decent 
aj^Murel, went to the house of Count Melvil, and was 
immediately admitted to the presence of Serafina, 
who receiv^ her with her usual complacency, enriched 
her with salutary advice, comforted her with the hope 
of better things, provided her conduct and that of 
her husband should henceforth be found irreproadi- 
able; and, wishing her peace and happiness, pre- 
sented her with a box of linen, and twenty guineas 
in a purse. Such excessive goodness overpowered 
this sensible yotmg woman to such a d^ree, that she 
stood before her in speechless awe and veneration ; 
and the Cotmtess, in order to relieve her from the 
confusion tmder winch she suffered, quitted the room, 
leaving her to the care of her woman. It was not 
[819] 
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long, however, before her gratitude broke out m loud 
exdamations and a violent passion of tears, which all 
her efforts could not, for a while, overcome. By this 
time the coach was brought up to the gate for the 
reception of Serafina, who took an airing every day 
at the same hour ; when Benaldo, leading her to tfa^ 
vehicle, beheld a man plainly dressed standing within 
the court, with his head and body bent towards the 
earth, so that his countenance could not be per- 
cdved. 

Melvil, who supposed him to' be some unfortunate 
man come to implore his charity, turned towards 
him, and asked with a humane accent, if he wanted 
to speak with any person in the house? To this 
interrogation the stranger replied, without lifting up 
his head, *^ Overwhelmed as I am with Count Melvil^s 
generosity, together with a consciousness of my own 
unworthiness, it ill becomes a wretch like me to 
importune him for further fiivour ; yet I could not 
bear the thought of withdrawing, perhaps for ever, 
from the presence of my bene£Actor, without soliciting 
his permission to see his face in mercy, to acknowl- 
edge my atrocious crimes, to hear my pardon con- 
firmed by his voice, and that of his accomplished 
Countess, whom I dare not even at a (instance 
behold; and to express my fervent wish for their 
prosperity." 

Melvil, whose heart was but too tender, could not 
hear this address without emotion. He recognised 
the companion of his infitncy and youth; he remem- 
bered the happy scenes he had enjoyed with Fathom, 
whose voice had always such an effect upon his ear, 
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as to excite the ideas of friendship and esteem ; and 
he was disturbed by this unexpected meeting, which 
also discomposed tiiie beauteous Serafina. Renaldo 
having paused a little, *' It is with pain,^ said he, 
**I recollect an}i;hing to the prejudice of Fathom, 
whose future behaviour will, I hope, erase the memory 
of his offences, and justify what other steps I may 
take in his favour. Meanwhile, I heartily forgive 
what is past ; and, in token of my sincerity, present 
my hand^; which our adventurer bathed with his 
tears. The Countess, whose mind was in unison 
with her husband, repeated her assurances of pardon 
and protection ; at which the penitent rejoiced in 
silence, while he raised his head and took a parting 
view of those charms which had formerly enslaved 
his heart 

Having thus obeyed the dictates of his duty and 
inclination, he next morning embarked in the stage- 
coach, wiiii his faithful Elenor, and in six days 
arrived at the place of his retreat, which he found 
extremely well adapted to the circumstances of his 
mind and fortune. For all his vice and ambition 
was now quite mortified within him, and his whole 
attention engrossed in atoning for his former crimes, 
by a sober and penitent life, by which alone he could 
deserve the uncommon generosity of his patrons. 

While he thus accommodated himself to his new 
system, Renaldo received letters of congratulation 
from his sister, who with the Major had come to 
Brussels, in order to meet her brother and Serafina, 
according to his proposal. This intimation being 
communicated to Don Diego, he resolved to accom- 
voL.li.— 21 [821] 
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pany them to Flanders, on his way to Spam. Prep- 
arations were made for their departure ; the dergj- 
man and physician were honoured with valuable 
marks of friendship and esteem from the Countess, 
Renaldo, and the Castilian, who were convoyed to 
Deal by Madam Clement, to whom, at parting, Don 
Di^o presented a diamond ring, as a pledge of his 
inviolable love. 

Here the travellers hired a vessel for Ostend, which 
they reached in a few hours ; in two dajrs more they 
arrived at Brussels, where Mrs. Farrel and her hus- 
band were struck with admiration at the surprising 
beauty and accomplishment of their sister-in-law, 
whom they caressed with equal tenderness and 
joy. — In a word, all parties were as hc^py as good 
fortune could make them ; and Don Diego set out 
for Spain, after they had agreed to reside in the Low 
Countries till his return. 



THE END. 
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